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tanta were doomed to behold it lighted up with the flickering 
flames which consumed the Capitol. 


As tothe idea that a fort was useless because the enemy 
could land elsewhere and march round it, that was the very 
yse of the fort; it compelled the enemy to do so, and thus ex- 
posed them to detention and defeat, and give time for the coun- 
try © assemble its force. In illustration of this he referred to 
the position of Fort Schuyler, on Throg’s Neck, on Long Island, 
atthe entrance of the sound irum the southwest. The position 
of this fortress compelled an enemy which sought to approach 
New York from the eastward to land his forces north of the 
heights of land which crossed the is!and on which the city stuod; 
which high grounds had been defended by block-houses, and 
upon which, inan emergency, the city itself could throw an 
armed force of 60,000 men. Take away the furt and the eme- 
my could come down the East river and Jay the city under 
contribution or batter it down. Ifreply to the objection [urged 
by Mr. Watterson] that it would require a force of 63,000 
men to maathe forts if completed, Mr. F. put to that geatle- 
man this problem in arithmetic: if it requireu 63.000 men to de- 
fend our coast with all the advantages of forufications, how 
many would it require to defend it without? In peace these 
works would be garrisoned by asmal! guard of men to keep 
them from dilapidation; aad in war they would be manned 
principally by militia. This had been the case during the last 
wal. 


Mr. F. treated with some pleasantry the objection of Mr. U. 
to the fortification bill, that Greer. river had formerly had no 
appropriation for its improvement. The gentleman had two 
much goud sense to be serious in urging such an objections in 
other thana playful manner. As to the gentieman’s charge 
that the Department acted without due information, he had not 
supported it by any facts. If he could puint eut errors in the 
estimates of the engineers, there would be some force in the 
objection. To Mr. Wise’s remarks on the large amount re- 
quired in the bill, Mr. F. replied that they were waating in ar- 
gument; there was no sequitur; it wasa mere exclamation at 
a Jarge sum of money; but if the money was needed, this 
amuunted to nothing. And was our adversary to be told that 
this country was tov poor, too much broken down to afford 
the money which was necessary for her defence? Mr. F. ad 
veried to the vast military power of tngland and her prepared- 
ness tostrikea blow; but expressed his strong hope that there 
was too much good sense in both nations to permit congenial 
bluod agam to flow. Yet while the ocean flag of England was 
unfurled, would Americans be found who were willing to leave 
the etar-spangled bannerunprotected? He trusted never 


Mr. 8: EENROD, while listening to the argument of his col- 
league from the Accomac district, had supposed that no reflect- 
ing man could be fuund prepared to vote for his bill; but after 
whathad been heard this morning, it became necessary for 
every gentleman who intended to vote againstit to define his 
posiiion. Mr. S. would not be so uncharitable as to sup; ose 
the gentleman from New York, who had just taken his seat, 
was in tavorof the bill because it contained so large an amount 
of appropriation for hisown State; nor mustthe gentleman, on 
the other hand, charge Mr. 8. with opposing it because he hap- 

enedio come from a district comparatively in the interior, 
Though this was the case, yet he could assure the genileman 
that, atthe first sound of the trumpet, his constituents would 
rush tothe defence of whatever point might be assailed by an 
enemy. Mr. 8. in the mean while wasnoi to be induced to vote 
fur this bill because gentlemen chose to mount their war 
horses. It \ ould be time enough to belicve in the cry of war 
when he saw an Engiish fleet upon the ocean, and could dis 
cover the red coats of her soldiers and mariaes. He then went 
into an argument to show from the interestof England in the 
continuance of peace, from her well known prudence and cir- 
cumspection, from the condition especially of Ireland aad of 
Canada, that no danger existed of war wit! that power. 


He expressed reluctance at being oblige.l to vote in contra- 
riety to the opinions of his respected colleague, (Mr. Matto- 
RY,] whose s:tuation enabled him to understand such subjects 
better than Mr. 8. did. His colleague, though considered as 
rather close-fisted on questiuns of public expenditure, when- 
ever forts or the navy were concerned, seemed to lose sight of 
every consideration but his attachment to those favorite objects. 
He next recatled the recollection of the committee to the mam- 
moth fortification bill in the days of the surplus, and to its una- 
nimous rejection by gentlemer: of both sides of the House, who 
would not hear of such a munstrous eo and why? Be- 
cause the money could not be expended; and because it was 
contrary to the genius of our pacific Government to expend 
enormous sums in a time of profound peace upon military 
works. Reference had been made to the past history of the 
country, and opinions of eminent statesmen had been quoted as 
authority against it. The appropriation had consequently been 
staved off.io make room fora distribution of the surplus revenue 
among the States, Plunder! plunder! wasthecry, and it prevailed. 
Then the States had for the first time been pensioned upon this 
Federal Government. But now bow differenta spirit prevailed! 
New doctrines had come in vogue; the House had distributed the 
public lands, and passed a loan bill for twelve millions, expressly 
on the ground that the Treasury was bankrupt. And now it had 
returned to doctrines which had been scouted and hooted at 
When the Treasury was overflowing. Mr. 8. adverted to the 
large sum in the bill, and the jarge amount of unexpended ap: 
Proptiations; and saidthe chairman of the committee who had 
reported the bill had admitted that the money could not be ap 
plied wi-hia the year; but his colleague, (Mr. Wisz.}] who was 
always the first to scent out cencealed mischief, had shown that 
the money was intended for the next year; if so, it was a most 
dengzrous mode of Jegisiation; and encroached on ene of the 
fixed principles of our Republican system, and one that was 
Strongly iusiste! on in our Revolutionary days, insomuch that 
our fathers had inserted a caveat against itin the Constitution 
itself, forbidding appropriations for the army, even when a 
was raging. fortwo yearsin advance. This large sum of mo- 
hey, Wo, was to be obtained by a loan; and Mr, 3, never could 
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vote any appropriation which was so to be met unless the most 
indispensable necessity could be shown for it. 

He then went into a series of remaks on the power of bor- 
rowing money, which he had been taughtin the Virginia school 
to consider as oneof the most dangerous that had been or 
could be confided to a Government. He considered it ag ouly one 
mode of taxing the national industry, andas a pewer ever to be 
watched with the most jealous eye. Mr. 8. opposed the bill, 
too, as one of the measures brought forward at this cal ed ses 
sion. He was one of very many who had looked towards this 
extra session with a sort of instinctive apprehension; and when 
his colleague from Accomac§[Mr. Wiss} had closed his ever- 
memorable efforts in opposition to suc!) a session, he felt as if 
the country was deeply that gonileman’s debior. Mr. S. here 
adverted to Mr. Wise’s ialenis and eminent services to his par- 
ty, and expressed g-eat admiration at the boldness and magna 
nanimity he had exhibited in throwing himself in oppositicn to 
aparty with which he hadso long acted. When listening to 
the potent reasons urged by him against the cal] of an extra 
session, he had rea!ty hoped the majority would have yielded, 
and forborne to insist on such a measure. But the couotry 
had been disappointed, and never had the act ofa Chief Ma- 
gistrate produced a mere profound sensation throughout the 
couutry than had the proclamation of the late Pre ident for this 
called session of Congress. The recent Presi'ential eleciion 
had greatly excited the public mind, and, un‘er that eleetion, 
they had changed the Administration of the Government; and 
immediately aiter, and but six months before the regular meet- 
ing of Congress, the present one had been called. And what 
had been the measures presented to it? 

Mr. S. here inveighed against the fortification, loan, and dis- 
tribution bills; and against the report of the Secretary of the 
Treasury as not making outa cose on which the loon bill ought 
to have passed. He considered Congress as venturing on the 
exercise of new powers, and hastening on in a reckless and dan- 
gerous career until (he Constitution was indanger of being soon 
legislated away. He reprobated the introducuon of such mea- 
sures, especially while two States of the Confederacy were not 
represented, and when we were at the hee] of the apportionment 
of representation under the last census. Why drive the President 
to a decision on measures so weighty before he had had time for 
consultation even with himself?) Why this rapid march? 
Were gentlemnan afraid to trust themselves? to truat the Presi- 
dent? to trastthe people? Iftot, Mr. 8. implored them to de 
lay andto suffer members to consult with theit constituents, 
He was nota prophet, nor the son ofa prophet; but he tol ! gen- 
tlemen, if they fastened these measures upon the country, 
there would be an insurrectiou of the people such as there had 
been when Mr. Jefferson was brought inte power. Mr. 8. was 
one ofa small party which claimed no affinity with the present 
dominant majority; but if his voice could have ao effect in that 
Hall, he should appeal to the legislative halls to the Pre 
sident; and though he had done as much, perhaps, av any man 
in the country, to prevent that distinguished individual from 
coming into power, his opposition had never been so much 
against the man or his principles, as against the associates with 
whom he was identified. With some regard to his fame, as to 
that of deat Virginia, he would appeal to him as a man and as 
a Virginian, in the name of h:s country, in the name of freedom 
and of freemen. Let him but hold fast to his own acknowledged 
positions; let him but unfurl the scroll of Virginia principles; 
strip the public policy of its mystery, and stand foith asa De. 
mocrat anda man, and the peeple would hat! himas a pure 
patriot, devoted to the true interests of his country and of man- 
kind. He would then become the nucleus round which the 
patriotism of the Union would rally, and he might set at defi- 
ance all the opposition uf ambitions and selfish men. Then he 
might look to the honest and independent men of both parties 
to sustain him; and then all his past illus‘1ious deeds in sustain. 
ing his own Virginia and her pure school of politics, would be 
lost and forgotten in the splendor of his Presidential Administra- 
tion. Mr. 8. said these things, because he saw that there was 
no hope but in an appeal to the people; and if gentlemen really 
wiehed to acquaint themselves with the feeling of the country, 
and to consult its real opinion, they could do nothing better 
than forthwith to adjourn Congress and return to their consti- 
tuent.. 


Mr. PICKENS rose to do justice to Mr. Everett of Ver 
mont, who had calied his attention to a repcri of his remarks 
in the Intelligencer of this morning. It was due to that gentle- 
man tosay that he (Mr. Everett] opposed the principles of 
the report on foreign affairs last session; that gentleman had 
opposed its principles from the first in committee and in this 
House. Mr. P did not know of any others who opposed the 
principles of the report. 

It was aleo right to correct another mistake the Reporter had 
fell into. [Me was reporte! as saying that Mr, Firtmorgs made 
areporton the McLeod alTair at the Close of the last seasion 
Now Mr. P. never of course saw the report, or any part of it, 
until he read them inthe paper. (which was generally the case 
withhim. Mr. Pickens) The gentleman from New York 
(Mr. Frnuaore] never niade any report, but early in the session 
called for ihe correspondence withthe British Minister, and it 
was on his motion referred to ths committee; that was what 
the gentleman did, but of course he made no “report.” 

Mr. EVERETT then said he was glad of this explanation, as 
he had from the first opposed the principles of the report, &c 

Mr. PICKENS said it was due to the gentleman to say that 
he had always asserted theright o this Goverment to inter- 
fere withthelocal courts and tribunals of the State of New 
York; but he was the only gentleman that maintained that doe- 
trine. 

Mr. EVERETT said he maintained that it was a public ques- 
tion between us and Great Britain—it was one of natienal juris 
diction. 

Mr. PICKENS said his position led inevitably to the conclu- 
sion that this Government had a right to interfere with the lo- 
cal tribunals of New York—this Mr. P. denicd, unless the ques- 
tion arose in and from a atate of war. 

Mr. BURNELL arose chiefly to present to the committee a 
proposition which had not yet, in the discussion, becn alluded to 
that so long as you have not the dominion of the sea, without 
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fortifications, you can hareno nary. If your naval stations 
are not protected, how can you fitorequip your naval force? 
Whither shall it fly, 1f fly tc must, before a superior force upon 
the ocean? Mr. B. then commented on the femarks made by 
Mr. UNpgsRwoop of Kentucky; went into a statement of the pro- 
bable movements Oo! a steam force, its mode of attack as com- 
pared with sail vessels; its vast superiority; and urged that 
this new power called tor additional force. He then epoke of 
the appropriation for the harbor of New Bedford, and asked if 
the committee knew what towns, and their magnitude, were 
situated on this harbor?) They were Fairhaven and New Bed- 
ford—towns containing more inhabitants (han Boston, in the Re- 
volution, wi h more than two hundred ships, an incomparable 
feet, yielding, by actual statistical recurns of therr industry, 
more than three millions of dollara, He sant that it ought to 
be remembered, that this population was essentia! to the main 
taining a naval force; it was part of a fleet, now increased to 
such magoaitude in this country, that it could be found on every 
sea; and at this moment, while this country had peihaps out- 
stripped her great rival in no other particular of human tadus- 
try, at thismomenot this fleet, placing the vessels equidiatant 
from each, might communicate a signal in forty hours around 
the globe 

Mr. CUSHING observed that the gentleman from Kentucky 
{Mr. Unperwoop| had every thing that occurred to him by way 
of objection to this bill, and had addressed to the committee a 
variety of arguments of the former Secretary of War (General 
Cass) In oppoettion to our present mode of fortifying the coun- 
try; yet he could not but come at last to the conclusion that the 
bill ought to pass. He (Mr. ©.) felt himself bound to notica 
some of the rema.ks which had fallen from the gentleman. 
The question had been debated year after year since he had 
been in this House, and debated upon the same principles, and 
the same answers had been made to the objections raiged. And 
what, he would ask, were the objections of the gentleman from 
Kentucky? Why, the first one was, that he wanted more infor- 
mation, Well, was this bill not to pasa because the gentleman 
trom Kentucky had not obtained the infore.ation that was cen- 
tained in the documents which were within his reach? Was 
that a reasen why the bill should not pass? What was the au- 
thority the yrentieman used as against thie bill? Was it nota 
report of the former Secretary of War, (Gen Casa,) and which 
was examined by a baard of officera, commissioned for that 
purpose at the last session of Congress? Now he would ask 
the gentleman whether he had examined the documenta com 
municated to Congress by the War Department on that eub- 
ject? 

Mr. UNDERWOOD said that he had not seen the documents, 
but, as he had already remarked, the fault washis own if he 
bad not looked into the subject as much as he ougtt to have 
done. 


Mr. CUSHING continued. The gentleman from Kentucky 
admitted that he had not eeen the documents which, in fact, met 
the precise question, and contained a yr gg refutation of the 
views taken by the former Secretary of War, (General Cass,) 
upon whose report the gentleman rested his argument against 
this bill. He would say that that want of information which 
the gentleman complained of was hisown want of investiga- 
tion. He repeated that he would refer the gentleman to the 
documents from the War Department. He entreated him, as 
a candid man, who he (Mr. Cosaine) knew wished to vote con- 
scientiously at all times, before he made up his mind as to which 
way he would vote, to compare the opinions put forth in that 
document with those given by General Cass in his report. He 
would find in it the tudest information upon every point con- 
nected with the question. The gentieman from Kentucky also 
made objections in reference to this bill ou the ground that the 
estimates were not based upon some systematic principle, and 
comp.ained that we had pot some systernatic mode of making 
the estimates in relation to the cost and repairs of our fortifica- 
tions. He (Mr.C ) admitted that there was great force and 
truth in the Jatter remark of the gentieman, but the fact partiy 
arose from coatingeneies that could not be foreseen, That, 
however, was not the real roosof the evi. The evil lay here 
in this House; it did notlay withthe War Department. What 
was ihe courze in this matier?. An appropriation, say, was 
needed on the first of January that the work mi ;ht go on in the 
spring, and the War Department furnished Congress with an 
estimate of the amount required, and then this House, instead 
of taking up the subject promptly, and disposing of it, enter:d 
into a long disputation in regard to it—being de:ermined not to 
take any thing for granted—ind thus perhaps three months 
were lost before the work cou'd be gone on with, and inthe 
meanwhile the works had been rapidly getting into a worse 
condition. He would say the meat grievous fault of all lay in 
this Ilouse, aud it was this: a wantof courage in the majority 
of it, no matter which party might be the ascendency, to meet 
the expenditu e required. 

The gentleman from Kentucky had referred to the remarks 
of General Cass upon this very point, and he Mr, C. fully con- 
curred wi.h the gentleman in his opinionastoit. The gente. 
man further objected to the apj-ropriations, and he made objec- 
tions to the sumappropriated for Fort Warren, and comptain- 
el that there was a continual cal! for repairs. Mr. C. hére 
explained the distinction made between appropriations for new 
works, and appropriations for repairs of old ones. ‘ 

The sum appropriated for Fort Independence, in thie pill, 
came unler the latter head; but it was to all jpractical pur- 

oses a new work, so far as revarded the expenditure. 

{{fere Mr UnpEnwoop said some:hing in an under-tone.} 

The gentleman said he wanted him Mr. C. to cali things by 
their right names. It. was the fault of the gentleman from 
Kentucky if he could not understand the difference. There 
wasno mystery in thismatter. But the gentleman, after go. 
ing through the questions of detail, proceeded to the general 
question whether there ought to he any fortifications; and he 
argued shat question, and, from the premises he laid down, the 
conclusion to be drawn from them would go to prove, if any 
thing. that there chould be no fortifications. 

(Here Mr. Unpgkwoop signified his dissent.) 

the gendeman from Keatucky shook his head; but the gen- 
tleman, before closing his remarks, camie to the conclusion that 
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‘here oughito be fortifications. He would say that the sug- 
zes tons of the gentleman, if they amounted w any thing, were 
wu th: effec thar there should be no fortificationa. 

Me. UNDRRWOOD here interposed to explain. The 
groved he nad asscumed was not that we ought to have no 
fors, wot that there was a due tint to be obgerved; that no fur- 
Uficaious ought to be of such excent thatthey could not be 
taken by acanp demain. Onthe other hand, we did not want 
foriresses extensive enoagh w resist Napoleon's army. ie 
was for adue medium 

Mr. CUSIIING eatd that he understood that to be the conclu- 
sion to which the gentlema, came, for he had said he would 
vote for the bill. But the gentieman’s argumeat went against 
the erection of any tort whatever. From such aconciusi n he 
drew back, as weil he might; but thac was che poiut to which 
his argument tended. He had said that we must rely for de- 
fence on the einews and muscles and courage of our country- 
mea. Well. we proposed to rely on them, tor of what use were 
lure Wihout mes? The two things went together. But why 
should the gentleman say, as an argument against the fortifica- 
thon bill, that our reliance must be on sinews and muscles, it he 
ai.) not mean that we were to have no fortis? Shipe, batterier, 
f via, Men, guns, Munitions of war, were all to be combined, ar | 
formed tozeiber the means o! defence on which we must rely. 
Now toe geotieman sab! he did not want forts that could restat 
Nipoleon’s army, andeven these might be taken in the tear. 
Poaaibly they int try duc that cument had to do with land 


wiare. whcreas giost of the works in the bill were harbor 


forte, protecting great cithea or the moucha of important rivers 
f pamaritineattack. The gendieman said in tllustration that 
frie Would vet defend Boston, becanse an enemy might debark 
jue forees on Lynn beach; and march round and take the town. 
Whit wae ibts bul an argument to prove that we need no forts? 
I}al the genticinan looked at the circumeiances? How 
wae ao ary to be janded? Muat they not be broueht in 
treat wie? And weuld not the very firat want of a fleet of 
ransporis be a barbor in which to take refuge? Did he eup- 
pore ta fleet of British transporta would continue beaing 
Tauwl on with no place of refuge, no herbor in which to 

yi fiat be the notion that a Brush fleet would land tro ps 
onanaked beach, and herve leave them to their fate? No, 
i y musthave a port in which to be protected; they must 
lave (ie abvity to take off their troops,  unsuceessful. The 
gentleman thoughtthat wecou'd resist such a force by fight: 
i:g as our fithers did at Bunker Hill, where they had noshing 


breasiworke, thrown upin thenight. Yes, we might; but 
weullitbhe wise? Would the gentleman place ten thousand 
raw militia behind breastworks, asa better mode of keeping of 
a Beoitish force, Gian placing them ina stone fort, amply sup- 
poed wih cannon, and the munitions of war?) Tue question 
waa, vet whether chey might not de‘ond themselves in the one 
way if the tier could nov be had, but which wasihe best mode? 
Aud vosiles, Uf the troops met the enemy at Bunker Hill, they 
must firsc ave abandoned both the harbor and the city to the 
ene nv. Diethe gentleman consider this as desirable? Was it 
oor business tu guard against such aresuli?) And was it not 
the dictate . feommon prudence, as well as military experience, 
hat our fitet duty was to forcity those great puints On Our Coast 
gyere the Wea th of the country was concentrated, and where 
our great military avd naval depots were situated?) Would the 
eeoutienian leave our naval etores, Our spars, our cordage, and 
i} our magaZzinee and muattions of wat, withouta fort to pro- 
ect them, because it Was possible such a fort might be taken? 
Hie gentieman argued from exceptions, and not trom the gene- 


ratrule, Li there was any thing in his argument, % proved too 
mac: its principle went agaist all means of defence— we 
roust use no rifles, no muskets, no weapons of any kind, 
but resurt to firet principles and natural meens, and fight 


with our fists. Those were our “sinews” and our “muscles.” 
ee art of war, especial y in modern Umes, was a science, 
teaching men how to render their muscles and their sinews 

st available by the aid of other means, such as swords, 
cannon, batteries, fl-ets, and war sieamers. 
Were wo to go backwards, insiead of advancing? Were 
we ty learn novhing? Must we bring nothing to the aid of 
nituce? But the gent! man said, whatever forts we might 
possess, we could not guard them against surprise by steam 
wigetes, Here, again, ®a7t an argument from the excepucn, 
avt notthe rule. Ele might as well say that we must not 
vuid forts any where, unles) we could have one continuons 
wall frou: the St. Croix to ' jabine, because there might be 
ove exposed spot at which the enemy might enter. But, be- 
sides, iow stood the fact?) Was any night so dark that asteam 
vy. sael might euter one of our hatbors in a manner invisible toa 
watchful patrol?) Waat was she todo with her sparks and her 
amoke? If she shut her chimney, she would extinguish her 
firea ant, of course, sop her progress. The gentleman said 
that on the Mississippi steamboats concealed their lights in or- 
der to avoid collision: an exivnordiwary expecient indeed! 
Me. UC *ould not undertake to contradict it. “Pocy had many 
marvels in the Weatern country, though he could scarcely ve- 
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lieve that one so great as that was to be foun! even on freen 
river. On the ocean they certainly resoie! toa very dilferent 
mode of guarding against collision, for they kept lights burning 


for the express pu pose = There was, in iact, one mode, and 
one mode ony, by which a hostile fleet might enter a forutied 
hacbor unperceived; but it was a mode which precinded the 
use ofateam, Tney «ight betowedin by boats. To a mode 
| kethis the gentlewwan’s argument trom the superior advan 
tases of steam would scarcclyapnoly. Mr. C. appealed to all 
our own history, as Well as to that of other nations, Was it a 
fact that fortifications had been of noavail for defence? Was 
mnotthe reverse true! Did the gentleman remember the attack 
of Sic Peter Parker upon Bellair, and how it had been resisted? 
Ilal the commutiee forgot Fort McHenry? Shot froma batte- 
ry were fired from a fixed foundation, and therefore admiued 
of greaier precision and certainty of aim thin when fired from 
the deck vta ship moved by the waves. 

Bat the gentleman had urged that modern wariare had been 
improved, not only by the introduction of steam, but by new 
forme of shot and other missiles. Granted; were we, there- 
{we,vo give up all means of defence? Was the nation to lie 
down supine ant trust to Providence, or did not improved 
means of attack turnish the strongest argument for increased 
means of defence? 

The objection had been attempted to be supported by the re 
cent capture of two importan: fortresses—ihose of St. Juan 
a’ Utua, in South America, and St. Jean d'Acre,in Syria. Mr. 
© denied that these cases furnished any argument at all to 
prove that fortifications were of no avail when attacked by 
gicam vessels. ‘Tacse Mexicans who garrisoned St. Jean 
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d’Ulua had been so ignorant or negligent as no.to avail them- 
selves of the means of throwing hot shot; had they done this, 
the attacking fleet could not have lain betore the batteries one 
hour, and as it was, the ships could have done nothing agai..st 
the formidable stone fortress, had they not by a fortunate ac- 
cident, biown up the inagazine, So it had been at St. Jean 
d'Acre. The arsenal, instead of being bomb-proof, had been 
coustructed of combust/ble materials and placed in aa ex).osed 
situation, where a shell struck it and caused 1 to explode. 
We had hearil much about the power of Engia’d, about ber 
ambition and her strides towards universal domimon. Ail 
couceded that that fo midable power marched towards her 
ends, Whavever they might be, with a firmness of purpose, a 
perfection of miliary skil', anda far-seeing perspicacity, such 
as had been equalled by no nation in ancient or modern 
times. Iler objects were magnificent; her plans and her 
measures embraced tue globe. She had all the lights of mili- 
tary science andall the means of efficient warfare. Kngiand 
had steam ships and stean batteries, and improved shot and 
shelis; but did she therefore neglect stone walls? Did she re- 
sort to naked sinews and muscles, or to breastworks of 
earth, because ‘orts might be taken by surprise? Let gen- 
glemen look at any point, or continent, or island, in bay or 
river, and wherever England placed her footand meant to 
keep possession. there they would find, not British ships 
alone, but fritish fortifications, and on the most expensive 
scale. Louk at Gibraliar; look at Malta, and see batteries 
and covered ways scooped out of the solid rock, Uer above 
tier. 

Mr. ©. in conclusion, went into the details of the bill in rela- 
tion to forts Independence and Warren, and argued to show 
that the allowance of men and guna forthe defence of Boston 
harbor was very moderate and reasonable; and he chal- 
lenged Mr. UnpERWoop on any other genUeman to show the 
conitary. 

Mr. ‘UNDERWOOD said that he did not possess the means 
necessary to such proof, 

Mr, CUSHING. No, nor he never will, because it is impos- 
flvieto prove what is not true; and if the gentleman does 
net vote for this bill until he can prove that the esiimates 
of the Department for the defence of Boston harbor are 
erroneous or extravagant, he never will vote for it at all. 

The CITAIRMAN gaye the floor to— 

Mr. McKAY, who yte'dedtoa motion by Mr. CAVE JOHN- 
SON that the commiitee rise. 

Which motion pr-vatiing, the committee rose, reported pro- 
gress, and obtained leave to sit again. 

; Mr. PROFFIT of Indiana rose and offered the foliowing reso- 
ution: 

Resolved, That the rulesof this House be so far amended 
that all amendments offered in Committee of the Whole or 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Umon, whether 
said amendments be adcpied incommittee or not, on any bill 
which may come before this liouse, during this session, pro- 
viding for the establishment of a fise+! bank, as aiso any bill 
linposing duties on imporis, shail be voted on in the House by 
yeas and nays, ong-fitth of ihe members present requesting the 
same, 

Mr. ANDREWS of Kentucky objected. 

The SPEAKER ssid that as the resoiution contemplated a 
change of ru'e one Coy’s notice would be required. 

Mr. PROFFIT then gave nouce that he would, atthe proper 
time, offer such a reseviauon. 

Aud the notice wos e.. tered on the journal accordingly. 

Mr. BOTs offered the following 1eseluiien; Wuich was 
read: 

sceso'ved, That at twelve o’clock on Tuesday next all debate 
in Commiuee of the Whole on House bill No. 8shali cease, 
and the commitiee shall ticn procee:! to vote on ithe amend. 
ments then pending to said bill, and the same shall th: n be re- 
ported ‘o the House, with such amendments as may have been 
agreed to by the commiuee: Procided, ‘That noihing in this 
resolution shall prevent the committee from reporting the bill 
to the House at an earlier hour if itshatl think fit 

Mr. BOTTS moved the previous question. 

Mr. WISE hoped, he said, that alier the remarks which had 
been made by a gentleman from ‘Vennessee [Mr. ARNOLD] this 
mont 5. his coileague (Mr. Botts) would not insist upon his 
resolu.ion. 

Mr. BOTTS persisted. 

Mr. MALLORY moved that the House adjourn. 

The SPEAKER. ud that the motion was notin order whilst 
the quesuien Was; iding on seconding the de.aand tor the pre- 
vious question, 

Teliers having been coiled for, Messrs. BoarpMAn of Con- 
necticut, and McKEon of New York were appointed. And the 
question onsecoinhee ‘re motion for the previous questio., 
was then taken, and ccciied in the affirmative—ayes 67, noes 
73. 

S» there was a second. 

Andt e main question was ordercd to be now taken. 

Mr. CLIt FORD asked the yeas and nays va the adoption of 
the resolution; which were ordered, 

Mr. SNYDER oj Pennsylvania moved that the House do 
now adjourn; which mouon, by ayes £4, noes 90, was re- 
jected. 

And the question then recurred and was taken onthe main 
question, (being on the adopuen of the resolution.) and was de- 
cided in the affirmative, as follows: 

YCAS— Messrs. Adams, Allen, Landaff W. Andrews, 8. J. 
Andrews, Arnold, Aycrieg, Babcock, Buker, Barnard, Barton, 
Birdseye, Boardman. Borden, Bous, Brizgs, Bronson, M. 
Brown, Burnell, William Butler, Thomas J. Campbell, Caru- 
twers, Childs, John C, Clark, Staley N. Clarke, Cowen, Cran- 
ston, Cravens, Cushing. Garrett Davis, Wiliam ©. Dawaon, 
Deberry, John Edwards, Everett, Fessenden, Fillmoie, A. L. 
Foster, Gamble, Gentry, Goggin, P. G. Goode, Graham, Green, 
Habersham, Hall, W. 3. Hastings, Henry, Howard, Hudson, 
Jumes Irvin, William W. Irwin, James, lsaac D. Jones, King, 
Lane, Lawrence, Linn, Samson Mason, Mathiot, Mattocks, 
Maxwell, Maynard, Meriwether, Morgan, Morrow, Osborne, 
Owsley, Proffit, Ramsey, B. Randall, Rayner, Ridgway, Rod- 
ney, Russeil. Salioustall, Sergeant, Shepperd Simonton, Slade, 
Smith, Stanly, Stratten, Stuart, Summers, Taliaferro, J. B. 
Thompson, R W. Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Trumbull, 
Unilerwood, Wallace, Warren, Washington, Joseph L. White. 
Thomas W. Williams, C. H. Williams, Winthrop, Yorke, and 
A. Young—99. 

NAYS—Messrs. Arrington, Beeson, Bidlack, Bowne, Boyd, 
Brewster, Aaron V. Brown, Charles Brown, Burke, Green 
W. Caldwell, P. OC. Caldwell, William B. Campbell, Cary, 











Chapman, Clifford, Clinton, Coles, Daniel, R. D. Davis, Dean 
Doan, Eastman, J. C. Edward, Egbert, Ferris, J. G. Floyd, 
C. A. Floyd, Fornance, Gerry, Gilmer,William O Goode. Gor- 
don, Harris, John Hastings, Hays, Holmes, Hopkins, Houck 
Houston, Hubard, Hunter, Ingersoll. Jack, Cave Johnson, Joba 
W. Jones, Keim, Lewis, Littlefield, Lowell, A. McClellan, R, 
McClellan, McKay. McKeon, Mallory, Marchand, J.T. Magon 
Mathews, Medill, Miller, Oliver, Parmenter, Patridge, Payne, 
Pickens, Plumer, Reding, Rencher, Riggs, Rogers, Roosevelt 
Sanford, Saunders, Shaw, Shields, Snyder, Sprizg, Steenrod. 
Sumter, Turney, Ward, Westbrook, J. W. Williams, Joseph 
L. Williams, and Wise—84. 

So the resolution was adopted, 

And then, on motion of Mr. r ILLMORE, 

The House adjourned until Monday, at 10 o'clock. 


IN SENATE. 
Monpay, July 19, 1841. 

The CHAIR communicated to the Senate a re. 
port from the Treasury Department, in compli- 
ance with a resojution of the 17.h instant, enclosing 
a statement of the accountof disbursing officers and 
agents. 

Also, a message from the President of the Uni- 
ted States in relation to the expiration of the neu- 
irality act, and recommending a renewal of the 
same. 

The following memorials and petitions were pre- 
sen'ed and appropriately referred: 

From the Borrd of Trade of New York, in favor 
of the establishment of a National Bank; fiom 
citizens of New York; from ciizens of Berks coun- 
ty, Pennsylvania; and the preceedines of a public 
meeting at Syracuse, New York, allin favor ofa 
bankrupt law. 

Aiso, the proceedings of a meeting in ihe Park, 
New York, adverse to a National Bink and the 
leading measures of the present session. 

From citizens of Rhede Island, in favor of a 
bankrupt law. 

From citizens of Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, in favor 
cfa National Bank. 

Also, from 104 citizens of New York, in favor of 
a bankrupt law. 

From citizens of Michigan, in favor of a bank- 
rupt law. 

Mr. BUCHANAN would be glad to know what 
Lad become of the resolution he had submitted 
some days since calling for the nam:s of pers: ns 
removed since the 4:h of March—the list, he ap- 
prehended, had been fearfully swelled since its 
first introduction. 

Mr. BENTON had a few remarks !o make, and 
would be glad ihe resolution sheu'd be printed and 
lie over until to-morrow. 

Mr. BUCHANAN sirnified his azsen't; but 
(hat itshould not go beyond that period. 

THE LOAN B'LL. 

The bill from the House, authorizing a Joan of 
twelve millions cf dollars, was taken up, and a 
long and interesting debate took place; in which it 
was opposed by Messrs. CALHOUN, NICHOL- 
SON, WOODBURY, znd BENTON, and advc- 
caied by Mr. CLAY of Kentucky. 

The question was then taken cn the passage of 
the bill, and resulted—yeas 23, nays Qi’, as f llows: 

YEAS—Messis. Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Be:rier- 
Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, Dixon, Evans, Gra‘ 
ham, Henderson, Huntington, Ker, Mangum, 
Morehead, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Simmons, 
Smith ot Indiena, Southard, Tallmadge, White, 
and Woodb:i¢ge—23. 

NAYs—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Cal- 
houn, Clay of Alabama, Cuthbert, Falton, King, 
Line, Mouton, Nichols: n, Pierce, Sevier, Smivh 
of Conn. Sturgeon, Tappan, Wa ker, Woodbury, 
Wrizht, and Young—20. 

So the bill was passed. 

The Senate then proceeded to take up the Fiscal 
Bank bill; but, on wotion of Mr. MANGUM, 

The Scnate acjourned. 








HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monday Jury 19, 1841. 

After the reading of the journal, Mr. HUNT of New York 
presented the petition of James Smith and 107 others, citizens 
of the city of New York, pray'ng the passage of a bankrupt 
law. Referred to the Judiciary Committee. 

Mr, TURNEY called tor the reading of the amended journal 
of Friday last, which was read as follows, to wit: 

“Mr. Joun Quincy Apams rose and stated that he was 
notin the House when the resolutions were submitted and 
read, and asked that they be again read. 

“The Speaker directed the Clerk to read the resolutions. 

“Mr. Turney objected to the reading, 

“The Speaker decided that as the reading was objected to, 
the question must be put to the House. 
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“Mr. Topney appealed from that decision, on the ground 
that, having been read, the resolutions could not be again read, 
if one member objected. 

“and on the ques:ion, Shall the decision of the Chair stand as 
the judgment ot the House? 

“fc passed in the afticmative. 

“The question was then putto the House that the resolutions 
be read, . . 

“and passed in the affirmative. 

“aad the resolutions were read.’’ 

Mr. T. then offered to amend the same by substituting the 
following, Viz: 

“a4 motion was made by Mr. STancy thatthe resolutions do 
lie on the table. 

Mr. Jounn Quincy Apams called for the reading of the re- 
glutions, he not having been in hisseat when they were read. 

“Mr, Turney objected to the reading, onthe ground that they 
had already been read. 

“The Speaker decided thatas Mr. Apams had not heard the 
resolutions real, he had a right to cail tor the reading, and that 
they must be read. | 

“From this decision, Mr. Turney appealed to the House. 

“and the question being put, 

“Shall the decision of the Chair stand as the judgment of the 
Tlouse? s 

‘I. passed in the affirmative. 

“The resolutions were then read.’’ 

Mr. T. said the amendment offered by him, was the journal 
asmade up by the Clerk froin his minutes, aa taken down at 
the time, which agreed literally with the report of the proceed- 
ings of that day, in the Latelligencer, the orgaa of the SPEAKER 
and his party. 

Mr. T. here read from the Intelligencer of Saturday last as 
follows: 

“Mr. ADAMS not having been in his seat, he said, when the re- 
solution was offered, called for the reading of the resolution and 
amendments. 

“Mr. Turney objected on the ground that the resolution had 
been read more than once already. 

“The SPEAKER Said a member hada right to have read the 
resolution on which he had to vote. 

“and on tnis decision Mr. Turney appealed. 

“Aud the question on the appeal being taken, the House 
affirmed the decision of the Chair.” 

Mr. T. said the journal, as made up by the Clerk from his 
mtnutes made at the time, agreed in every particular with the 
reportin the Intelligencer. Here, then, said Mr. T. we have 
the account of the facts as taken down at the time they trans- 
pired, by a sworn officer of this House, and as taken down 
and reported in the lavelligencer, agreeing as the statement of 
facts; but, said Mr. T. this was not all. He had conversed with 
a number of gentlemen of both parties, and they all sustained 
the Clerk and the Intelligencer, and concurred with him in his 
recollection of facta. Mr. T. said he could not be mistaken, that 
it must be recollected that when the land bill was before the 
House, and it had been ordered to be engrossed and read a third 
time, some gentlemen cailed for the reading of the bill by its 
title, and that the Speaxer replied, that if there was no objec- 
tion to the bill would be read by its title. The Speaker a!so 
informed the Mouse that the bill was engrossed. Mr. T. said 
that he afterwards ascertained the fact the bill was not en- 
grossed. 

Tne gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Grirmer] called for the 
reading of the bill, which wasdenied him by the Speaker. 
This, Mr. T. said, he believed’ was wrong, and he then deter- 
mined that he would, at some future time test the correctness of 
this decision; and thatafterwards, when the loan bill was before 
the House, which had never been read in the Mouse, and 
never has been to ths day, although it has figally passed the 
House, but which, he admitted, was readin Committee of 
the Whole—that after the House ha! ordered this bill to be en- 
grossed and read a third time, anl the call to read the bill by its 
tile had been made by anumber of members, though the 
Speaker had not, as in a case of the land bill, stated that if 
there was no objection the bill wouldbe read by its title, he 
(Mr. T.) called tor the reading of the bill. This the Speaker 
refused to perrnit to be done; stating that he would presume that 
the louse had agreed to read the bill by its title only. Andthe 
bill was not read. This, said Mr. T. was depriving the mino 
rity of alltheir rights—that the gag @ad been put in their 
mouths to stop them from talking—and that the Speaker had, 
by this decisiun, corked up their ears, to preventthem from 
hearing and knowing the provisions of the bills wh ch they 
were required to vote on—that if these gags and corks were to 
be continued, the Democratic party—the minority in this House 
—being thus deprived of every vestige of right on this floor, 
had as well go home, for they could not, under these circum- 
stances, be of any service to the country. 

Mr. T. said he then resolved to bring this question before the 
House the first opportunity, and to have a final decision of the 
question so as to secure to the minority some rights in this 
Mouse, and he therefore availed himself ot the opportunity of 
doing so wheathe reading of the resolution was called for by 
the gentleman from Massachusetts, (Mr. Apams,] and that 
when the Chair overruled his objection, and decided that a 
member had a right to have a proposition, on which he had to 
Vote, read, that this was a favorabietime to draw the corks out 
of their ears,and to secure to the minority the poor privilege 
of knowing the provisions of the measures they were required 
to vole oa, and to prevent any mistake in future, an‘! to place 
this decision on the journal ofthe House. He a; pealed from 
the decision of the.Ciair; but now, by falsifying the journal, he 
Will be defeated of the object of his appeal. 

The SPEAKER now made a statement, in which he said he 
had mude the correction himself, under the rules of the House, 
which gave himthe power; and that the Clerk’s minutes were 
incorrect, 

Mr. BROWN of Philadelphia, Mr. HOPKINS of Virginia, 
Mr. BRIGGS of Massachusetis, and Mr. OLIVER of New 
York, sustained Mr. Turney in his views of the case. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Tennessee said that he should vote to 
amend the journals as proposed by his colleague. That he had 
noticed the motion of his colleague to have read the distribu- 

tion bjll, and the decision of the Spzaxgr struck him with sur- 
pose. That he was Present, and noticed particularly the ap- 
plication of the gentleman from Massachusetts to have read the 
resolutions and araendments, and the objection of his col ue 
—the decision andappeal. ‘hat his recollection catunasatel 
with that of the gentleman from Virginia, (Mr. Hopxins.] That 
no question was taken save on the appeal of hiscolleague, and 
ho question taken to have the papers read upon the application 














of the gentleman from Massachusetts; that he was further con- 
firmedin his recollection from the fact, that at the time the de- 
cision was made it became a subject of conversation. between 
hinself and other members around, and the consequences 
which would follow from such a decision, to wit: That every 
paper read to the House, might be read two hundred and forcy 
times upon application of the different members That he 
thought the decision weongat the time. That he thought the 
record made up wroag. and he should vote tu amend it, su as to 
conform to what he believed to be right. 

Mr. BOT 'S of Virginia said, to prevent a tempest in a tea- 
pot, he moved to lay the whole matter on the table 

Mr. ADAMSasked him to withdraw his motion, soas to al 
low him to make an explanation , 

Mr. BOLTS, after some demurring, gave way. 

Mr. ADAMS then sustained Mr. Torney in every important 
particular; and said that the blameall rested upon him. for hav- 
ing been absent from his seat at the meeting of the House. Mr. 
ADAMs concluded by stating that he should not vote either 


way. 
Mr. BOTTS then renewed his motion. 
Mr. TURNEY wished to be allowed to set Apams right in 


regard to his motion on Friday. 

Mr. BOT?S said as he had spoken twice, he could not per- 
mit it. 

The question was then taken on the motion of Mr. Borrs, and 
the amendment was laid upen the table by— yeas 100, nays 8) 

Mr. FILLMORE of New York sid if there were petitions to 
be offered, he would move to go into Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union. 

Mr. ADAMS said it was probably the last day of the session 
upon which petitions could be offered, and he begged that the 
morning hour might be spent in that way. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON of Tennessee moved to go into Com. 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Uniun. 

The House divided, and 120 rose inthe affirmative, which 
was a majority of the inembers elected, and the noes were not 
counted 

The Mouse then went into committee, Mr. Wrnrurop of 
Massachusetts in the Chair. 

The pen ling question being on the motion of Mr. Warrer- 
SON to strike out the enacting clause of the bill— 

Mc. McKAY (who was entitled to the floor) opposed the 
pasaage of the bill, but said that he shoul4 confine his remarks 
to that part of it which had relation to carrying on the fortifi- 
cations of the country. 

The question had been discussed as if it were now a new 
question whether the Government should erect fortifications on 
our seacoast. Two gentlemen from New York and a gentle- 
man from Massachusetts had so argued it. But that was not 
the question. Al! allowed that we must have some fortifica- 
tions on our frontier. The question now before the commiitee 
was j0t whether we should abandon this system—not whether 
we should have any fortifications at all—but whether, under all 
the circumstances of the times, it was proper that tWese appro- 
Ptiations should be made. This was the true issue, and he 
hoped that gentlemen would not suffer themselves to be drawn 
aside from it. 

He was opposed to the passage of the bill, but did not wish 
to be understood as being opposed to a judicious system of forti- 
fications. 

Mr. McK. went into the early history of the system of mari- 
time fortifications in the United States to show how greatly the 
original plan of operations had been departed from, and how 
much the expenditures for them had been enlarged. For this 
purpose, Mr. McK. referred to a report made in the year 1794, 
by a committee of the House of Representatives, in which it 
was estimated that $76,000 would be sufficient to finish all the 
fortifications necessary for the defence of the country. In 
1209 the War Department estimated that $150,000 would com- 
plete all the fortifications, except chains across the harbor of 
New York. Under Mr. Monroe’s administration, a Board of 
Engineers was appointed toascertain how much it would take 
to complete all the fortifications Gen. Bernard, the celebrated 
French engineer was at the head of it. This board reported in 
1919, that between seventeen and eighteen miilions of dollars 
would be sufficient to fortify our whole maritime frontier. 
From that time to the present, the Government had expended 
something like fifteen or sixteen millions of dol'ars. 

And now what were we told? After the lapse of more than 
twenty years, and after an expenditure of about sixteen mil- 
lions of dollars, (being an amount approaching nearly to that 
estimated in 1819 2s sufficient to render complete cur posture of 
national defence,) what, he would ask, were we told? Ina re- 
port made to Congress during the year 1340, it was stated that 
thesum of at least twenty-nine million five hundred and fifteen 
thousand dollars would be required to accomplish the object 
which, in 1819, it was estimate! would require only seventeen 
or eighteen millions, It wonld bean interesting inquiry, if op- 
portunity served, to go into the progress of this system of forti- 
fications; he had the material, but not the time to do so. He 
would, however, call attention to two or three facts in connec- 
tion with it. Mr. McK. then proceeded to show the com. 
mencement of the system to have been an appropriation of se- 
venty-six thousand and ninety-four dollars, and that from this 
beginning it had swelled out to the expenditures and estimated 
expenditures above alluded to. : 

Were nat these facts enough to make the House pause in this 
career of expenditure? aly 

Mr. McK. then complained that the oricinal plan or classifi- 
cation of these fortifications had been departed from, and en 
tered into some srecifications and particulars. 

He would, however, pass these views, and he would come to 
one having a more direct and immediate bearing upon the ques- 
tion before the committee He argued that ifthe money pro- 
posed to be apprepriated by this bill could be judiciously ex- 
pended during the present year—if the appropriations already 
made for the purpose of contiauing these works had been ex- 
hausted, it would be right to make additional appropriations. 

Had not the Department already at its diepozal means am- 
ply sufficient to carry on these works during the present year? 
If the committee would lend him their attention for a short 
time, he thonght he could without difficulty demonstrate tke 
fact. Mr. McK. proceeded to argue, by reference to figures 
and estimates, that, supposing the Secretary of War to prose- 
cute these works at the same rate of expenditure as had been 
pursued since the present Administra'ion came into power, 
there was enough money on hand to carry on these works dur- 
ing the year and for the month of January next. Mr. McK. 
also adverted to certain discrepancies which, he said, existed be- 
tween the letter sent in the other day from the Secretary of 
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War (in answer to the call) and that which had been tranamit. 
ted at an earlier period of the session to the Committee of Ways 
and Means on the same subject 

The gentleman from New York, (Mr. Fineworns) in 
course of sume remarks made the other day, eat that our for 
tresses were In a defencel: as condition: that they had been en 
tirely neglected and let. in a state of dtiapidation under the for 
mer Adminisiration, aad that now something must be dore to 
repair the injuriesthus sustained. He, Mr McK. regretied that 
the gentleman should have made this reference; that he should 
have brought party polities (9 bear upon a question with whieh 
they had nothhag todo. If the gentleman was dispoved to in- 
troduce party polities here, he sheuld have found some other 
and more fiding occasion. He, Mr. McK. admitted it to be pro- 
per thal, at some period of the sessions of Congress, 
there shoul! be a general range of debate on all the great inte. 
rests of the country, but it should on some certain definite o¢ 
casion —as, for instance, when the President’s Megsage was re- 
ferred to the Committee of the Whole on the state of che Union 
But when these masters of busines came beiore them, all such 

liscussions should be avoiled. 

Sut was the charge true thatthe last Administration, and 
the Admmistration which immediately preceded it, had su 
fered our fortifications to fall into a dilapidated condition 3 
He asserted, without fear of contradiction, thatauch was not 
the fact. Mr. McK. proceeded, in support of his positon, ta 
show, that dur the last twelve years, which embraced the 
administration of Me. Van Buren and that of General Jackson, 
the sum often million three hundred and ninety-eeven thou 
sand dollars had been expended—being as much money ex 
pended on fortifications as had been expended by the Govern 
ment during the forty previous years of its cxistence. Con 
gress, he contended, had voted most liberal appropriations tor 
these purposes during the last twelve years for these ‘works, 
The disbursement of the money thus appropriated was left in 
the hands of engineer officers; and ut there had been any wanton 
waste of the public moceys, these officers, not the Executive, 
were responsible And Mr. MeK. argued at considerable 
length, that liberally as appropriations had been voted for these 
purposes under the late Administration, yet that it was well 
known that the friends of that Administration endeavored to 
procure appropriations still more liberal, but that its effort: 
were frustrated by the action of the party with which the gen- 
tleman fiom New York (Mr. Prriators) then and now was act 
ing. A reference to the journa's of both Housea (Mr. McK 
said) would show that these chargea of neglect of the public 
works came with anal! grace from the pariy who were now in 
power. Amongst other things, Mr. McK. consulted the jour 
nals of the Senate to show that Messrs. Ewing and Critten 
den had voted against Mr. Benton's plan of for ificationa, 
&c. He had prepared a table showing the amount of expendi- 
tures from 17.1} to 1837, inclusive, for fortificationsin each of 
the States, but he would not take up the time of (he committee 
by reading it. 

Ifthe money proposed by this bill, ifthe money was given ta 
the Dapattment, it woul! be imposeible for the Secretary to 
expend it. He believed that fortifications were necessary; yet 
he thought that the expenditures should be made in such a way 
as not to wasie the public money. He thought a revision of 
this subject should take place; and, until this revision had ta- 
ken place, he was not willing to vote more than the aggregate 
aj propriation sof the last fifieen years, 

Mr. McK. then alluded to certain remarks made by Mr. Ma- 
son of Ohio, on a formerday. In the course of some remarks 
submitted on a former day, he (Mr. McK.) had distinctly s ated 
that he opposed the bill solely on the ground that the money 
was asked for in atime of profound peace, when the President 
himselflooked to a continuance of peace. He had further 
stated that ifthe proper organ of the Government would take 
the responsibility of saying that the condition of cur foreign 
relations was such as (o require these appropriations, he would 
vote for them Now, he wished to ask the gentleman from 
Ohio (Mr. Mason] whether he intended to say or to insinuate 
that he [Mr. McK.] was endeavoring on thia floor to place the 
country in the wrong in the face of a powerful adverse ry? or 
whether he meant to say that he (Mr. McK.) was not willing, if 
necessary, to make large and liberal appyopriations in case of 
emergency? 

Mr. MASON promptly disclaimed any intention to make 
personal allusions to the gentleman from North Carolina [Mr. 
McKay] or any other member of the House. He (Mr. Ma. 
sON,) inthe remarks he had made, hadspoken of the great party 
to which that gen'leman was attached, 

Mr. McKAY said he had not thought that the gentleman {n- 
tended any thing personal against him. Hehad looked upon 
the course of the gentlemen in those remarks as one of those 
adroit movements that gentlemen were aptto make when they 
were aware that certain charges which they brought might be 
mace against themselves—thus anticipating the charge. He, 
however, would not purave the matter further. 
Whenever large appropriations had been called for to be ex. 
penJed on thes: objecta, it had been with reference to the 
threatening aspect ofour foreign affairs. If these appropria- 
tions were to be put on that ground, it was the duty of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means or of Foreign Affairs, or some 
other committee of this House, to inform them official 
whether there was any change in our forcign relations which 
required them. 

{A message in writing was received from the President of 
the United State, through Joun Tyver, jr. his Private Se- 
cretary.] 

Mr. FILLMORE went into an explanation in reply to Mr. 
McKay, in which he refeired him toa report from the Chief 
ngineer accompanying the President’s message, referring to 
the deplorable state of dslapidation into which the fortificadons 
have been suffered to fall, and to the great loss annually eus- 
tained by the country in consequence ofthe waste of money 
applied to them. 

Mr McKAY rejoined, and stated the reason of the dilanida- 
tion to be that stated the day befere by Mr. Mason, of Ohio, 
viz. that there had not been a soldier put in charge to keep 
them from decay; yet that gentleman and his friends had voted 
against any Increase of the army. 

“Mr. LITTLEFIELD addresse | the committee as follows: 

Mr. Chairman: When I took my seat in this House at ths 
commencement of the sescion, it Was not my intention to tak: 
any partin the debates which might arise. I had determine! 
that I would bea sile ‘t listener to the proceedings during ths 
extra session, at least, and content myre'f with giving my vo e 
upon all the questiors which came up forconsideration. I an 
only induced to depart from that determination by the exirac;- 
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dinary corse taken in relation to this bill; and I assure you, 
eir, and this coaimittee, that it Is not my intention to trespasa 
upoa the committee bul a very short time. Even the short 
space of one hour ts mnore ‘ime than is necessary foc me to say 
all that I desire to on this subject; and, sir, | do not cousirue 
the rule as some genticmen seem to have dove. 1 donot con- 
sider that a member is obliged to speak an hour whether he has 
any thingtosayornot. Atany rate, if such is the fur Ccon- 
struction of the rule, | shaliask the indulgence of the conmu 
vee to allow me ‘\o do, what lalways desire to, and that is, to 
leave off speaking alier Lam done talking. 

Several gentlemen have addressed this committee on the sub- 
ject before ua, and at the closes of their remarks informed you, 
sir, which way they intended to vote on the question; and but 
for such annunciation, you would have been puzzled to know 
on which side they were to be found. Bome good speeches 
have beau made against this bill by members who intend to 
vote for it, and some onl apeeches have been made by mem- 
bore in favorof the bill, who have at the close announced their 
determination to go againstit. Sir, these see ning laconsisien- 
cies can all be explained. Some gentiemen will vote for this 
bill because the Georgia militia claim is included in it, who 
would vote against icif it ouly contained the appropriation for 
fortifications; others will vote against it who would g» for itil 
the Georgia miliua claim were not included. 

Before I proceed any further, lest A should place myself in 
the same position which Thave assigned to others, and lest I 
should leave any chance of doubt as to my vote op this ques- 
tion, Istate to you amd to the committee explicitly, that lam in 
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favor of the till, and shall vote form most cheerlully, alihongh 
i shall underwke Lo show that an important section of Ue 
country is mostcruelly neglected i its provision 
In relation to the Georgia clan for militia services ¢ 

tained in this bill, [have to say, thatl have satisfied mysell, b 
youd a deubt, that it oughtto be paid by the General Govern 
ment li is a debt due fromthe Goverument, and there is no 
reason Wiiy tshould not be paid, and prompily paid, and 1 
make no objection to this bil because that claim is inciuced in 
ht. Butl mast be permite ito say, sir, thet L object to Ubts wian- 
ner of blending subjecia of entirely different characters in Ui 


same bill, lconsiter t unfair legislation, There is no more 
reas in why the Georgia caim should be tacked on to the (or.ill- 
evion bill than there is that it should be attached to the loan 
bill, or che land bill, or the bill giving a gratuity to the widow of 
the late President. I would adopt the same rules ip legtsiation 
that J would in the common transactions of business. I would 
have every mexsure etaad or fal) by its own merits, In my 
coantry, sir wecall this system of legislation log-rolling. Tt 
ie a bad system, sir, and oughtto be, aod I bope wil be, aban- 
doned, 

J have said that in the provisions of this bill an important 
section of the country has been cruelly neglected. T need not, 
perhaps, ray thit Lailudeto the Siateof Maine. Sir, tits 
new thing; that State basal ways been neglected inappropriation 
of thus Kid; but + believe that there has been some tile item of 
expenditure heretofore ln the appropriation bills, just euough to 
show that the committees and Congress were aware that tere 
waseuch astate inthe Union. [did hope that some provision 
would be made in this bill fur the repair, at least, of the old for- 
tifications in thatsState. Do the Committee of Ways and Means 
know that Maine has more (nan three hundred miles of defence- 
less sencoast?) Does that committee and this [louse know that 


isthe 


the terriuory of that State is more extensive than all the resi of 


New England put together!—that we have some of the most 
important rivers in the country?—that some of these rivers are 
navigable for ships of war far into the interior of the State, one 
of them to the seat of Government of the State, or within a lew 
miles of it?--that our whole Northern tronuer is daily exposed 
to the encroach ments of, if not occupied by. a foreign power? 

Di? members of this House ever hear or know that Maine 1s 
the 4th State in tonnage in this Unioa, and more tons of shipping 


are annialiy built there than ia avy oiher Sate? Do members 
know that Maine now has an uadisputed claim upon Gus Go 
vernment of nearly balla million of dotlars, for a gallant d 

feuce of the northeastern frontier of the tnited Sates from 
toveizn invasion? Sir, if the members or the committee why 
reported this bill had entirely forgotten the fact that such a Gite 
existed, when Uiey made out their list of appropriations forthe 
defence of the coast, Lentreat them now to take no'ice of the 





facto T have stated, and, iu future, not entirely neglect our wants 
and claims. 
When this bill waa laid upon our tables, 1 was utterly sur- 
prised to find that not asinzle dollar was appropriated by the 
wrovisions of it for the defence of the coast of Maine and New 
fampshire It is not my purpose to complain tor the later 
State, She is ably represented on this floor. Her Representa- 
tives are fully competent to vindicate her rights, After ny 
surprise had in some measure subsided, Lset myselfabout to see 
what could be done. I had a consultation with some of my co!- 
leagues, and it was agreed that an effort should be made to 
amend the bill, and obtain some small appropriation for the de- 
fence ofourS ate Nis proper here, sir, that [ shou'd state that 
I did not personally consult the member from the Cumberland 
District, (Mr. Fasspnpen,} but I had no doubt he would co 
operate in the effort to obtain the appropriations which he 
could not but know were so much needed. Ata proper time, 
my colleague (Mr. Cutrrorp] moved to amend the bill by add 
inz the small sum of six thousand six hun lred dollars for the 
repair ef Forts Scammelt and Preble, in Portland harbor, It 
had been agreed to ask for that sum, hoping that so sinalla boon 
could not be refused. And here, sir, allow me to say, for the 
information of gendemen who are not acquainted with the lo- 
ealities of the State of Maine. that Portland harbor ts one of the 
finest in the known werld. The city of Portland is one of the 
most beautiful cities in this Union; and it is no disparagement 
to any other place to say that, in virtue, patriotism, anil hos 
tality, its inhabitants are not excelled by those of any other city 
in the United States. 
On the introduction of the amendment, sir. I was escouraced 
to perceive, as T thoucht T did, that the chairman of the Com 
mittee of Ways and Means, who repor‘ed this bill. looked upon 
it with some favor. Lreally thought that it would be adopred, 
and that we should be able to inform our constituents that they 
were notenfirely neziected Atthis stage of the proceedings, 
my colleague, [Mr. Fsssexven,] who represents the distrret in 
which Portland is situated, rose in his place, as I supposed, to 
alvocate the amendment, and L was prepared to hear him, in 
an eloquent manner, vindicate the claims of the lovely city in 
which be resides, Sir, if I had been surprised at any thing else 


which had taken place in relation te this matter, judge of my 
yiter astonishment to heay my colieague [Mr. Fassenpen) ex- 
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press his willingness that the dmendment should be defeater. 
Sir, a cold shudder crept over me as IT heard him calmly and 
coolly announce to this committee that be did not desire to em- 
barrass the bill with the amendment of my colleague, (Mr. Cuir- 
rorp.}] I did intend, sir, toadaress the committee in support 
of that amendment, but, afier the Representative from the Port. 
land district had thrown bis bucket of cold water on our efforts, 
1 abandofied, ia deepair, all hope of procuring any amendment 
providing for the defenceless seacoast of Maine. 

Itis no part of my daty to censure the course taken by my 
colleague. He has no doult acted conscientiously in this mat- 
ter; at any rate I am bound so to consider it. I leave him 
to juatify ‘his course to his constituents, simply remark- 
ing, that [have no doubt they will be as much astonished at 
his course in relation to this matter as I have been. 

Sir, there seems to have been a settled determination that 
no amendment whatever should be made to this bill by way of 
additional appropriations, It would be uncharitable to sup- 
ove that this bil had been ievestigated in Committee of the 

Vhole on the state of the Whig party, and that it had there 
been determined that no amendment should be made to it. I 
make no euch charge; Lonly say thatthe systematic opposition 
to all propositions to amend is very remarkable, unless some 

uch course has been taken 

Mr. Chairman, 1 deprecate all party action on a bill of this 
kind. My political associates on this flocrde not make ita party 
question. If they did, sir, 1 venture to predict that it could not 
iis House, thouch [do not speak with perfect confidence 
on this point. ‘The vote will show. Some of the moet able 
and intelligent members of my party have sp ken agalnst it, 
and will vote against it; aud others equally intelligent and able 
have yken joa favor of it, and will record their votes in favor 
i should not be mixed 


p45 


‘ 





-of it. Sir, th et of common defence 

up with party pvt il notailow mysell, for one, to b 
iMuenced by party considerationsin this matier, ind Tam ¢on- 
fideat I] speak ihe views of my political friends on this floor, 
when I say that we do not consider 1La party quesuion. 


Sir, has been intumated by some gentlemen on this floor, 
vt this bill should pass because we are threatened with imme- 
diate collision witha foreign power. Sir, such considerations 
have no weight with me. I believe that our fortifications 
should atall times be in a good state of preparation; in times 
of profound peace as well as when war is threatened. My. 
Chairman, I have no fears ofimmediate war with Great Bri- 
tain, or rather I mizhtsay | have no hope of war; but, sir, lam 
anticipating and fearing comething much more to be dreaded 
than all the horrors’of war; and that ‘s naional degradation, 
Yes, sir, our country is already degraded in the eyes of the civil- 
ized world, We have consented to treat with a haughty fo- 
reicn power under the influence of a direet threat; and our 
country, through its constititutional organs, has cringed and 
bowed the knee to the same power, we have, in two glorious 
ware, bravely met and conquered 

is nota member on this floor who can more appro- 
ciate the blessings of peace than the humble in:!ividual who 
now adresses you. I would purchase peace with the sacrifice 
of every thing but national honor; but, sir, when I must choose 
between war onthe one hand,or the disgrace of my country on 
the other, 1 shall embrace the former, with all its attendant hor- 
rora, without the lvast hesitation, though Ishould know it would 
continue to the end of my existence, 

Mr. Chairman, every gentleman who hears me _ will, of 
course, understand that Talinde to the correspondence between 
our Government and that of Great Britain in relation to the 
McLeod affair. Sir, that correspondence has caused me more 
sorrow thananger. Itis with feelings of the deepest humility 
at the position in which our country is placed, that T speak of it 
and the persons responsible for it. IT would to God that it 
contd not only be blotted from the pages of our history, but 
from the remembrance of every human being who bas ever 
heard of it. And, sir, to filltooverflo ing the cup of ourWegra- 
lation, it has been bokily pronounced o# this Moor that an Ame- 
rican heart conceived, and aa American head reduced to form, 
the humiliating doc which have been the canse of all 
t! Sir, Ideny it—in the face of this House, in the 
fave of the country, in the face of the world, I deny 1. Sir, 
the American pee; le repudiate the doctrines of that correspond 
ence: and the world should understand that the same individual 
who has advanced snch doctrines, once declared on the floor of 
the Senate of the Uniled States that he would not vote to put 
the means of his country into the hands of the President for 
defence, though the enemy were battering down the walls of 
thisCapitol. Sir, there is no danger of war, while the present 
Adm nistration is in power. T do not mean by this assertion 
thu the individual now exercising the duties of the office of 
President of the United States is wanting mn patriotism. I 
speak of the power behind the throne, which, I have creat reason 
to fear, is greater than the throne itself. 

If that mdividual, sir, will take a high and lofty stand in rela- 

tion to this matter, as well as all others, every patriot in this 
nation, without regard to party lines, will giory in sustaining 
him. 
& Mr. Chairman, it has been intimated by some member, fn the 
course of this debate, that opposition to this bill was more like 
ly to come from the interior than from the seaboard. This 
committee will understand, that in the State of Maine we yet 
hoidon to the good old Democratic doctrine of choosing the 
members of the House by districts. My district, str, is in the 
interior, and does not adjoin the sea coast. My imme: liate con- 
stitvents are not in any manner connected With maritime uans- 
actions. Weare, almost exclusively, an agricultural people; 
obtaining an honest livelihood in the sweat of our faces. We 
do not live by speculation and ba: k peculation. Thereis nota 
shinplaster manufactory in my district, and never has been, and 
IThepe never will be. If there isa member on this floor who 
has cause te be proud of his constituents, it is myself and an in- 
timation that myself or my constituents would desert our 
friends who occupy the sea shore, and are more immediately 
exposed to the ravages of war than we are, is an imputation 
upon us that we do notdeserve. Sir, we have more than once 
marched tothe defence of our borders, and we shall do it again, 
whenever necessity calls for sueha sacrifice. Tam not only 
Willing to vote money torepair the lertifications on our sea 
cosst, but Lam willing to oecupy those fortifications, when the 
enemy appears before them; and my constitwents are the last 
men who will falter when that country calis for their services. 
True bravery and efficient courage is always to be found in the 
honest hearts and hard hands of the tillers of the soil. Such 
inen, Lam proud to say, are my constituents. 

There is one objection to the passage of this bill which is 

entitled to consideration, I understand the chairman of the 
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cmmitiee to admit, that it is not expected that any greater 
sum can be expended before the next regular session of Con- 
gress than is now on hand, being the balance of old appropria. 
tions, amounting to about eeven hundred and eighty-four thoy. 
sand dollars. Now, sir, such being the fact, I thirk that this 
bili should not have been introduced at this extra session, | 
did not expect the introduction of such a bill. Ido not under. 
stand that this session was called for any such purpose. I yn. 
derstood that the object was to fillthe Treasury, not to drain it 

I supposed we asseinbled here t# relieve the istresses of the 
people, not to increase their burdens. I, therefore, am of « pi- 
nion, sir, that this bill, so much of it at least as relates to the 
fortifications, is prematurely brought forward; and, sir, 1 un. 
derstand that the only reason urged by the Secretary of War 

er the chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means, for its 
passage, at this time, is the probability that a bill of the kind 
would not be likely to pass ull a late day in the next regular 
session. Sir, it is an lnputation which this Congiess should 
not rest under. Tbe majority in this House can pass any bill 

under the opera‘ion of its present rules, in three hours. 1 do 
not mean to admit the justice of those rules; on the contrary, | 
denounce them as being tyrannical and unjust in the extreme. 
Tue alien and sedition laws were perfeet decency compared to 
them; but, sir, I mean to say you have the power to coas you 
please; notthe power of right, but the power of numbejs: 
brute force, sir. if you please, for it is nothing less. It is q 
poor compiiment to the majority in this House to pass a bil] 
at this session because it is feared that it cannot be passed at 
the next, at any moment when the exigencies of the country re. 
quire it. ; 

I have said, sir, that this was the sirongest objection which 
had been urced against the passage of this bill; at least, it is the 
objection which has the most weight with me; but notwith- 
standing thatobjecuon, and notwithstaading all the injustice 
which has been done to many sections of the Couniry, end my 
own State in particular, I hope the bill will pass. The money 
will notbe drawn from the ‘Treasury until the work is p i 
formed, and in making calculations for the wants of the Trea- 
sury, this sum should not be reckoned as among the expendi- 
tures of this year. 

I beg leave to be permitted to say, in connection with this 
subject, one word in relatiog to the present state of the finances 
of this country. tis well known that among the many false 
and groundless charges mace against the last Administration, 
previous (othe late election, was that of extravagance in the 
expenditure of the public money. lt was gravely and serious. 
ly charged that the cou try wasin debtto the amount of foriy 
millions of dollars; and although the gentleman from New 
York[{Mr. Barnarp] now denies that such was intended w be 
the purpori of his famous speech on that subject,L can tell that 
gentleman that such was the inference drawn from it in the 
sec‘10n of the country where I reside; and if the gentleman de- 
sires to know how his speeches came circulated io my region 
of country, I will inform him that not only his, but all the other 
humbug speec'es of the day, were circulated in cartloads 
through that country, under the frank of a certain prominent 
member of this House, at the expense of this Government. 

I now ask the gentieman from New York (Mr. Barnaap] if 
his hopes had been realized, and the nation had been fous ia 
eebt the sumof forty millions of dollars, if he would not have 
claimed credit for making a correct calculation in that speech? 
Do you believe, sir, that weshou.d have heard the disclaimer 
which the gentleman has found it convenient to make, when 
driven tothe wall in this matter? Sir, I will not take up ume 
to enter into acaleulation on this subject; I have paid much at- 
tention to it since the commencement of this session, I have 
listened with much anxiety to the debates here and elsewhere 
on the subject of the finances, aad have examined the reports 
and documentsin reiation thereto. Other gentlemen will ex- 
amine ‘or themselves; but Iassert. as the result of my atten- 
tion to thissubject,that oa the fourth of March last,when the rew 
Administration came lito powei, this nation was not in debt 
to the amount of a Ringle doliar. Sir, is wetl known thata 
threat was made, that after the 4thof Maich last new books 
should be opened, so that sll future geterations could make a 
comparison between the economy of the last and present Admi- 
nistrations. Thopethat course hasbeentaken. Jam sure that 
the friends of the late Administration.will have nothing to fear. 
They can proudly look to the condition of the finances on the 
4th of March, 1811. Lam only surprised, that amidst all the 
trouble inthe business of ihe country, it was possible that the 
Treasury could be left in such a healthy con :uion. Sir, none 
but a cool, calculating, clearbeaded Yankee could have done it. 
Tam not only proud that New England hadthe honor of fur- 
nishing the man who was fully equal to the exigencies of the 
times, at the head of the Treasury Department; but I rejoice, 
sir, that gallant New Hampskire has seen fit to plece him 
where he can meet, face to face, his accusers, and nail their 
fallacious reasoning and financial errors to the counter, as he 
is successfully doing every day. 

Sir, I wish I could hope that the present dominant party will, 
when called upon on the 4th of March, 1845, as they assuredly 
will be, toresign the Government ofthe country into Democra- 
tic hands, be able to leave the Treasury in as good condition as 
they found it. 

If it wasin order, [should be glad to take a birdseye view of 
the extraordinary proceedings of this extraordinary session of 
this extraordinary Congress, and slightly tonch upon the exira- 
ordinary means which were put in requisition to obtain the 
power now exercised by the patty in the ascendency. Butas I 
commenced with a fall determin ition not to trespass upon the 
strictest rules of debate, i will deny myself that pleasure, and 
content myself with simply saying that the present is an era in 
the history of this Government which future ages will look upon 
with wonder and surprise. 2 

Mr. Chairman, Iam about to close my remarks, and redeem 
the pledge Imade at the commencement, not to be tedious. 
IT shall not probably again trouble the House during the present 
session, uniess a Convenient opportunity should offer for me to 
speak of the manner in which the p'edges made before the elec- 
tion, by the partynow in power, have been redeemed, Sir, 
that would bea fruitful theme; but I will not enlarge upon it, 
at this time; only ask, where is that, prosperity which we 
were promised? “echo answers, where?’’ 

Already have the people condemned the present Administra- 
tion. On the second Monday of September next, a day not far 
distant, the annual election takes place in Maine. 1 now pro- 
mise my Democratic friends, that, on that day, will that noble 
State be redeemed from the ae of Federal misrule. 
on _make the pledge. The, Democracy of. Miine will 
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Mr. FESSENDEN spoke in reply, and adverted to the official 
authority on which the appropriations in the bill rested, and 
expressed his own conviction of their urgent necessity. Even 
his colleague hadexpressed a determination to vote for it, and 
Mr. F. was so far just fied by his authority. He could not con- 
ceive, therefore, why he had gone out of his way, to make 
an attack upon him. 

Mr. F. then went into an explanation of what had passed be- 
tween himself and Mr. Cuirrorp previous to the motion made 
some days ago by the latter genueman fur an appropriation for 
Forts Preble and Scammel, in Portland harbor, and to his wil- 
lingness that his colleague should get what credit he could from 
the fact of having made the motion in reference to the very spot 
from which Mr. F. came, and with which he might be suppo 
sed to have some acquaintance. Ie had been ready to support 
his colleague’s mouion, when his colleague untortunately dis- 
covered that there was already an appropriation of $6,600 made 
jJast year for those works, which was now ia a course of expen- 
diture upon them. 

Mr. PROF FIT addressed the committee. He said he should 
vote foe the appropriations; that he believed they were neces- 
sary to placethe country laa proper state of defence. He re- 
viewed sundry :emarks made by various gentlemen in op posi- 
tion. He deprecated the war speeches and panics got up, as he 
believed, for political purposes. He portrayed the consequen- 
cesattendant upon the report of Mr. Pickens; the system of 
deteption practised on the people, both in Great Britain and in 
this country; and declared it as his belief that there were some 
who would willingly plunge the two countries into a war for 
personal azgrandizemest and ambition; and that, believing as 
he did, he should upon all occasions expose to the best of his 
ability these deceptions, and unmask the hollowness of the pro- 
fessiuns of those Wino were always on the fleor of Congress mis- 
leading the people and poisoning the public ear. 

Mr. WISE expressed a wish that thatjthe gentleman from 
Teanessee (Mr. WatTerson] would consent to withdraw his 
motion to surike oultthe enacting clause of the bill, and he 
would then move tostrike outthe first section. 

Mr. WATTEESON complied. 

Mr. C. BROWN also having withdrawn his amendment for 
an appropaiation ioc Fort Miffin— 

Mr. Wisi moved toamend the bill by striking out the first 
seciion. 

Mr. W. then wentinto aspecch in support of his motion 
He recapitulated the ground lie had formerlytaken, and re- 
minded Mr. Firtmons that he had himself admitted that the 
average expenditure.on fortifications for the last twelve years, 
ineludinggiSiV, bad been $366,000. But the gentleman’s escape 
lrom the Comparative average according to this bill had been 
that the sum 1n the bill, together with the unexpended balance 
on hand, was to be considered as the expenditure for two years 
and a half, viz. for 1840, 1841, and part of 1542. How the een- 
tleman could now get back sv as to spend the meney in 1840, 
Mr. W. did not understand, unless he had the power of rolling 
back the wheelsoftime. Why didhe egoback to the year 
1810! Because a portion ofthis balance of $754,000 now on 
haod ought to have been expended in 1840. Weill; he mightas 
well take a step still further back and include 1¢39. Why not 
1833? Ife might go back to the year one on the same princi- 
ple, aud so reduce the average just as much ashe chose. But 
the matter Came to this: there remained on hand of unexpeni- 
ed appropriations $784,025; the bill at first asked for g1,019,000 
in adtiuos to this. ‘The committee had now agreed, however, 
to reduce this sum to $940,000; making an aggregate of $1,724,- 
025. Mr. W. had asked Mr. F, how and when this money was 
to be expended? and he had replied that it was to be applied 
part during theremainder ef this season, and part during the 
beginning of thonext. But inthis he contradicted the Secreta- 
ry of War, who declared thatit wasall to be expended during 
the present year. “‘Inregard to the increased amount of ap- 
propriations asked for the present year, it was believed that 
Uiere Was an eminent propriety in esumating for an amountat 
least as large as the one presented to the House, Many un- 
foreseen cause should prevent the expenditure of the whole 
amount within the year,” &. And what saidthe Chief En- 
gineer? “Thisremaining balance of $491,653 may all be «x- 
pended, together with the grants asked in the esUnrates now be- 
jore Congiess, before the close of the working season at the 
North, and atan early day after the season shall have opened 
at the South.” 

The Department then estimated the whole sum of $1,724 025 
for this present year (S41; not for two years and a half but for 
one year. Theaverage of appropriations from 1829:0 18490, in- 
Clusive, Was $762,513; dednet this from the $1,724,025, and it 
would show an exces timate forthe year over the 
propriations of $961,482. 

So the average of expenditures for the same period had been 
$360,447; but the excess of estimate tur this year over that ave- 
rage would be §357,578. Col. Totten had reported that ia 
ninety-one days they had expended $248,653, and in three 
months anda half, viz: April, May, June, and half of July, 
they had spent $292,372; this gave an average expenditure of 
$34,500 per month. There were five and a half working 
mouths remaming (including December) which, at the same 
rate per month, would give $464,750. Add these together, and 
the total amount to be expended during this year would be 
$757,122; take this from the amount of unex pended appropria- 
tions at the commencement of the working season, viz: $784.,- 
025, and it nust leave a balauce still unexpended of $26,903. 
But this included December, in which month no money could 
be oxpended; add for this month $34,500 unexpended, and the 
totaljJbalance at the end of the year would be $111,403. 

lt was -aid, however, that the works were to be pressed 
more Vicorousiy; yes, butthe Secretary had told the House 
that he was already going on ‘he active plan, and not the dila- 
tory; and tt appeared that, whip and spur, the Chief Engineer 
hai not been able to expend more than atthe rate of $84,500 a 
month. It was, therefore, demonstrable that a large balance 
would remain on hand unexpended at the cluse of the year. 

_ Mc. W. insisted, therefore, that the only effect of appropriat- 
ing s» largely asthe bill proposed would be to throw power in- 
tothe Department. With the simple difference, then, of the 
balance the committee had stricken out, he stood just where he 
had doue before the chairman’s reply, and insisted that the bill 
appropriated more than double the average amount heretofore 
sapransieind, and more than could possibly be spent within 

e yenr. 

Mr. ‘W. had been accused of opposing fortifications. This 
he utterly denied. He was emphatically a friend to them both 
in peace and in war, yet at the same time he was unwilling to 
keep in the hands of the Depariment an excess of means for 
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carrying them oa. Gentlemen on all sides bad alluded to a 
prospect olwar. Mr. W. consitered it as in bad taste to cts 
cuss auch aquestion in that House unt the President, in the 
discharge of his duty, should make some intimation (o the 
House which woul! warrant such a ediscuasion. Mr. W. had 
confidence in the President that he would give timely warning, 
and Mr. W. would not assume that war was approaching unti 
that warning should be given. He expressed strong cisap- 
probation of embarrassing the negotiations of the Executive 
Department by prematurely taking up the war question in ad 
vance; every speech was a firebrand, and might touch some 
magazine in the Westor the North, the explosion of which 
would drive us into a war. The opposition to this bill had 
been complained of as querulous and captious, but the Chair 
would do Mr. W. the justice to say that he had avoided every 
thing but figures and facts, 

The remarks of the honorable geatleman from New York 
(Mr. Fictmors) on “ambiion”? did not belong to him. U 
he was ambiuous, it was only forthe good.of his country. He 
considered an extra session asthe very last time in which Con 
gress ought to be engaged In making extraordinary appropria- 
tions: it onght rather to be occupied on the Bank bill and the 
Sub-Treasury bill. Withan empty Treasury, with the public 
lauds distributed among the States,and with a loan bill ot 
twelve millions of dollars, gentlemen sat gravely debating on 
the old question put by Mr. Benton to the Departments, name- 
ly, how much of the public money they could expend in fortiti- 
cations? If the race was thus to be between appropriation 
and disbursement, there was no telling how much increase 
of tariff the nation would have to bear. If the question was 
tobe how much money we could spend, then some of the 
money ougiit to go for new works at important points upon the 
lakes. But if such lavish expenditures were to be made upon 
the carrying on of old works, what would be left for the con- 
struction of new! If the money was to be expended. he hoped 
Virginia would get her part, and that it would not be all con- 
fined to Old Point Comfort and the Rip Raps. We knew that 
his colleague { Mr. MALtory] would oppose its going anv where 
else. Old Point wasnotin Mr. W's district, but his constitn 
ents sent many siavesto work on the fortifieatio = He would 
back the Old Dominion for one-half of the hundred and fifteen 
thousand doliare which were proposed to be expended at Old 
Point. 

Mr. MALLORY. Give us the bill, and we wil! b 

Mr. WIS No doubt, after your district gets the a propria. 
tion; but J shall not vote the bill untl its propriety is dem 
strated to me more clearly. 

[A message was received from the Senate through A. Dickins, 
esq. Secretary thereof, informing this House that that body had 
passed the hillauthorizing the raising of a loan not exceeding 
twelve millions of dollars. ] 

Mr. FILLMOR+ in reply, trusted that he should deal fairlv 
with the figures, facts, and arguments of the honorable cen- 
tleman from Virginia. Mr. F. then took occasion to disclaim 
having imputed to Mr. W. an ambition to defeat 
or ambition of any improper kind, 
things. 

Mr. WISE said he had used the very term. 

Mr. FILLMORE hardly thought he had, and was very sure 
he had given the gentleman the amplest credit for his patrio- 
tism. 

And as to the gentleman’s figures,he would call back his 
recollection in the first place to what had been appropriated 
for fortifications, notin the year one, but inthe year 1539: it 
had been only $287,000, being only one-eighth of what it had 
been in 1836, and only one-third of the ordinary average of ap.- 
propriations 

Mr. WISE. Will the gentleman atate what was the unexpend- 
ed balance at the same time? 

Mr. FILLMORE resumed. In that same year there had 
been expended $866,900, which had accumulated from the p e- 
vious year. In 1840, while $891,000 had been appropriated, 
only $182,000 liad been expended. 

Now if the gentleman would take what oncht tohave becn 
expended in 1840, andadd that to what was aveked for the pre 
sent year, and would consider thatthe expenditure of this aum 
was to be spread over two years anda half, he would see thar, 
instead of exceeding the average of previous years, if would not 
come upto it. But the centleman said that we could not now 
expend monev in 1810 unless we had 


etcyeon, 


ne 





1 Y 
the bill, 


He never allucted tosuch 


he power of rolling back 
the wheels of time. Mr. FP, admittedthis, but it dul not chow 
that the money which oug! »have been spent in (10, and hye 
money apprupriated for this Year, was not spread overtwoa 


and a half years. The gentleman resorted to a decument to 
J + 


show that the whole of this sum micht be expended du; ng 
the present year did this prove that it would not cover the an- 
rropristions fer two years and ai half? And the very 


authority the gentleman had brought to prove this did itself 
show that it was opinion of the ary 
whole might be expendedin five months and a ha!f fr 
time. 

Mr. F. admitted that he had, at first, said the whole sum was 
not expected to be spent during the present year; but since 
then a later document had been received from the Depart- 
ment. Mr. F. had spoken aceording to the lights then 
afforded him: the last document expressed the opinion that 
the whole sum might be spent within the year; but it did 
not state that it necessarily must be. The two documents 
were, therefore, not so irreconcilable as the gentleman sup- 
posed. 

Here some exp anations passe} as to the question whether 
the different communications from the Secretary of War were 
or were not reconcilable with each other. ‘Mr. F. insisted that 
they were, but gave it as his understanding that the wholesum 
now asked for would not probably, thought it might, be ex- 
pended before midsummer of next year. What proof had the 
genileman from Virginia brought that a balance must remain 
atthe closeofthe season? Simply this, thatif during the re- 
maining portion of the year the expenditures should proceed at 
the rate they had hitherto done, the money could not all be ex- 
pended; but the gentleman did not remember that there were 
large works at the South, where the money con] not now be 
expended, buton which much work might be done in the latter 
partofthe year. Why rest on inferences and covjectures? 
Did not the engineers deciare that the whole of the money 
might be used? Didthe gentleman know better than they? 
And. besides, had so Jarce an amount never been eetually ez- 
pended heretofore within one working year? Mr. F here re 


the Secret: 





that the 
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om this 


ferred Mr. Wise to the year 1837, when $1,434.00 bad been 
exnended 
| ations. 


Here was a fact worth all the gentleman’s calcu- 





The gentleman had not declared whether he should vote for 
the bilttorno; he declared himself1o be a great friend w forti- 
fications, yet argued to show that they were im a great mea 
suresuperseded by modern science, and dieputed the appro- 
priations of sums necessary to complete them. As to the 
works at the Rip Raps, d&c. if large sums hal been expended 
there already, that Was no argument to stop now, when the 
works were nearly complete, and throw all away, hutto ap 
propriate enough to finish them, and so give use te all the mo 
ney heretofore spent. : 

Me. F. expressed his strong surprise that opposition to this 
bill should come from that gentieman. 

Mr. WISE said he had made no opposition ta it; he had only 
argued to show thatthe money could not be expended, 

Mr. FILLMORE sai! he had shown that the Department said 
it could, and that facta showed such asuin had been expended. 
Mr. P. was yet more surprised at the gentleman's denouncing 
war speeches on the McLeod case, when the genteman himself, 
but a few days ago, had sau he would hang Me Leod on the very 
spot where the Caroline was burnt. Did that sound ike beins 
opposed lo a war excitement? 

Mr. WISE explained, in substance, that he had been for 
leavirg McLeod to the authorities af New York and the Gene 
ral Government; and that, if he was to be executed, he thought 
that a very proper place for the gibbet, 

Mr. FILLMORE had not suppose: the gentleman to allude to 
lynch law: he presumed he meant thatMcLeod shouldbe tied 
before he was hanged; but the gentleman had eertaimly pro 
posed hanging him on the beach at Schicaser : 

Mr. WISE. Yes, rather thanthat New York should give up 
her jurisdiction, é 

Mr. FILLMORE had notso understood the gentleman. He 
deprecated excitement as much as the gentleman; but, as to de 
laying appropriations ull the President should tell Congres 
there was danger of a war, the gentleman from Virginia knew 
as well whether such danger existed as the Preadtent—se dic 
Mr. F. and would it be sound policy to throwawaya whole 
seeson’s labor on our works of defence, because no declaration 
of war had beeu made, or war meseage received from the Ex 
ccutive? Were we to throw away our twelve years’ labor, ani! 
the twenty millions of dotlars they had cost the nation? In 


works of this kind, ume was indispensable. ‘Though neta dol 
lar was in the bill for his own beloved ciiy, (Buflalo,) whieh lay 
in sightof her Majesty's dominions, and would be one of the first 


points to suotain an attack, yet be would give it his cordial sup 
port; and he mvited the genlleman from Virginia ounce more tu 
come up to the defence of lis country. Hl the Executive was 
do his duty, Congre:s must do theirs. 

Mr. RANDALL of Maryland made a brief «poechin correc 
tion of some of the errors into which Mr. McKay bad falle: 
especially 1m relauion to the forts at Annapolis. He had repre 
seate | Fort Madison and Fort Severn as belonging, according 
to General Bernard’s celebrated plan of foruficdiien for the 
Union, to the class lastto be taken up; butin this he waa mis 
taken. The work in that class was a new work to be erected at 
Annapolis; but these were old works, tor the repair of wink 
ten thousand dollars had been formerly reported, theagh thei 
were but five thousand dollars for them in tine bill, Mr. RB. 
warmly pleaded che cause of his city and harbor, stating that, 
with the exception of these worka, there was nota gun mounted 
from the Rip Rapsto Baltimore. Annapolis furnished a ready 
point of access for anenemy both to Baliimore and Wasaing- 
ton, from each of which places it was but thirty miles distant, 
witha good railroad for the transportation of vops and muni- 
tions of war. 

Mr. DAWSON observed that it was but four daya since he 
had heard the chatrman of the Naval Committee (Mr. Wisr} 
announce to the House the decision by the court of New York 
in the case of McLeod, and found on that faci a strong appeal ia 
favor of large appropriations for the navy; yetto day the eame 
voice was heard depiecating a war excitement, and opposing 
appropriations for the defence of our maritime frontier. How 
were these things to be reconciled? For himself, he had botone 
question to ask: Were these workenecessary to the natintal ce 

nee} If they were, then it was the duty of Congiees to pre- 
vide the means of carrying themon. And how was this te be 
accertained? Helooked to the Board of Engineers, to the > 
cretarvy of War, to the President of the Unted rates. He 
trened to the mezsage of the Chief Magwtrate, aud th re he 


found jt stated that the forufications were in 4 state of dilapicda 
tion, and the neee ssity urged tor pulling them in 4 etate of is 
pair 

Mr. D. then ref rred tothe langue the Fec ery Of Whar 
and then to the testimony of the ¢hanimat { Naval Chir 
mittee. | Mr. Wise,| who had announced thaten timmedit 
pt ititon wae hepensable to putour navy on @ reepectable 
looiuing Alter cowellt on tie entire concurre foil i 
proper sources of official information, Mr. D. earnestiv arfucd 
the duty of Congress, not indeed blindiy to appro; © Honey 
batte make inguiry how much could usefully be applied to 


these works during the interval in which labor cond be per 

formed; and the Chief Engmeer declared that the balance on 
hand and the sum fo the bill could both be applied tothe work 
the present season. Ile referred to the suspension of appropri. 
ations by Mr. Van Buren in 1810, andthe consequent increase 
of the sum now necessary. He explained that, accoréling to the 
wise syetem lately adopted for the application of moneys apyro 

priated to the fortifications, those situated atthe North were 
carried on during the warm months, until the sickly season at 
the South was over, when the working force wes transferred to 
the South, wh@re the works were prosecu'ed during the cool 
weather. Hence, if the appropriations should be stopped, the 
effect would fall on the South alone. Were gentlemen prepared 
to put astop te every Southern fortification? Must the works 
at Norfolk, at Charleston, at Savannah, at Mobile, at New 
Orleans, all be suspended because a gentleman from Virginia 
chose to calculate thatthe money could not all be expended 
within the year? 

Me WISE here interposed, and explained to ehow that the 
Department had, in addition to the unexpended balance ot 
$784,000, which was appropriated 10 cettain specific works 
ooly, a larec sum for fortifications in general. He reid, ie 
amount of $784,000 is not the whole amount of avatiable means 
to fortifications generally, or to all the fortifications. It 1 
only the available balance of means to the specific works in this 
bill. 

The true statement of the whole amount of bulances to a’! 
fortifications is this: 

Amount of appropriations to 15840 . 
Expended of that amount . . . 
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Leaving @ balance of 


- 652,000 
Amount of appropriatiuns for 1641 


- 485,000 
Whole amount of available means to all the fortifica- 
tions for 16841 - ° 


: . 1,137,000 
Of that balance fer the specific worke in this bill the 
amount is . : ; ° ; - 784,026 





Leaving for other works than those in this bill, for 1841, 352,975 
If this bill passes, then, as 1 is, the who'e amount will be: 
For the works in this bill the available means for 1841 
are . . ° . . + $781,025 
Appropriated by the bill - 940,000 


1,724,025 


Already available for other worke not in this bill, as 
above - . - . - 352,975 





Whole amount to all the fortifications for 1541 will 
be . . 2,077,000 
Amount expended since 1st April - 292,000 


Amount now proposed to be expended in the rematn- 
ing five and a half months of 154], for all the forufi- 
cations - . . ° . . 1,785,000 
Mr. DAWSON resumed, and explained that owing to the 

power granted by law to the Department, to transier appropria- 

tiene from one work to enother, the whole amount en hand 
jor the Jast year might be expended on Northern works, and 
when the season came for working on the Southern coast the 

Department might be left without a dollar to apply in that por 

tion of the Union. 

lo reply to the outery of extravagant appropriations, Mr. D. 
reminded gentiemen inthe Opposiuor that if they should pass 
every billthat had been reported, the appropriations would be 
leas by $100,000 than in any of the preceding twelve years. 
From the commencementof General Jackson's Administration, 
down to the close of Mr. Van Buren’a, the whole sum expend- 
ed on fortifications had been $10,997.00 .; being half as much 
as had been expended on such objects from the beginning 
ot the Government, Inthe last year of the hero of Orleans, 
$2,031,000 had been appropriated in expectation of a Fren h 
war. 

Mr. D. referred to the general apprehension now felt that ex- 
isting difficulties might Issue in war; and he was proceeding, 
when 

Mr. CLIFFORD putto him, whether the military committee 
intended to report a bill for new works} 

Mr. D. dil not seem gratified by the interruption, Jagainst 
which he re nonrstrated, as not quite courteous. 

Mr. DAWSUN resumed. A gentieman from Maine had 
gaid that “he hoped fora war” If Maine wanted war, she 


could getit. The gentleman had said that this Administration 
could not ve driven intoa war. Language hke us, coming 
from an irresponsible quarter, not charged with tio general de- 


fence of the nation, was easy; but wasit proper? Vas it becom- 
log? And was it generous first to urge (he Admi_ j.fraéion with 
taunts like these, andthen refuse to vote the nec. suaiy appro- 
priations for defence? 

He reminded the gentleman from Maine of wiiat had been 
the course of Congress when she called for aii to defend her 
saw logs on the Aroostook; the Government hav iwstantly au- 
thorized her to raise 50,000 volunteers, and had voted ten mil- 
lions for her aid; and now, when the Caroline had seen burnt, 
and the patriotism and chivairy of the gentleman» f-om Virginia 
said hang McLeod on the very spot, now they fall back and 
let ovtall theic valorin talking. Mr. D. thought tle cloud thick- 
ening, andif war did arise the South was the weak point, and 
would firat be open toan atiack. On that whole coast there 
wae scarce a fort that could stop a frigate. 

Mr. D. appealed to his former course to show that he had 
ever been ready to advocate the interests of the whole country 
equally and alike. it was sirange to him to see how gentlemen 
could convert a measure like that now betore thc committee 
isto a party question. 
Mr. McKay, on the present occasion, with that in 1836, when 
he voted for Mr. Benton’s bill, actually appropriating two imil- 
lion five hundred and three thousand dollars, and which con- 
templated the further appropriation often millions. Yet the 
gentieman had accused Mr. Ewing and Mr. Crittenden of oppos- 
ing the national defence because they had opposed that bill. 
How stood the vote? There were the names of Calhoun, Clay, 
Crittenden, Ewing, Mangum, Moore, Preston, and Southard. 
The gentieman’s party were for giving the whole surplus fund 
of the Treasury for tortifications; and the gentleman denounced 
all who oppored this as adopting a niggardly poliey, and op- 
posed to the defence ofthe country: and while he thus de 
nounced such menas Ewing and Crittenden for their votes 
against this bill, why did the gentleman take Care to leave out 
the fact that Mr. Calhoun had voted with them? 

Mr. D. had asked him to read tlhe names: and his courteous 
reply had been, “read them yourself.” This showed the genu- 
ine nat reof party feeling in extinguishing all sense of jus- 
tice. Mr. D. spoke with great warmth of feeling on the impu.- 
tation that this was a bill to create jobs and provide contracts 
or political friends. Could Mr. D. believe Joho Tyler would 
recommend a measure with such ends in view, he would de- 
nounce him: he would not trusthim in private life as an ho- 
nesi man. He €oncluded by earnestly invoking the patriotism 
of gentlemen on all sides*’o! the House in time of peace to pre- 
pare for war, and not, while protecting the North, tw leave the 
whole South defenceless. 

Mr. D. having concluded, the Chairman gave the floor to 
M:. JONES of Maryland, who satdthathe desired to submit 
some remarks, but that, as the hour was getting late, he would 
move that the committee rise. 

Which motion prevailing, the committee rose, reported pro- 
gress, and obtained leave to sit again. 


Mr. IRWIN, of Pennsylvania, presented the memorial of 


cumerous ciuzens of Piuisburg, in that State praying the esia- 
blishment of a National Bank; which, on motionol Mr. I, 
was referred to the select committee having charge of the 
subject. 

In pursuance of notice heretofore given— 

Mr. HUNT asked jeave to introduce a bill to reviveand 
continue tn jorce fortwo years, the act approved March 10, 
(833, entitled “an act supplementery to an act entitled an ‘act 
n addiction tothe act for the punishment of certain crimes 
gainst the United Staies, and to -reneal the acts therein men- 
toned,’ approved 20th April, ISIS 

Mr. H, explained that he had adopted this course instead of 


He compared the course, especially of 


| cision affecting the Constitution. 
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introducing a resolution, which he supposed he would not, 
under the rules, be able togetin. He considered the matter to 
be one of greatimportance, and his object was to have the bill 
referred to the Commitee on the or 

‘The bill having been read once by its utle— 

Mr. BREWSTER rose and objected to its introduction. 

On motion of Mr. BRIGGS, 

‘the House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Tuespay, July 20, 1841. 

Memorials and petitions were presented by 
Messrs. PORTER and TALLMADGE, and laid 
on the table. 

From citizens of Michigan, for the establishment 
of a National Bank. 

From citizens of New York; from St. John’s, 
New York; also, from citizens of Reading, Penn- 
sylvania, in favor of a bankrupt lew. 

Mr. McROBERTS rose and said, that in conse- 
quence of ill health, he was not in the Senate lsst 
evening when the vote was taken on the passage 
of the loan bill, and as he was thus prevented from 
recording his vote, he had risen to say that if he 
had been present, he should have voted against it. 

The resolution submitted by Mr. Buchanan some 
days since, calling for the names of persons re- 
moved since the 4th March, 1841, and amended by 
Mr. Maneouo, so as to include removals made since 
the 4:h March, 1829, to the 4th March, 1841, being 
under c. nsideration— 

Mr. BENTON concluded the discussion on Mr. 
Bucnanan’s resolution, calling fer the names of 
those removed and those appointed to office. Mr. 
B. went to the origin of this system of prostription, 
as introduced by Sir Robert Walpole, as a means 
of corruption, and he traced the motives of the pre- 
sent proscribers to the same source, by showing the 
circumstances of the application, the ru'e then and 
now to be the same. Mr. Benton exemplified the 
abuse of the power of removal very strikingly in his 
own State. 

Mr. LINN asked the yeas and nays on the adop- 
tion of the resolution, and afterwards withdrew the 





\| call. 


The question was then taken on the adoption of 
the resolu'ion and carried. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON, from the Committee on 
Commerce, reported the House bill for the exten- 
sion of the port of New Orleans without amend- 
ment, and recommended that it be laid on the table. 

The bi!l from the House making appropriations 
for fortifications and the suppression of Indian 
hostilities, was twice read and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 


FISCAL BANK. 

The Senate then proceeded to the consideration 
of the bill to incorporate the subscribers to the Fis- 
cal Bank of the United States; when 

Mr. SMITH of Connecticut opencd the argu- 
ment On the constitutionality of incorporating a 
National Bank, He questioned the power of the 
Supreme Court to control the people of this coun- 
try in the exercise of their political rights by a de- 
This point, with 
the rectitude of decision itself, which he denied, 
he argued at great length, and with ability. 

Mr. NICHOLSON then noved an amendment 
to the effect that nothing contained in the bill 


|| should take away or impair the rightof any State 


to tax the real and personal property of said Bank, 
including its debts due on account, its notes, bills, 
bonds, mortgages, contracts, and public stocks, 
whetber the same was in possession or under the 
immediate management of said Bank, or any per- 
son, agent, or trustee, in the same manner that 
States had the right to tax their own institutions, 
Mr. NICHOLSON said, that the amendment 
which he offered was copy of one offered in 1832, 
when the question of rechartering the United States 
Bank was before the Senate. On that cecasion 
twenty-two Senators had voted for the proposition, 
and amongst them he was gratified to find the 
namrs of the two Senators from Tennessee, 
Messrs. Grundy aod White, as well as the present 
President of the United States He had no wish 
to debate the amendment—its object was plain and 
smp!-. It declared the right of the State to tax 
the Bank of the United States in the same man- 
rer, and to the same extent that the Sta'es might 
tax their own banking institutions, There was 





fall security that the sighttotax the Bank would 
not be used oppressively, bécause the same tay 
imposed by a State on itsown banks, was to be 
imposed on the Fiscal Bank. He regarded the 
principle as just and fair, and he hoped the amend. 
ment would be adopted. 

Mr. CLAY hoped the amendment would not 
prevail: the effect would be to place the bank in 
the power of the Siate. The Senator said the ob. 
ject was not to tax the bank higher than the State 
did its own. Suppoze any wild feeling against 
banks should induce them to tax their own so as 
to destroy them? The Siates already had the 
power to tax the property of the bank and the 
stockholders, but they had no right to tax the cor. 
poration itself. 

Mr. BENTON said this question of taxation 
had been extensively argued. It was argued that 
the States were sovereign; that when they came 
into the Confederation they delivered up a part 
of their sovereign power. Among the exceptions 
which the States made to their right of taxation, 
this Bank was not found. It was true that the 
Supreme Court nodded towards to the idea that 
it was free from taxation, but it was cqually true 
that their whole argument turned on the words 
‘necessary and competent,” applied to the mother 
Bapvk. This decision with reference to the Bank 
wascorrect. They then went on and said the same 
construction applied to their branches. Here was 
the error, Congress decided it was perfectly im- 
material to them whether branches were established 
in the Siates or not. By virtue of the rights of the 
States these institutions were taxable, and if one of 
them came within the limitsof his State it would be 
seen whether they had the taxing power. 


Mr. HUNTINGTON said, if the proposition 
of the Senator from Missouri was correct, the 
amendment was entirely unnecessary. The Su- 
preme Court nodded, the Senator had said. This 
was rather singular, in deciding a great constitu- 
tional question, that the Supreme Court should nod. 
The question resol ved itself into this, whether any one 
of the twenty-six States had the power to destroy a 
branch; and if they were prepared for that, they 
might vote for the amendment. He hoped it would 
not be adopted. 


Mr. BENTON said the corporation went into 
the State for the purpose of making money, and 
must be liable to taxation. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama said this right of taxa- 
tion belonged to all the States, without the provi- 
sion now made, and was indispensable to sove- 
reignty. It was expressly provided that the States 
should tax none of the public lands within their li- 
mits—thus allowing the right of taxation. Could 
it be supposed that a State should have a right of 
taxing institutions from other States equal to the 
amount they taxed their own? The right existed 
and could not be destroyed, and unless the Siates 
voluntarily surrendered the right, they had the un- 
doubted right to tax property of either institution 
in their limits. On what principle of propriety 
should this be an exception? Did they give any 
bonus? No. When they were confirming these 
important exclusive privileges of banking on certain 
individuals without bonus, and giving them the in- 
terest on their exchanges without taxation. 


Mr. SEVIER said no one would have dreamed 
of exempting this institution from taxation, had it 
not been decided by the Supreme Court of the Uni- 
ted Sates. What was the difference between tax- 
ing the Bank, and taxing pedlers, bankers, and 
brokers?) They taxed their own banks, and why 
should they not this foreign corporation? If they 
taxed their own brokers, why sheuld they not this 
great mammoth broker? He could see no reason, 
from expediency or right, that they should. not tax 
this Bank. 

Mr. NICHOLSON said: I am aware, Mr. Pre- 
sider.t, that ‘he friends of the Bank are disposed to 
regard the propositions for amending the bill which 
originate on this side of the Senate, with some de- 
gree of suspicion. Supposing that our object is to 
embarrass and, if possible, defeat the measure, I 
am not surprised that they entertain such suspi- 
cions. But | beg of them not to attribute to me any 
such purpose in offering this amendment. J have 
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no other view than that ef engrafling on the bill 
what I regard as a valuable principle. 

I assure gentlemen that I have no idea, by this 
amendment, of conceding the question as to the 
right of the States to tax the Bank, even if the 
amendment should not be adopted. But for the 
decision of the Supreme Court, which has been re- 
ferred to, I should have deemed this amendment 
entirely unnecessary. On account of that decision, 
however, the sovereign right of a State to tax the 
capital of the United States Bank has been brought 
into doubt. I desire to remove that doubt, or at 
Jeast to assert the principle that taxation is an attri- 
bute of sovereignty belonging to the States, which 
may be exercised by them in reference to the capi- 
tal stock of this Bank as well as their own banking 
institutions. 

There is however an additional reason operating 
upon my mind in favor of this amendment, beyond 
any that has yet been stated. In many of the 
Siates the taxing power is now applied to their 
banking institutions. From this source Jarge 
amonnts of revenue are annually collected. If 
this Bank is permitted to send her capital stock in- 
to the States, ihe operation must be to curtail the 
banking facilities in the States. The branches of 
the Fiscal Bank will come into direct competition 
with the State Banks, and on account of its greater 
powers and privileges, must curtail not only the 
banking operations of the State institutions, but 
diminish their banking capital. To the extent that 
the Fiscal Bank produces this effeci, it wiil dimi- 
nish the revenue of those States. The necessity 
will be at once createdof resorting to further taxa- 
tion to supply the deficiency produced by the in- 
troduction of the Fiscal Bank capital into the 
States. 

I think, Mr. President, that the Senator from 
Kentucky [Mr. Ciay] supposes an extreme case 
when he tells us that some of the Siates may 
cheose to tax theirown banking institution to death 
in order to destroy the Fiscal Bank. Sach an oc- 
currence is hardly within the range of possibility, 
surely itis not all probable. Whatever hostility 
some of the States may feel towards this new 
Bank, [ cannot for a moment believe that they 
will ever gratify that feeling by voluntarily in- 
volving their own banking institutions inruin. I 
regard the provisions of the amendment as fur- 
nishing the most ample guarantee to the Fiscal 
Bank, upon which its friends may repose with con- 
fidence. 


Nor do I think, Mr. President, that the Se- 
nator from Connecticut [Mr. Huntincton] 
has stated the question presented by this 
amendment fairly. He says it is a question 
whether we will concede to the States a right by 
which they can destroy the Bank. So far is this 
from being the true question, that in fact, itis a 
limitation upon that right which we maintain the 
States have by virtue of their sovereignty to tax 
the Fiscal Bank to any exient. The true question 
is,"shall the Fiscal Bank in addition to all its o:her 
privileges, have that also of using its capital in the 
Siates, without being subjected to the same ra'es 
and impositions as to taxes with the State banks. 
Is it right that a branch of the Fiscal Bank shall be 
located in a State with a capital of one million of 
dollars, which capital shall be exempt from taxa- 
tion whilst, the State has a Bank with the same capi- 
tal, situated by its side, which pays a tax to the 
State! That is the real question, and every princi- 
ple of justice and policy answers, that both banks 
should be subject to the sanie State taxation, and 
carry on their operations upon the same footing. 

_ The Senator from Arkansas [Mr. Sevier] is 
right when he tells the Senate that the adoption of 
thisamendment will go far towards securing re- 
pose to this Bank. Sir, I will venture to tell gen- 
lemen that the very instance which I have pre- 
senied of a branch of this Bank, situated alongside 
of a State bank, the one paying atax to the State, 
and the other paying none, will of itself be suffi- 
cient to excite the jealuusies of the people. This 
Bank cannot repore quietly in the States with such 
privileges; and when the question of repeal shail 
be made before the country, gentlemén will find 
this very princ‘ple of exemption from taxation 
playing an imyortant part in that contest, But, 
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sir, | did not propose this amendment wilh a view 
of getting up a diccussion. The object of the pro- 
position ts plain, and its pelicy fair and just 

Mr. YOUNG said, unless you could tax the 
institution itself, that was the only way vou could 
reach it. You could not reach the stockholders, 
for most oc them were non-residents. With re- 
gard to the equity of this, there could be no ques- 
tion; but it might be said that the Uniied Siates 
owned much of the stock. Bat by referring to the 
Darimouth College case, he contended that it made 
no difference. The only restriction ought to be 
that you shall tax them no higher than Siate 
banks. 

The yeas and nays were taken on the amend- 
ment and decided as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Cal- 
houn, Clay of Alabama, Fulton, King, Linn, 
McRoberts, Mouton, Nichoizon, Pierce, Sevier, 
Smith of Connec'icut, Siurgeon, Tappan, Walker, 
Williams, Woodbury, Wright, and Young—2}. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, 
Bertien, Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, Dixon, Evans, 
Graham, Henderson, Huntingion, Ker, Mangum, 
Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Pheips, Porter, Pren- 
iss, Preston, Simmoas, Smith of Indiana, South- 
ard, Tallmadge, White, and Woodbridge —Q7. 

Mr. WALKEX: then moved an amendmeni, to 
the effect that business of the bank should be con- 
fined to buying and selling bills of exchange not 
having more than 180 days to run. 

Mr. WALKER believed that the whole capital 
couid be u-ed as a bank o1 exchange, aad more pro- 
fitably than im the discount of notes. In allits dis- 
counts it received six percent. interest. The ques- 
tion was, whether the Bank could not pat out and 
keep out the amc unt of bills authorized, and do the 
business of exchange more profitably than by dis- 
counting notes, For the proof this, he calied at- 
tention to a report made by a committee of 1834. 
Toese reiurn: demonstraied thatthis Bank would find 
thai, by coufining itself to the business of foreign 
and domestic exclange, it cuuld have an amount 
equal to the whole amount of debts due it. If it 
could, why «hou'd it not be cvnfined to it? If so, 
the whole attention of the board will then be ex- 
clusively directed to the greai and u-eful object of 
regulating exchanges. ‘This was one of its great 
objects. Why not, then, confine it to that? The 
funds of the Government iavested in that Bank 
would be much safer; and tor proof of this he also 
referred to the same report. He believed they were 
to have a Bank; there was a fixed t-ajority of five 
here for a Bank, and also a majority in the other 
House. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama moved that the Senate 
adjourn. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky hoped not, but that the 
amendments would be gone on with. 

The motion to adjourn was lost—ayes 16, noes 
23. 


Mr. CLAY was very glad that the Senator from 
Mississippi had stated there wouid be a majority 
of five; it was rather more than he Mr. C. had cal- 
culated. He was opposed to the amendment of 
th: Senator from Mississippi, because it was an 
experiment. The Senator proposed to cut off the 
Bank from some of the most salutary dealings 
connected with it. Now, if you cat off this right, 
either you would effect nothing, all the loans being 
thrown into forms of exchange, or you would have 
less circulation of this sound cirealatieg medina. 
He believed the former would take place. The 
loans would ail assume the form of bills of ex- 
change. Why create a Bank with half the faeul- 
ties usualy pos-essed? The regalatioa of exchanze 
was only one of its objects. He did think that, 
after all the time that had been spent, they might 
restrain their amendments, have the bill printed, 
and iake the question, ou which he hoped they 
would fiud the voie, as the Senator from Missis- 
sippi had prognosiicated, by a majority of five. 

Mr. WALKER said there wasa majority of 
five who wished a bank in some form. As to the 
offer of amenduients, be bad offered five—of which 
four had been adopted. The solvency of this bank, 
its ability to afford at alltimes this sound currency, 
will be increased tenfold by confining the bank 
in this manner. Had we not already enough bank: 
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of discount? They had—and too many. Why 
not, then, confine the bank to the reguiation of ex- 
changes, by which its funds woald be ten times as 
secure? 
The question was here taken on the amendment, 
and decided in the negative, as fol!ows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Benton, Calhoun, Cath- 
bert, Linn, Mouton, Pierce, Sturgeon, Walker—9 
NAYs—Messrs. Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Be: 
rien, Clay of Ky. Claytoa, Dixon, Evans, Graham, 
Henderson, Kuntingiou, Ker, King, Mangum, 
Merrick, Milicr, Morehead, Porter, Prentiss, Pres- 
ton, Simmons, Smith of Inciana, Sovthard, Tall- 
madge, Tanpan, Whi'e, Woodbridge, Young— 23. 
Mr. BEN LON said there were varicus amend- 
ments, and asked if the Scnate would adjo‘rn. 
Mr. CLAY said, under the impression that all 
the amendments ceuld be offered to-merrow, and 
the bill be prin'ed, and the question taken al some 
early day, he would move that the Senate adjourn. 
Mr. BUCHANAN expressed | s sincere wish 
that the amen‘ments mi. ht be brought to a close. 
Mr. BENTON said he had two, but be woul! 
not take up more than an hour. 
And the Senate then adjourned. 
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Tvugspay. July 20, 1841. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. . 
Mr. MALLORY moved that the House now resolve itsell 


into Commitee of the Whole on the stave of the Unten 

Mr. FILLMORE hoped the House would proceed with the 
regular order of business. 

By general consent the SFFAKER laid betore the House 


two messages from the President of ths itel Biatee 
oue informing Congress that the act ofthe 1h of Mareh, (533, 
to prevent milbary expeditions aza +t other nations wih 
whom we are at peace, expired on the 10th ot Maret ioi0; the 
other in answer a resolation of te House of the Qia@ nitimno, 


requesting the correspondence between ‘he United Sues duc 
Great Britain as ww the American prisovers in Van Diemau’s 
land, : 

The messages were referro! to the Conmittee on Foreign 
Aff:is; and ordere! to ve printed. 

Mec. HUNE renewed his motion for leave to introluce a bill 
(pursuant lo notice herewlore given) to revive ar ad combnge in 
lorce for two years the act approved March 10, lode, cutiled an 
actsupplementary loan act eautled “AG actin addition tothe uct 
for the puntshment of certain crimes agammac the United Staves, 
and to repeal the acis therein menueoned,” approved Apri 20 
1318. 

Mr. BREWSTER tose and objected 

Mr. HUNT inquiredof the Speaper ifit would be in order 
to Move A suspension of Lhe rule. 

The SPEAKER replied chat, under a rule adopted at the pre 
sé@rnt session, it would not. 4 

The question recurring on the motion of Mr. MALLORY — 

Mr. FILLMORE urged that the motion should be waived for 
a short time, 80 as to Jet the usual MoTNIng OUsiness £0 On 

Mr. MALLORY was willing to do so, he said, if the genveman 
from New York (Mr. Fittmore) and his triends would consent 
to extend the time to which ihe discussion on the tordficuiion 
bill had been limited by the resolution of Saturday Ia-t, 

The question on the mouon of Mr. MaLLory was then taken, 
and decided in the ailirmative, 

FORTIFICATION BILL. 

So the House again resolved sell into Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union (Mr. WintHrop vo! Massactiu- 
setts in the chair) on the bill making appropriations for varinus 
fortifications, for ordaance, and for prevenung and suppressing 
Indian hostilities. ‘ 

The question being on the motion of Mc. Wise to strike ou! 
the first section of the bill— s 

Some explanations passed between Mesers. M’Kay and 
Dawson, 1n relation w the epreches heretolere made by thei, 
implying authing, however, of a persons! difference Letween i.e 
two gentlemen. Mr D. had been erroneously reported as ac 
cusing Mr. McK. of hav.og voved for Mr. Ben oo’s mami ht 
fort fication bill, when in reality he only charged it upon t 
party with whom Mc McK. acted, Mr. McK. denied that he 
had voted for that bill, he had vote! agameat 1, 

Mr. JONES of Maryland, who was entitled tothe floor from 
yesterday, then addressed the committee during his alloucd 
hour. 

He commenced by a reference to the persona! courtesy, dic 
nity, aad decorum which had characterzed the debates of vue 
early Congresses, and promised to imitate su goo! an exam) 
in his remarks on the present occasion. He expressed ‘his re 
gret ai the prevalenceul party spirit which too often marked he 
proceedihgs ot the House, and especially on a!l questions which 
had a bearing on our foreign relauiens, in which the depart: 
inents of Government ought ever wo exhibitan undivided frou 

Mr. J. could not agree in the motion of the geutieman fron 
Virginia (Mr. Wiss) to strike out the first section ef the 
bill, though he took exception to us provisions in relation 
to the appropriation for works in the State of Louisiana, 
whch he considered aa expressed in tering not suticiently 
definite. He male some remarks on the importance of 
epecific appropriations tor specific objects; and, though he 
had confidence both in the commiuee and in the Admnistra- 
tion, he should like to see this part of the billrenderzd more 


specific. : 

Mr. FILLMORE made an explanation, showing why the 
section in question hai been worded aa ut stood. Even show's! 
itsterms be rendered ever so explicit, it would in .act be only 
on paper, because the Departuent wae vesied, by law, wih 
@ power to transfer appropriations at the discretion of the 
head of the Depariment,and according tothe necessity of cir- 
cumstances. Mr. F. reada paragraph from a document from 


the Engineer = engnemete showing to what objects the money 
could be applied. 
acquiesced. He then proceeded to! inquire how 


Mr. JON 
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it happened that, at this called session, the appropriation ofso || Mediterranean. Had we a fleet extended along our whole coast, 
| j 


a sum of money had become necessary: for example, for 
the defence of Boston harbor, when that State had so long been 
tully represented on that floor both inher pride of patrivuam 

her power of intellect; and fur New Vork harbor, when she 
nad so long exerciseda controlling influenoe on the deltbera- 
trons and action of the House? That.all the works of delence 
along our entire seaboard were ia astate of dilapidation, seemed 
tibe admiued on alfhands. It had been stated in an excsient 
andable report from the gentleman from Georgia (Mr, Kino] on 
the necessity of a luine squadron; & Was aiso sated in the Pre- 
sideni’s message, and inthe rerorts of the Kogiveers. These 
works had not been battered by an enemy; and there was Lo 
Cause that could be as#gued tor their present staie but the neg- 
Jet of the late Administration. He atiributed this neglect w the 
banefal ipfluence of party spirit, and on that poiat endorsed 
Ube remarks Of Mr. Paorrir made the day before. He was 
happy iw ihe earliest oppurtunny had teen embraced by the 
new Ad*aintstration to bring this subject before Congress; on 
Cons esa now rested the responsibility of providing for the 
‘\Wleiice of the country. The Whigs had come into power 
, moder pledges of returus; and the peopie had a right to demand 
@ fulfilment of the bond. Mr. J. was predared w join the gen 
‘théman from Olvo (Mr. Were) in demanding a fulfilment of 
ite! pledges that hadi been made to the American people; aad he 
j hoped that that gentleman, instead of throwing difficulties ia 
the way of the new Adininistration and the party now in power, 
‘in order to contribute to the fulfilment of his prophecy that 
those ple would be forfeited, would join him hand in hand 
and shoulder to shoulder in carrying out the measures demand- 
od by the interests of the country. ‘Ihe majority had now in- 
troduced a bill providing for the national defence; iMthe country 
should remain defenceless, the blame must rest with thore Who, 
by their speeches and votes, should oppose the bill. Theim- 
provements ta the application of gieam power to purposes of 
maritime warlaredid not supersede the need of fortifications; 
and though he considered tha schenie fo a home squadron to be 


valuable conception, it by ne means went to set aside the use of 
defences on the land. 


As to the immedate je 
miiting What there W 
experience had wa 


cessity for the appropriation, even ad- 
@§ HO prospect of war, yet the voice of past 
Rertey cred us that it was wise in peace to prepare 
foi warty OOF uefences had been long neglected; and this was a 
sultavie bine jor pucuing them in a state of complete repair, 
He di agree with certain gentlemen in their view of the aspect 
96 Gur foreign reiauons, and he deprecated as out of place and 
but of time the debate on ihe McLeod quesuion as calculated tu 
do far more harm than good. He was for leaving that entire 
subject with the Executive Depariment, to whom it belonged. 

Mr. MALLORY, amidst a great straggte fer the floor, suc- 
ceeded in obtaining it, and commenced by observing that it wae 
probable he should not have troubled the com mittee on the pre- 
@ent oocasion, had not some gentleman imdulged in remarks 
which wentto assall the entire system of defence by fortifica- 
dives. Butafier what had been hear: from the gentieman from 
North Carolina, (Mc. McKay,) and the gen:ieman from Ken- 
tacky, Mr. Unpsrwoop,) Mr, M. world be wanting to his duty 
should he remain a silent specta.ct, 

Mr. M. had thought Ghagths only question before the com- 
muttee would have beeg ts to the propriety of making an ap- 
propriation at this particular time. ‘That at this late day, 
alver we had bee”, engaged for twenty years on a general sys- 
tem of nation, defence, and after we Lid expended so many 
mititons §*; advancing it to iis present stage, the policy of the 
whole * ystem should be called in question, and by gentlemen 
whe, had helped by their own votes to build it up, was what 
ever could hive entered the anticipations of any man. Mr. 
M. expressed diffidence in differing from such distinguished 

entiemen; but he must be pardoned for reposing more confi- 

nce ia the official reports of professional men of the highest 
alttaidments and largest experience, than in the crude criti- 
cisms of gentlemen on a subject with which they had little op- 
portunity of becoming acquainted. He knew, indeed, that 
the gentiemun from Nerth Carolina was a military man, being 
no lessthanthe commander-in-chief of the land forces of the 
vid North Btate. 

He atiuded to the course of Mr. Dawson, who had at first 
complained loudly of a want of system in carrying on our 
works, andhad made a speech against fortifications; but, on af- 
terwards discovering that the bill contained a provision for the 
Georgia volunteers, had turned about and given the command, 
“Te the Tear—march!” after which, the committee had heard 
a very eloquent speech from him in favor of the bill. He 

leaded guilty to Mr. D’s charge of being somewhat close- 

sted in matters of appropriation until the navy or fortifications 
were concerned. 

A voice had indeed proceeded from the great cave of Ken- 
tucky, whose echves had been so loud as even to awaken old 
Rip himself. Mr. M. knew that the gentleman from Kentucky 
(Mr. UnpeRwoop] too, was a military man; but he must rea'ly 
be pardoned if he was not converted by arguments the close 
of which was an invitation to al! the peuple along the seaboard 
to quit their homes and their firesides, and take refuge in the 
mammoth cave of Kenntcky! 

The gentleman from Kentucky no doubt had large experi- 
ence on the banks of Green river, but still he might have 
found all his questions and all his objections to the bill fully an- 
sweted had he taken the trouble of consulting a certain printed 
document numbered 208. 

Mr. M. referred to the vehement opposition of Mr. Wise, and 
contrasted it with the grounds he had taken tor the necessity of 
naval appropriations, and with his own protession no; to be 
ugainst fortifications, but strongly in their favor. He really 
had hoped, after hie colleague had succeeded in getting his 
home squadron, for the defence of the hen-roosts on the Eastern 
shore, he wight afford to let Mr. M. get something for Old Point 
without grudging. His colleague was of opinion that the Navy, 
of inself, was sufficient for the defence of our extended const. 
[Here Mr. Wiss shook his head] Mr. M. was giad to find 
hinvself mistaken, forrt would have been an egregious error. 
Todefend our coast of three thous:nd miles, would require a 
Navy three timesae creat as the largest in the world. Great 
Britatn paid $30 000.000 every year for the cost of keeping up 
her Navy. Should we attempt one in the same proportion, it 
woah) costus annually from 100 to 150 millions; and, afierall, 
it would totally fail of affording us entire security. Mr. M. 
here coninsénted on the facility with which one fleet might 
pass, or might escape from another, in the darkness of the 
night, and’cited m proof several instances from naval history, 
especially the fact that the French fleet had twice passed the 
British under Lord Nelson, unsoen, in so narrow a sea as the 
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asingle frigate might pass it m the night, and lay our nehest 
cides vader ronuibution, and possibly make her escape un- 
harmed. Butsuppose it veaten by the enemy, or scattered, or 
wrecked by a sig.m, what would then become of thesecurity 
of ail out uarbors, our commerce, and our citics themselves? 
Franée aud England had the largest fleets in the world, yet they 
kejt their coasts fortified at every point. France had been fifty 
years incompleting the fortification of her coast, and at an ex- 
pense tenfold greater than had ever been thought of asking 
irom an American Congress by the wildest vistonary among 
ue. P 

So far Wete steam frigates and floating bettéries from su- 
perseding the necessity of fortifieattohs, that they did. but in- 
crease the necessity for thei. The gentleman from Kentucky, 
in endeavoring to slow the contrary, had referred to the report 
of Secrettry Cass; and also toa later one of General Gaines 
om & system of national defence. And what was to be the ex- 
pense of i! The railroads tor the transportatien of troops 
Were tO Cost one hundred millions; the defence of the mouth of 
the Mississippi aloue thirty millions; a single Roating battery 
one million four huadréd thousand dollara, and so forth; while 
the repoit of the present Secretéry of War demonstrated that 
to defend our Northern frontier against an invasion of pweoty 
thousand troop’ from Canada by militia alone, would of itself 
coat the Government more than the entire system of national 
fortification according to the existing plan. An idea had been 
for some time gaining ground, (iat sieam frigates were to be a 
substitute for every thing —for forts, ships, floating batteries, 
and al! othet theans of offence or defence. This was a great 
mistake. They were valuable in co-operation with other de- 
fences; but experience had proved that a single gun on shoe 
was worth six upon the water. 

And here Mr. M. adverted to thesums heretofore appropriated 
for Old Point Comtort, and for the fortification at the Rip 
Raps, and explained how it happened that so much money 
hod been necessary, and comparatively so little apparent effect 
had been produced by it. The fortress was at a central point 
between the north and south pointsof the coast. I. had before 
it one of the finest foadstead« in the world, Where the fleets of 
all nations might ridein safety. It Was also easy of ingress and 
egress atall seasons. Near it wasone of the most important 
naval depots in possession of the Government, defended by 
Forts Calhoun and Menroe, and by floating batteries about a 
mile distant, and connected by an enormous chain. Complete 
theze Works according to the plav, aad they wou!'d protect pro- 
perty to the amount of ten millions auw collected at that spot 
for the future use of the navy, containing large magazines of 
live oak and white oak, 2nd all sorts of ordnance stores, Hamp- 
ton Roads was proven by experience to be one of the best na- 
val staticns onthe whole coast. And of so great importance 
was it ‘ceed by Gen. Jackson, that when a French war was 
apprehended he had eent down orders to put ceriain pat ts of the 
works in an immediate state of defence. The execution of this 
order had deranged the whole projects of those works; parts 
were commerced which ought to have been deferred, and so 
much injury had been the consequence, that almoet all the ap- 
propriations since had been expended in bringing back the 
work to the point where it was when he took hold of it. This 
cansed such a discrepancy as had been noticed between the es- 
timates and the appropriations. The engineers were not in 
fault; and, in fact, hardly enough money had actually been re- 
ceived for the due preservation of the work from going back 
instead of advancing. A sum of one hundred and fifty thou- 
sand dollars, which had once been granted, had been transferred 
to certain Northern forts. The appropriation of two million 
three hundred thousand doilers would complete the fortress. 
As many gentlemen seemed anxious to get the floor, Mr. M. 
would waive what else he had intended to gay. 

Mr. BOARDMAN of Connecticut observe: that this bill was 
a measure preparatory for war, though not made in expectation 
thata war would now occur. Mr RB. did not advocate it on that 
cround; yet he must say, from whathe had heard and seen, 
that should McLeod be hung, the catastrophe of war might oc- 
cur inten days. There was less excitement in England just at 
this time, because the attention of the nation had been diverted 
from the subject by another nearer home, in the contest pro- 
duced by a Parliamentary election; but still there was a strong 
feeling there on behalf of McLeod; and if Mr. B. could under- 
siand the papers and other British documents he saw, he 
should be of opinion that no Ministry could hold their places 
an hour without a declaration of war, should McLeod be ex- 
ecuted. 

Mr. B. dwelton the propriety, undersuch circumstances, of 
proceeding with the greatest caution. A nation could always 
nego iate better, when she was prepared to do more than nego- 
tiate. Our beloved national emblem, the eagle, held the olive 
veanch, it was true, in one hand, but carried the thunderbolts 
in the other. In this respect Mr. B, would have it a just em- 
blem of the condition and feelings of the nation itself. He left 
the whole subject of our foreign relations where the Constitu- 
tion had placed it, in the hands of the Executive; but in the 
mean while it was our duty to place the country in a state ot 
preparation. They were told from all sources that the fortifi- 
cations wereinags‘aie of dilapidauon, and he personally knew 
such to be the fact in relation to some of them which had fallen 
under his own observation. It was also said, and seemed in 
some sort to be taken for eranted, that if war came we should 
probably be severely handled during the first year of the con- 
test; buat why must this be so? Why notfurnish the Adminis- 
tration with meane to euard against such a result? In that cace 
they could be held answerable for resulis, but not without. He 
adverted to the smal! sum of §182,000 expended last year, and 
the consequent necessity of greater apprepriations for the pre 
sent year, even to come up (o the average of former years. As 
to the doctrine of the gentleman from Virginia|Mr. Wiss.) that 
the sum in the bil] could not be expenced during this year, it 
seemed contrary tothe common sense of every man. They all 
knew that along a coast of 3.000 miles such a sem not only, but 
one twice as great, might well and wisely be expended. Mr. B. 
considered the sum as but small, and would vote it with the ut- 
most cheerfulness. 

Mr. B. expressed deep mortification at the remembrance that 
our coast had, during the last war, been insulted with impunity; 
nay, that the foot of an insolent British soldiery should have 
polluted that very hall, sacred as the palace of legislation for 
thisentire nation. Never, never let such an outrage be repeat- 
ed, but let us prepare to guard our soil. from sach profanation. 
Let us follow the lights of experience, and enter on no untried 
projects. The sum in the bill was within the general average 
of appropriations for these works; and whether we were to have 








peace or war, it was the duty of Congress to grait the money, 
‘she people expecied it at their hands, posterity would require i: 
from their honor, and, should it be withheld, acd evil follow 
Would write shame upon their praves. : 

Mc. 5. T. MASON of Maryland gaid thatit was not his pur. 
pose to enter upon thistebaie at leugit at this late hour, ag tig 
time was at hand for the discussion upon the bill to cease, 4;- 
had been endeavoring. to obiain the floor for four or live éays 
pas}, but withoutsuccess, if order to have offered in ful) tis 
Views upon the Zeneral merits ofthe bill. He would be obliged 
néw to abandon his object, and would only occupy the time of 
the House fora moment or two, while he explained the o! jecis 
which he wished to see accomplished by the two amendmenis 
he intended to offer tothe bill. He proposed the preamble, iy 
ofder that the bill might carry upon its face the purposes for 
which it was passed. The purpoee of 2 preamble is tuexpiain 
the nature or object ofa bill. If itg purpose be what it 19 pro 
posed that the preamble shall indicate, then he wou'd most 
cheerfully Vote hr it, but not otherivise. He wished disiinciy 
to understand gentlemen's reasons for insisting upon this ap. 
propria ion, The chairman of the Commitice. of Ways and 
Means, (Mr. Fritmore,) in his opening speech, and many o. her 

entlemen, particularly my colleague, (Mr. Jonzs,} who has 
just tasen his seat, have placed the necessity of tis extraordi- 
néry appropriation upon the ground of the omission of the laie 
Administrationto make the properand necessary appropria. 
tions for these fortifications. To vote forthe bill upon these 
grounds would te in effect to cast, asfar as his vore would go, 
a direct censure upon that Administration. This he was not 
willing to do—at least not upon the mere evidence. or rather 
charge, of the opponents of that Administration. Without more 
satisfactory evidence upon that point, and in the absence of any 
direct knowledge on his own part, (for he contessed his igno. 
rance upen this subject,) he was compelled to Helieve that ig 
this. as in all other grea matter, the interests of the country 
had been well guarded by the late Administrauon. Upon that 
ground, therefore, he would oppose the bill. But other gen. 
tlemen, the gentleman from Georgia [Mr. Dawson] parti- 
cularly. hud taken a different view of the whole subject. They 
think that our present relations with the Government of Great 
Britain, growing out of the McLeod case, demand that we 
should place ourselves in a slate of preparation fur any 
results that may grow out of those relatious. Upon this 
ground he most cheerfully met gentlemen. Place it upon the 
ground that the McLeod controversy might leadto a war, aid 
that this appropriation is necessary to piace us in a state of 
preparation for such a contingency, then were the amount 
even ten times greater, it should nevertheless receive his su). 
port, and his most cordial support, and his"constituents wouid 
sustain him in sucha vote. While those constituents are an 
industrious and frugal people, they are nevertheless honoya 
ble and liberal; and whenever the dignity, the honor, or the 
tights o1 their country require, they are ever ready to shed 
their blood aad spend their money to prestrve them pure and 
untarnished. Though be might ert in Judgment as to {ts ne 
cessity, yetifsuch be the motive which prompted his vote for 
this appropriation, his constituents would sustain him, he felt 
fully assured; but placed upon other grounds, they would not, 
he was equally sure. And thatthere might be no doubt upon 
this point, he hoped that the preamble which he had offered 
would'be adopted. Ifgentlemen were sincere in the desire 
which they have professed, to prepare for war, Jet them. then, 
place this appropriation upon that ground, and vote for the 
preamble. . : 

In reference to the additional section which he had offered to 
the bill, he would merely obs:rve, that it was intended as a 
piece, or as a necessary consequence of the preamble. I the 
appropriation is made necessary by the probability of a war, 
and there should beno war, or the probability ofa war should 
cease Lo exist, of course there is no necessity lor any appropria- 
tions hence, therefore, the propriety of the additional secuon. 
That section contemplates that only the first two sections uf 
the bill shall have no effect i! peace is preserved, for the reason 
that only those two sections provide for appropriations for 
fortifications. The third section provides for the payment of 
claime due Georgia militia and others, which all admit to be 
just. That section he was willing should pass unconditionally. 

rom all he could learn of the objects uf that section, he be- 
lieved that they commended themselves to the favorable consi- 
deration of the House, although he doubted the propriety of 
considering such subjects at all, at this extraordinary session 
ef Congres. 

PREAMBLE. 

‘Whereas ths present situation of our relations with the Go- 
verniment of Great Britain require that we should place our- 
selves immediately in a state of national defeuce: therefore” 

ADDITIONAL SECTION 4. 

“And be it further enacted, That the two first sections of 
this act shall have no effect whatever: Provided, Our present 
d fficulties with the Government of Great Briiuin sha}! be ami- 
cably terminated, of which amicable termination the President 
of the United States shall jndge.” 

Mr. WELLER regretied that it was now too late to state, at 
large, the reasons which would govern him in relation to this 
bill. He then referred to the opening speech of Mr. Fitumors, 
who had declared his expectation that the money would be part 
expended this year and part next spring; to the subsequent 
communications from the Department, stauing that the whole 
might be applied during the present year; expressed his distrust 
of this, and took the ground that, unless a war was apprehend: 
ed, the sum was greatly too Jarge; ifa war was al haud, it was 
the duty of the President to warn Congress of the fact. _ 

The war-cry was always got up when a fortification bill 
was to be passed. He was no foe to fortifications; he 
would vote to place them at our great cities; bu the idea of 
foriifying three thousand milee of seacoast was preposterous. 
Our proper reliance was on the patriotism of the people. Mr. 
W. laid great stress on this idea, and reiterated it with much 
earnestness. But, if the people on the coast were lacking mm 

triotism, let them come to Ohio. They had a few of the old 
fndian fighters still jeft out there, and they were ao to meet 
the black regiments from Canadaas soon as they shold appear. 
But England would bein no great hurry to go to blows with us; 
she had tried that twice, and the starts and stripes had always 
triumphed. Me referred to the conduct of Britain towards 
helpless nations like the Chinese, and insisted that the on y way 
to deal with England was to show becoming spirit. His reliance 
was on the people—yes,on the peopie. t, when a formet 
President would have organized the militia force, and put the 
people in a position to defend themselves and their homes, it 
was denounced as a echeme for a standing army. 
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The hour of 12 having arrived, the commitiee, in pursuance 
of the order of the House of Saturday tast, proceeded, without 
furiher debate, to vote on the amendments. 

The first question being on the motivn of Mr. Wise to strike 
out the first section of the Lili 

Mr. OLIVER proposed the following as amendment to the 
first section of the original bili: 

“Provided that oniy one ha'f of the amount hereby appro- 
priated for each and every o}ject, shall be expende! before the 
first day of January next.” 

Mr OLIVER stated that the effect of this amendment would 
be to give the Administration about one million of dollars to + x- 
pend between this time and the meeting of the fall session of 
Congress; and that he believed the amount would be larger (ian 
gould be expended; and with this amendment, the bill should 
have his support. 

Voted dewn. 

Mr. MERIWETUER moved to add a proviso limiting the ex- 
penditure under the first ad second sections to one year fiom 
the first of February, 1342, 

Veted down. 

The question recurring on the motion of Mr. Wiss, to strike 
out the Ist section of the bill— 

Tellers were demanded, aod Messrs. ATHERTON and Pops 
were appointed. 

The question was then taken, aud the vote stood: ayes 58 
noes 1IY. 

So the committee determined not tostrike out the first section 
of the bill. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Maryland moved that all the appropria- 
tions in the bill be cut down one half. 

he CIIALR decived the motion was not in order. 
ne question was then taker on the amendment of Mr. Jonn 

Txomeson Mason; which was rejected. 

Mc. DAWSON, under insirucuons from the Commtitee on 
Miliary Affuirs, reported certain additional items, which in- 
volved the committee in some discussion on a point of order. 

Whereupon Mr. D. withdrew the motion. 

Amendments .were then offered by Messrs. CHARLES 
BROWN, IRWIN, SNYDER, and CHAPMAN, ail of which 
were rejected, 

Mr. OLIVER offered the following: 

“And be it further enacted, That the sum of five hundred 
thousand dollars be, andthe same is hereby appropriated, out of 
any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, to be 
expevded, in whole or in part, under the directiva of the Presi- 
dent of the United States, for the military service, including for- 
lifications aad ordnance, provided such exvenditures s.ail be 
rendered necessary for the detence of the country; and that tie 
above sum be taken out of the first moneys arising out of the 
proceeds of the sales of the public lands.” 

. Mr. OLIVER contended that this section would enable the 
President of the Uniied siates to place the Northern frontier in 
a reliable condition of defence, as it should be in case of any 
juttreak or war with Euclaod; and without such provision he 
should vote against the whole vill. 


Mr. WILLIAMS of Maryland moved the following amend- 
ment: 

“That all the sums mentioned in the Ist section of the bill be 
stricken out, and that, in the place of each sum so stricken out, 
one-half thereof be inserted.” 

The CHAIRMAN ruled this amendment to be out of order, 
on the ground that it was not i: order to move to amend more 
than one item at the same time. 

Mr. SHIELDS offered the following amendment: 

Sec. . And he it further enacted, That in the event the 
bill providing fora distribution ef the proceeds of the sales of 
the public lands, which passed this House a few days since, 
shall not decome a law at the present session of Congress, the 
several sums appropriated by this act shall be supplied from the 
proceeds of said sales, as the same may accrue from aud afier 
the passage of this avt. 

Sec. . And de it further enacted, Thatin the event the 
aforesaid bill, providing for a distribution of the proceeds of the 
sales of the public lands shall not become a law prior to the ad- 
journment of the present eessson, the said proceeds shall be, and 
the same are hereby, set apart as a permanent resource for the 
provision Of means necessary to prosecute to completion the 
system of national defences heretofore projected, and now in the 
course of prosecution, including an increase ofthe navy and 
naval armaments. 

Mr, PICKENS asked for tellers. 

Messrs Popg and ATHERTON were appointed. 

And the vote on the amendment being taken, it stood: Ayes 
81, noes 110. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

Oa motion of Mr. BOARDMA™, the committee rose and re- 
ported the bill and amendments to the House. 

And the question being oa coucurring wich the Committee of 
the Whole in its amendments, and on ordering the dill to be en- 
grossed for a third reading— 

Mc. BOTTS moved the previous question. 

a WILLIAMS of Maryland subiniued the following po'nt 
oi order: 

That, bythe 109th rule of the Houge, every bill shall receive 
three several readings in the House. 

That, by the 119:h rule, “after report [from the committee] 
the bill shall again be su'ject to be debaie! and amended by 
Clauses, before a question to engross it be taken.” 

That, by the 129uhr rule, the rules of practice comprised in 
Jetferson’s Manual “shall govern the House in all cases in 
which they are applicable and not inconsistent with the stand- 
ing rules and orders of the House.” 

_ ‘That inthe Manual. page 154, it is stated that “when through 
t e amendments of the committee, the Speaker pauses and gives 
time for amendments to the body of the bili, as he does, also, if 
it has been reported without amendments, putting no questions 
but on amendments proposed; and when through the whole, he 
puts the question whelher the bill shall be read a third time?” 

“That according to the Manual, page 156, “the Speaker reads 


it by Restauepbhaneeias between each, but putting no questions 


buton amendments proposed; and when through the whole, 
be puts the question whether it shall be engrossed and read a 
third time?” 

And that this rule of practice, ag‘ laid down in the Manual, is 
not inconsistent with the rules andstanding orders of the House, 
and therefore cannot be disperised with or suspended unless by 
a vole of two thirds of the members present. 

The SPEAKER overruled the point of order. 

Mr. WILLIAMS appealed from the decision of the Chair. 
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And the question being taken, the House affirmed the deci- 
sion of the Chir 

The question then rec 
th previous question 

And there wasa second. 

And the main question (being on concurring m the amend- 
ments of the cou and ordering the bill to be engrossed 
for a (hird reading) was ordered to be new taken. 

The fiest question being eu concurring with the committee in 
it amendment striking oui the following iiem: 

“For Fort Delaware, Velaware river, provided the title to 
the Pea Patch Island shall be decided to be in the United States, 
including twenty-two thousand seven hundred and seventy dol: 
lars carried to the surplus fund, Jaguary J, 1S41, fifty thousand 
dollats.”? 

Mr. TOLAND asked the yeas and nays, which were ordered, 
and being takea, were: Yeas 82, nays 124. 

So the House determined noé to concur with the committee 
in this amendment. 

The next question was on cencurring with the commitiee in 
ifs amendment reducing the item “forrepairs of Fort Washing 
ton, Potomac river,’’ from thirty five thousand ww five thousand 
dollars, 

Mr. FILLMORE sent to the Chair certain explanations 
from the Department in relation to this item; which having been 
real— 

Tic House determined not to concur with the committee in 
this amendment. 

And the question now being on the engrossment of the bill, 

Oo motion of Mr. TURNEY, it was read through. 

Mr. CAMPBELL of South Carolina moved to recommit the 
bill to the Committee of Ways and Means (ior reasous which 
he sta'ed. but which the Reporter did not hear.) 

The SPEAKER decided the motion to be outof order; the 
previous question being still in operation until the question of 
engrossment should have been decided. 

And the question being taken, the bill Was ordered to a third 
reading at this time. 

And the bill having been read by its title, and the question be- 
ing on its final passage— 

Mr. ANDREWS of Keotucky, moved that the further 
consideration of the bill be postponed until next Monday 
week. 

Mr. PICKENS asked the yeas and nays; which were ordered, 
and were— yeas 83, nays 14. 

So the motion to postpone was rejecied. 

Mr. GARRETT DAVIS rose aad said that there was still 
a deficiency of revenue. for the last tour yearsthere had 
heen a deficiency of about seve millions annually, and 
the present year there would be a deficiency, ifnot of eight mul- 
ions. 

Mc. KEIM rose to a point of order. He wished to inquire 
of the Speaker whether there was any question befure the 
House? 

Tne SP “AKER explained to the gentleman from Pensylva- 
nia that te previous question applied only until tite bili had 
been ordered toa third readivg. That had been done. The 
question was now,onthe passage of the bill, and on that ques- 
tion the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. Davis) was entitled to 
the floor. 

Mr. DAVIS then proceeded to say that when he was inter- 
rupted he was about to remark that there would be a deficiency 
in the revenue this year of about eiglit millions of dollars. Now 
what did they see gentiemen doing? Why, they saw those who 
were interested in some particular item In this bill voting in fa- 
vor of the bill, whon they were against a loan bill and a reve- 
nue bill. He presented this fact to the louse for it to say 
whetler it was fair legislation. He was ia faver of this bill if 
they supplied the revenue; but ifthe revenue bill was not to 
pass, and there was considerable doubt whether it would, he 
would be opposed to making the appropriations contained in 
this bill. Mr. D. referred to the amounts of unexpended ba- 
lances yet remaining on hand, and said that he was against ap- 
propriating additional suns unless the liouse would m-rech 
fo.ward and meet the responsibility by providing the requisite 
means. It was, hesaid, admitted on all hands, that there was 
already money enough appropriated to carry on the fortifica- 
tions until the next session of Congress. He was in favor of 
this bill,and also of the revenue bill; but he wanted the latter 
oneto be keptin advance of this. His desire was that the 
House would firstdecide whether they would raise additional 
means before they incurred more expense. To use the lan- 
guage of the gentleman from South Carolina[Mr. Pickens.} 
he protested aga'nst gentlemen availing themselves of the 
benefits of this bill, and yet recording their votes against the 
two other billshe had just alladedto. Butif there were means 
in the Treasury at our disposal, then he believed it would 
be wise and preper to make the additional appropriation 
asked for. 

Mr. D coneluded by moving to lay the bill on the table. 

Mr WELLER asked the yeas and nays; which were or- 
dered. 

Mr. FILLMORE inquired of the Chair whether, ifthe bill 
was laid on the table, it would require a vote of two-thirds to 
take it up again : 

The SPEAKER said, in the event referred to, the bill would 
take its place among the ordersof the day, and that a vote ofa 
majority only (the Speaker was understood to say) wouid be 
required to take it np. c , . 

Mr. G. DAVIS then withdrew his motion to lay the bill on 
the table. and moved thatthe further consideration thereof be 
postponed.until Tuesday week. ware . 

Mr. BRIGGS (for the eccond time in his life, he said) moved 
the previous question. 

The SPEAKER said that motion would cut off the motion to 
postpone, and would bring the House toa direct vote upon the 

assnge ofthe bill. 

Mr. WILLIS GREEN moved to lay the bill on the table 

The yeas and nays were asked, and ordered, and, were— 
yeas 80, nays 134; se the bill was not jai ton the table. s 

The main question was now put, on the passage of the bill, 
which appropriates something more than a million of dollars, 
and resulted as follows: 

YEAS—Meesrs. Adams. Allen, 8. J. Andrews, Arnold, Ay 
crigg, Babcock. Baker, Barnard, Barton, Bidlack, Birdseye, 
Black, Blair, Boardman, Borden, Botts, Bowne, Brewster, 
Briggs, Brockway, Milton Brown, C. Brown, Barnell, William 
Butler, William O. Butler, Calhoun, W. B. Campbell, T. J. 
Campbell, Caruthers, Childs, Chittenden, John C. Clark, 8. N- 
Clarke, Clifford, Clinton, Cowen, Cranston, Cravens, Cushing, 
G, Davie, William C, Dawson, Doig, John Edwards, Egbert, 


dand was taken oa the motion for 
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Everett, Ferris, Fessenden, Fillmore, Fornance, A L Poster, 
Gamble, Gates, Gentry, Giidings, Gimer, Goggin, PF. -@, 
Goode, Gordon, Greig, Gusone, Mabershani, Mall, Halstead, 
W.8. Hast ngs, Hays Henry, Holmes, Houck, Heward, Had. 
son, Ingersoll, J. livin, Wilton W. tewin, Jack, Jameé@a, Ieaac 
D. Jones. John P. Kennedy, King, Lane, Lawrence, Linn, Lit 
vetield, Loweil, Robert MeCiellan, McKeon, Matiory, By F. 
Marshall, 3. Mason, Mathvot, Mattocks, Maxwell, Maynard, 
Meriwether, Moore, Morsan, Morrs, Morrow, Neyrbard, Nisbet, 
Osborne, Owsley, Parnventer, Pearce, Ceadleton, Pope, Powell, 
Proffit, Ramsey Beojanio Randal, Alexauder Randall, Ren- 
doloh, Ridgway, Rodney, Rooreveli, Russell, Saltonstall, San- 
ford, Sergeant, Shields, S monton, Stade, Smith, Snyder, 
Stanly, Stekeley, Stratton, Stuart, Taliaterro, J. B. Thompson, 
Richard W. Thompson, Tillinghast. Toland, Tomtinsoa, Teum- 
bull, Underwood, Van Boren. Van Rensselrar, Wallace, Ward, 
Warren, Westbrook, khdward D. White, T. W Wiltama, Cc 
H. Wiliiams, Winthrop, Yorke, A. Young, and John Young— 
14s. 

NAYS—Messers. L. W. Andrews, Arrincton, Atherton, Ree. 
so, Boyd, Bronson, A. V. Brown, Burke. Sampeon H Butler, 
Green W, Catdweil, Pawick ©. Caliweil, John Campbell, Cary, 
Chapman, Colea, Daniel, Rochar 1D. Davis, Dean, Deberry, 
Doane, Bistman, Jolin C. Bdwarda, Toho G. Floyd, Gerry, Wm. 
O. Goode, Graham, Green, Haris, d. Hastings, Hopkins, Houe- 
ton, Hubard, Uaater, Cave Johnson, J. W. Jones, Keim, Lewis, 
Abraham McClellan, McKay, Marchand, J. T. Mason, Ma. 
thews, Miller, Oliver, Patridge, Payas, Pickens, Plumer, Red- 
ing, Reacher, Rheu, Rices, Saundera, Shaw, Shepperd, Steen 
rod, Suinier, Sweney, ‘Furney, Watiersen, Weller, J. L. White, 
J. W. Williams, Lewis Wilhams, J. L. Williams, and Wise 
66 

ro the bill was passed 

Mr. WISE rose and seit that he had been instructed by the 
Commitiee on Naval Affure to meve, whenever the fortifica 


tion bill should have been disposed of, thatthe House resolve 
itself into Committee on the Home squadron bill. The day 
being considerably advanced, he would not make the mo- 
tien now: but he gave notice thit ue would do 80 to-morrow 


morning. 
Aud then, on mote 


The Ho adionri 


Correcton.—In the reportot Mr. Frans’ 
Tlouse on Saturday last, pub 
stant. Mr F. is made to say tkhat Throg’s Neck is on Lan 
sland. It is he Reporer. Me. F. desertbec 
Throg’s Neck asa poist of land projecting from the main land 
info Long Island Sound, and guarding & narrow passage be- 
tweer the furtaod Long Island, about twelve miles from the 
city, throngh whic all v is coming to the city from the 
eastward through the Sound, trust pass 
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IN SENATE, 
Wepne-piy, July Ql, 13841. 

Mr. MOREHEAD presented a petition of a ve- 
ry jarge and respectable number of citizeas of Lou- 
isville, Kentucky, for abank:upt law. 

Mr. ALLEN present d a remonstrance of citi- 
zens of Belmont county, Ohiv, against a Unised 
States Bank, a protective tariff, the distribution of 
the proceeds of the publ.c lands, and against all 
manner of fiscalities. Aso, the procecdings of a 
meeting of ci‘izens of the same county, and on the 
same subject; ail which were laid on the table, 
and the proceedings of the mecting ordered to be 
printed. 

There appearing no bus‘acss before the Senate 
for the morning heur, 

Mr. BEXRIEN moved that the bill from the 
Commitiee on the Judiciary to extend the time for 
completi:g the sixih cen:us of a parish in Lenisi- 
ana, and one in Kentucky, to Ist January, 1842, 
be taken up. The motion wes carried; the bill 
was read, engros‘d to a third reading, aad passed. 

On motion of Mc. BERRIEN, the bil! fer chang- 
ing the p'ace of trial of General Gratiot from the 
Siate of Missouri to the Disuict of Columbia, was 
taken up. 

Mr. B. said this suit was founded on circum- 
stances that occurred while General Gratiot was an 
oflicer of the Government. | These were all on re- 
cord at the seat of Government, and he had for- 
warded a memorial for the change of place. To 
this change the Government, through its Attorney 
General, bai acsentet The leiter from the Attor- 
ney General was read. 

Mr. BUCHANAN arked if the trial had not 
taken place in St. Lou.s at the request of General 
Gratiot himself ? 

Mr. BERRIEN said the memorial would explain 
the matter. There was a mis'ra), and all that was 
now asked was a change of venue. 

The memorial was then sead. 

Mr. HENDERSON said there were one bun- 
dred thonsand bankrapts in the United States who 
suffercd as much bardship as was represented in 
this case, who applied ia masses, and bad not as 
yet found relief from the Government, He could 
see no reason for stopping the business of this extra 
session to take this up. 

Mr. PRESTON regarded it esa special claim 
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on their attention. For the purpose of speedy 
jastice to the individual, and perfect justice to 
“os Government, it was necessary that he be tried 
ere. 

Mr. BENTON said it was merely a change of re- 
venue. 

Mr. BERRIEN further advocated as tending to 
8 y justice, both to the Government and the in- 

ividual. 

Mr. McROBERTS made a few remarks not 
distinctly heard in the gallery. 

Mr, BERRIEN explained. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama urged some cogent 
reasons to show that the change of venue was 
upnecessary. 

Mr. WALKER said his first impressions were 
decidedly against the proposition; but having since 
read the memorial, and taken all the circumstances 
of the case into consideration, he had come to the 
conclusion that the prayer of the parties, both 
plaintiff and defendant having joined in the re- 
quest, ought to be granted. The highest officer 
of the Government in the Judiciary Department 
assents to the proposition, and considering the con- 


venience of reference to ducuments in the public | 


Offices, there could be no doubt that a fairer trial 
could be had in this ci'y than where those docu- 
ments were not accessable. 

Mr. BERRIEN referred to apart of the memo- 
rial as an answer to objections urged by Mr. Cray 
of Alabama. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama was about to reply, 
when it was intimated that the morning hour had 
expired. 

Mr. WOODBURY mate a few explanatory re- 
marks, after wnich the subject was laid over for 
further consideration. 

Mr. MERRICK, from the Committee on the 
District ot Columbia, reported a bill from the 
Heuse, making further provisions for the pauper 
lunatics of the District of Columbia. Also, the 
bill to revive and continue in force for ten years the 
Mechanics’ Relief Society of Alexandria. 


Notice was given of several resolutions, name- | 


ly: one by Mr. CLAY of Alabama; one by Mr. 
BENTON; and one by Mr. HENDERSON, call- 
ing on the Secretary of the Navy to inquire into 
and report upon the expediency of establishing a 
Navy Yard and sation for a home squadron in the 
vicinity of the Gnif of Mexico. 

The orders of the day being called, the Fiscal 
Bank bil! was taken up far further amendment, as 
in committee of the whole. 

Mr. ALLEN offered an amendment, making the 
stockholders liable for the obligations of the insti- 
tution. 

He said thejobject of it was perfectly obvious to 
all, and he would detain the Senate no longer than 
to ask the yeas and nays. 

After a few remarks from Mr. BENTON, the 
amendment was rejected, by the following vote: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Bachanan, Cal- 
houn, Clay of Alabama, Cuthbert, Falton, 
King, Linn, McRoberts, Mcuton, Nichol- 
sop, Pierce, Sinith of Connecticut, Sturgeon, 
Tappan, Walker, Williams, Woodbury, Wrigh', 
and Young—21. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bay- 
ard, Berrien, Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, Evans, 
Graham, Henderson, Huntington, Ker, Merrick, 
Miller, Morehead, Prentiss, Preston, Rives, Sim- 
mons, Smith of Indiana, Southard, Tailmadge, 
White, and Woodbridge—25. 

Mr. ALLEN proposed to strike out corpora- 
tions from among those authorized to take stock. 

Mr. A. said it was but the other day the amend- 


ment prevailed excluding foreigners from taking | 
shares in the Bank. The authority to corporations | 


to become stockholders, enabled foreigners in the 
local institutions to monopolize the stock. 

The admission of corporations was, besides, the 
exclusion of citizens, and giving privilege on privi- 
lege. 

There was another great political objection to the 
combination of the State institutions under the 
charter of the Bank of the United States. 

What is the effect of this combination on the 
Bank as a regulator of the currency? It will iden- 
tify, in interest, this great Bank with the lesser State 
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institations; and the regulator will, of course, wink 
at all the abuses of the minor institutions, holding 


shares in it, and thus enable them to plunder the 


country. 

Mr. CLAY said the reason that had been urged 
agains! the Bank was, that no capitalist would in- 
vest his siock in so woritbless an institution; but it 
was now proposed to cut off corporations, so as to 
give individuals an opportunity of subscribing for 
this worthless stock. Corporations, not as the gen- 
tlemen on the other side seemed to think, were of 
various natures. There were corporations for the 
education of youth; it might be very profitable to 
invest their funds, at seven per cent. in this Bank. 
But, by the amendment, this advantage would be 
cut off. There were also some meritorious banks, 
as the savings banks, for the benefit of the indus- 
trious and laboring portion of the community, and 
investment here was profitable for them. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said he did not rise to an- 
swer any one’s objections to the amendment, but 
he would briefly state his own reasons for voting 
for it. The experience of his own State had been 
such that the Legislature had found it necessary 
to interfere, and prevent the local banks from pur- 
chasing stocks of corporate institutions, except to a 
very limited amount. He was far from thinking 
that this Bank wou'd pay either six or seven per 
cent. on its stock. He would nit hold out induce- 
ments to corporations to purchase stock that would 
desert them in the hour of darger. 


banks, and corporations for the education of youth. 
Mr. CLAY said the Senator was desirous for ihe 


| interests of corporations: why would he not let | 


them take care ef themselves, and decide accord- 
ing to their own interest whether they would invest 
their capita! in this Bank. He believed the Bank 
world not only divide seven per cent. but, after it 
Was in operation, much more. But if Svates did 
not desire their corporations to invest in this, they 
could prohibit them by their laws, as they were in 
the Senator’s State. In any point of view, he was 
opposed to the amendment. 

Mr. ALLEN illustrated and enforced his objec- 
tion to mulliplying the privileges of corporations, 
and excluding citizens who had none of them. .He 
made it plain that the restriction agains: foreigners 
becoming the owners of the Bank, was periectly 
nugatory under the provision of the charter, which 
enabled the minor corporations, of which they hold 
the capiial, to invest the capital in the National 
Bank. But he opposed it principally as producing 
a confederation of banks in politics, and 2s open- 
ing the way to the combination of the whole mo- 
neyed privileged classes under a great and com- 
manding head, associated with the Government, 
against the unprivileged portion of the country. 
He sail the regulator,so leagued with moneyed 
power al home and abroad, and the political power 
at the head of the Government, would regulate 
not only the curreacy, but the legislation of the 
country. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said he had but a single re- 
mark to make in reply to the Senator from Ken- 
tucky. This was a matter of cautious delibera- 
tion—the creation of a corporation. By the bill 
itself, the Bank was prohibited from investing in 
State institutions, while State banks were allowed 
to hold capital in this. Here was an inconsisten- 
cy. The subscription of stock in this Bank, by 
state corporations, disabled them, to the amount 
subscribed, from exercising their full powers. 
Ought they then to hold out full inducements to all 
banks of the United States to take capital here? 
That was the question. He had voted for nu 
amendment of this charter that he did net believe 
would be essentially beneficial to it, and on that 
ground he should give his vote for this. 

The amendment was then rejected, by the fol- 
lowing vote: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Cal- 
houn, Clay of Alabama, Cathbert, Falton, King, 
Linn, McRoberts, Mouton, Nicholson, Pierce, 
S-vier, Smith of Connecticut, Sturgeon, Tappan, 
Walker, Woodbury, Wright, and Young—21. 

NAYS —Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bay- 
ard, Berrien, Ciay of Kentucky, Clayton, Evans, 
Graham, Henderson, Huntington, Ker, Merrick, 


For this cause, | 
he would not only exclude local banks, but savings | 
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| 








Miller, Morehead, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Rives 
Simmons, Smith of Indiana, Southard, Tallmadge, 
White, aud Woodbridze—25. , 

Mr. WALKER offered an amendment Providing 
that no lean should be made by said Bank or any 
office of discount and deposite to any corporation, 

He said that one of the principal causes of loss 
to the old Bank was from corporations. They had 
lost to the amount of seven millions by loans to 
Insurance Companies, Banks, &c. Was it not 
safe and proper by the lights of experience to pre- 
vent these losses? 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky hoped the amendment 
would not be adopted. If it were, what would be 
the effects? First, with regard to the banking cor. 
porations, He hoped this Bank would occasion- 
ally lend an assisting hand to banks, when it 
could be done with safety, and might by a little 
loan relieve them from much distress. The word 
corporation was very extensive; it included cities 
and manufacturing corporations, which were in- 
tended to be aided by this Bank. The Senator from 
Mississippi had said great losses were made by cor- 
porations, and therefore they must make restric. 
tion prohibiting corporations from taking stock at 
all. They might as well say, because they had 
met with losses from individuals, they would not 
loan to them. How did they occur? When the 
old Bank sunk from a National to a State institu- 
tion, ithad a great fund on hand, which it sought 
out the means of employing. Hence, loans were 
selected at four or five per cent. That was the 
cause. It would be an unwise restriction te say 
that it should not lend to any corporation, 

Mr. WALKEER said the enormous loans to Bid- 
die were when the Bank was in its high career as 
a Bank of the United States. 

Mr. CLAY. Bat in contemplation of its be- 
coming a State institution. 

Mr. WALKER said the Senator from Kentucky 
had said they were to leave ail éiscussion to the 
directors ot the Bank, and thus neglect all the ligh's 
of experience. This was the only time to impose 
on the Bank every possible restriction. If they 
had been imposed on the present Bank, it would 
not now have been a mass of insolvency. We 
were told it was important to permit this institution 
to make loans to banks, to prevent their failure. 
He said if a bank was in such a condition that it 
could not borrow funds elsewhere, to prevent their 
failure or suspension, that was the very reason for 
this amendment. That was the object of the loans 
of the old Bank to the Bank of Mississippi, and 
they had resulted in losses of over one million of 
dollars. It was enturely wrong to loan out money 
for these purposes. The Senator had said cities— 
the city of Washington might want loans, but al- 
though he was a friend to Washington, he thought 
experience had demonstrated it unsafe to make 
loans to her. 

The vote was then taken, and the amendment re- 
jected, as follows: 

YEAS—Messis. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Cal- 
houn, Clay of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulion, King, 
Linn, McRoberts, Nicholson, Pierce, Sevier, Smi:h 
of Connecticu', Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Wood- 
burv, Wright, and Young—20. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, 
Berrien, Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, Dixon, 
Evans, Graham, Henderson, Huntington, Ker, 
Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Porter, Prentiss, Pres- 
ton, Rives, Simmons, Smith of Inciana, Southard, 
Talimadge, White, and Woodbr idge—26. 

Mr. CALHOUN said he rose to offer an amend- 
ment to the 5th section, 9th page, and 18'h line; to 
strike out all from the word “from” to the word 
“inclusive,” in the 25th line, the clause giving the 
Sccretary of the Treasury the power to sell the 
one-third to be subscribed ty the United States, in 
case it is not otherwise taken; and to insert a pro- 
vision, that the stock of the United States held by 
the Bank may be sold at any time, by the previous 
assent of Congress, on paying the par value io 
specie at the Bank. He understood the chairman 
of the committee, that this was made to conform, 
as nearly as possible, to the Bank charter of 1816. 
This wes not contained in that charter; but his 
object was to divest the Secretary of the Treasury 
of this discretion. He could not see the reason 
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why it should be objected to, and would say no 


en ee ee er ee a 
own credit, was, in his opinion, to let the biil be 


more uatil some reason was offered. 

Mr. CLAY did not mean in saying that the 

neral charter was ike the charter of 1816, to say 
jt should be precisely the same—by no means. 
This amendment deprived the Government of an 
jmmense advantage. If the stock rose, it ought to 
be in the power of the Government to sell it. He 
hoped the stock would be sent abroad. He thought 
jt would command much higher prices than in the 
United States. He had just heard from a friend 
who had just returned from Europe that money 
fad accumulated, and loans were making at three 
or four per cent. on the continent. It ought to be 
sent abroad for another reason; it would add so 
much to the existing specie means of the country. 
It was proposed to withdraw about six and a half 
millions of dollars from a dormant condition, er from 
the active funds in business, till the Bank was or- 
ganized. He thought it ought to be organized at 
the first instalment, but not to go into active ope- 
ration till the second. This alternative which the 
Government possessed, of either buying or selling 
the stock, was valuable; of which it ought not to 
be deprived. 

Mr. CALHOUN said he did not apprehend that 
there was the slightest probability that this stock 
would sell above par either in this country or in 
Europe. There will be in the market, competing 
with it, the twelve millions of United States stock 
issued under the loan bill, bearing six per cent. inte- 
rest, and payable in three years; while this ten mil- 
jions for Bank stock will bear but five per cent. in- 
terest. He did not consider there was any thing in 
the arg@ment that the stock ought to be sold in Eu- 
rope for the purpose of bringing ten millions of ad- 
ditional capital into this country. From recent ac- 
counts of the s‘a:e of the stock market there, he 
doubted if the stock could be sold at all without a 
sacrifice. The States of this Union were already 
indebted there to the amount of two hundred mil- 
lions of dollars, and if there is a farther debt in- 
curred of ten millions to raise subscriptions for this 
Bank, and twelve millions authorized by the loan 
bill, the whole will be two hundred and twenty- 
two millions. Now it is a fallacy to suppose this 
additional twenty-two miliions will come to this 
country in gold and silver, and remain here. It 
would be as absurd to suppose that a quantity of 
water lifted out of one part of a great body of wa- 
ter and poured into another, would increase the 
quantity of the particular spot were it was poured 
in. It either fio vs back to fill up the place from 
which it was taken, or forces back an equal quan- 
tity. This twenty-two millions would go back 
through the natural channel to Europe, increasing 
the imports of this country, and diminishing the 
exports. But there is not even the probability of a 


‘emporary possession of so much goli and silver, . 


for the proceeds of this stock, if sold in Europe—for 
it will not be paid in specie—will be paid in credi's 
_ there, to be drawn on, either in payment of debts 
due by this country, or for imports; and the effect 
will be to lessen the necessity for our exporis to 
that amount, which would otherwise be requisite 
te provide for those debts and imports. It is ob- 
vious, then, that there is nothing in this argument 
of the Senator from Kentucky, that the capital of 
the country will be increased, much less the gold 
and silver. But there is another advantage, he 
imagines, in the effect the sal> of the stock all at 
once in Europe would produce—that of seiting the 
Bank into immediate operation. He thought that 
there was at the basis of this a fear.that the stock 
would not be taken. It had produced all the enor- 
mous fluctuations which had been connected with 
the Bank for years. A great point to be observed 
was, in launching this into operation all at once, 
which could not be done without disturbing the 
whole moneyed system of the country, and endan- 
gering its existence. This was one of the great 
causes which involved the Bank in 1816, °17, and 
18. He then opposed it on the same ground, bat 
was Overruled; and the resu!t of it was the foreed 
Operation of the Bank, and the resu!t of that the 
tremendous reaction which nearly prostrated the 
Bank. If this amendment prevailed he would of- 
fer another, that the stock should be sold gradually. 

Now the true policy of the gentlemen, for their 
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so amended that the Bank could not go into ope- 
ration tll the whole of the stock was subscribed. 
There is no necessity, so far as the country is con- 
cerned, for this great haste to put this Bank into 
operation before its subscription is complete. The 
necessity and impatince exist only with ihe bor- 
rowers, who want to become steckholders without 
any money in their pockets to subscribe. The 
State banks are numerous; they have issued 
as much paper currency as the state of things 
will warrant; and that Bank cannot come into 
operation prematurely without disturbing the whole 
system, and at the same time destroying itself by a 
palpable demonstration that the same humbug for 
getting up this Bank is resorted to which was re 
soried to in the getting of former United States 
Bank. If this Bank is tobe the pare and improved 
fiscal agent which the Senator promises, it will 
move softly and gently so as not to injure or dis- 
turb, by sudden plunges of rashness, the general 
harmony. The Senator proposes to convert the 
stock all at once into active capital. What will 
be the consequence? The derangement and sus- 
pension of ail the business operations, discounts, 
and exchange dealings of theoiher banks. Mr. 
CaLwoun next alluded to the discussion on the 
charter of the old United States Bank. 


The necessity or propriety of a sudden effort to 
go into business—of interfering rashly with other 
banking instituuons—of adding too prematurely to 
the currency of the country; are all things which 
the Directory, with the assent of Congress, should 
decide. Let them decide these matters, not witha 
mere eye to the wishes of needy borrowers and 
speculators, butupon high principles of national 
policy... Let them decide whether it would be 
good policy or not to sell out all the stock at once, 
or to do it gradually, and so as not to cause 
any shock on the monetary arrangements of the 
country. If he (Mr. Catnoun) should succeed in 
cbtaining the consent of the Senate to this amend 
ment, he would propose te add another proviso 
similar to that in the old charter of the United 
States Bank, limiting the sale of the Government 
stock to two millions a year. It should be kept in 
mind that the money has to be borrowed—indeed 
it should never be lost sight of, that this Bank was 
to be a Bank made up out of borrowers alto- 
gether. 


Mr. CLAY said it was asimple proposition— 
shall the Government retain or part with the power 
of selling or subscribing for the stock? Tne Se- 
nator went on the assumption that it would not be 
above par—if so, the Government would be the 
subscriber. The money market of Continental 
Europe was never easier than at presen.. Taere 
was no Government in Europe where stock would 
command a higher price than the stocks of the 
United States, which had paid off all ther debts. 
The question whether we can contract a loan for 
less than six per cent. was demonstrated by the 
fact that Treasury notes were selling at five and 
two-fifths percent. The aliernative ought to be 
retained to Government, of subscribing or selling 
the stock, according to the state of the money mar- 
ket. He hoped the amendment would not be 
adopted. It was a most valuable privilege to al- 
low the Government to buy the stock abroad. 

Mr. CALHOUN had said not one word about 
American credit abroad. He wished, as far as his 
action went, to make this Bank as safe to the pub- 
lic as they could. The wildest of all topics was to 
bring specie from abroad; it would return again. 
The dangerous point was in Jaunching this machine 
at present. 


The Senator from Kentucky was in haste to 
take advantage of the premium to be obtained in 
the European market. He (Mr. Catnoun) did 
believe it would be better the Bank should ‘ose 10 
per cent. premium and not go into operation unul 
all her stock was subscribed ia gold and silver. 
He was, however, ready to offer a compromise to 
the Senator from Kentucky—they had once before 
ia their lives compromised—let this be the second 
time. If the Senator from Kentucky will consent 
to the modification that let the Government sell the 
stock for what it will, the proceeds at par shall be 








paid into the Bank in gold and silver. 


| back to where they came from. 
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Will the 

Senator do that? 

Mr. CLAY. That is only the same in substance 
as a former proposition. 

Mr. CALHOUN said it was not a requisition to 
sell ata premium, but merely to pay the amouat 
of the stock into Bank as a subscription in gold 
and silver. 

Mr. CLAY, (consideringly.) Yes, sir; I under- 
stand. 

[There was a consultation of a few moments 
amongst a few Senators 

Mr. CALHOUN. Now, he offered this modifi- 
cation; will ‘he Senator accept it? It is this: that 
the Government may sell the stock at any time by 
paying the amount at par into the Bank in gold 
and silver. 

Mr. CLAY. Cortainly not, sir. 

Mr. CALHOUN. SolI thought. I guessed that 
would be the test point. I knew where the shoe 
would pinch—and that was the reason I pressed 
the matter home. 

Mr. CLAY. Will the Senator allow me to ex- 
plain? 

Mr. CALHOUN. Certainly, sir. 

Mr. CLAY explained. 

Mr. CALHOUN said that the proper time for sel- 
ling the stock, andthe quantity to be sold at a time, 


| should be decided by Congress and the directory, 


and not by the Secretary of the Treasury. Batas 
the Senator has declined the proposition just made 


| to biu, he (Mr. Catnoun) aeld that the whole of 
| his argument was brushed away, and the only point 


now left, is the alleged object in sending the stock 


| abroad for sale, of bringing gold and silver into 


this country. Bat he (Mr. Catwoun) had already 
shown that they could not remain here; they would 
seek their natural channels, and immediately flow 
It has been pre- 
tenced that the country is to get immediate relief 


| by the early operations of this Bank, No, itis 


not the country—for he would tell the gentlemen 
that if they put their Bank into operation before the 
Stock is actually paid in in good faith, there 
will be one of the most treinendous reactions ever 
seen in this country within the Srst year of its ex- 
istence. Instead of being a regulator, it will bea 
breaker down of the currency, and, like all other 
bubbles, of becoming lenders by being borrowers, 
it will burst, and prove the greatest of all the hum- 
bags yet experimented with on the country. 
It is to go inte operation before it is ready, 
and that at the expense and on the credit of the 
Government, with ten millions collected every 
where, and put intothe hands of nine direciors, that 
they may lend it out to those who borrow it, that 
it may enable them to borrow still more, and force 
the institution prematurely to goin debt seventy- 
five per cent. beyond its capital for their accommo- 
dation. . 


After a slight modification by Mr. Kina, the vote 
on the amendment was taken, and negatived, as 
follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Cal- 
houn, Clay of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, King, 
Linn, McRoberts, Mouton, Nicholson, Pierce, 
Smith of Connecticut, Sturgeon, Tappan, Wal- 
ker, Williams, Woodbury, Wright, and Young— 
21. 


NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Bates, Bayard, Ber- 
rien, Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, Dixon, Evans, 
Graham, Henderson, Huntington, Ker, Mangum, 
Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Porter, Prentiss, 
Preston, Rives, Simmons, Smith of Indiana, 
Southard, Tallmadge, White, and Woodbridge—26. 


Mr. CALHOUN offered an amendment, in the 
14th fundamental article, to strike out a!! between 
the line 154, and the word “if” in line 169, and in- 
sert a provision that half-yearly dividends be made 
of the nett profit of the Bank, as shal! aprear ad- 
visable, not exceeding three anda half per cent, 
for any one year, allowing for the expenditures of the 
Bank, providing that it does not exceed — per cent. 
per annom on the capital of the Bank, and a sum 
not exceedirg dollars for the erection of build. 
ings; and all excess te te paid over to the Treasurer 
of the United States; but if it at any time they fall 
short of three and a half per cent. Congress shall, 
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out of the previous surplus, appropriate a sum suf- 
ficient for the deficit. 

He said the bill proposed that the profits shou!d 
accumulate to two millivns; but the simple question 
Was, ought the surplus to accumulate in the Bank 
or in the Treasury of the United Sates? This mo- 
ney belonged to the Government, as the chairman 
of the committee had told them, and was to supply 
the place of a bonus, subject toa mere contingen- 
cy of falling hort of this dividend. 

Mr. CLAY was really sorry that the Senators 
had just get into the amendmenis, when it was 
intimated that but one or two remained to be of- 
fered to day. Bat they had jus! got into the porti- 
coiof their amendments, and ihe Senators was now 
sbhngling smen ments. [i he would consider, be 
would recollect that the Senatcr from New York 
(Mr. Waicnt) offered one of the same provision, a 
few days since. ‘They were now atiacking one of 
the most valuable partsof the bill. For the first 
time, in bis knowledge, a restriction was placed on 
the bank. But the question arose, why should the 
Governmen', owning only one-third, take ali this 

rofii? They eughi toa'iow this Bank to accumu- 
ate so much profi', and all the surplus resulting 
from advautages given by the people through their 
agents, ouzht to returnto them. The Senator ob- 
jected io the two millions surplus. But this was 
what every prudent man cil, and what ought to 
be done—in times of prosperity to prepare to meet 
days of alversity. An ebjection had been made 
by prudent meno, thatibe provision was not suffi- 
cient. These two mi lions became productive cap'- 
tal, and the increase was thrown ialo the general 
profit, thus tending s> much to inc/ease the surplus 
above seven per cent. ior the Goverament, 

Mr. CALHOUN seid he made no objection to 
the limitation of 7 per cent. He bad very title con- 
fidence inthe restr cticns of the charter, The Seua- 
tor thinks the two millions of surplus as safe in the 
Bank as in the Treasory; be (Mr. Catnoun) 
theught it safer in the Treasury than in the Bank. 
The question is, why should the stockholders have 
any benefii from 1?) The Senator says it is to he 
in the Bank as so much additional carutal. Bat it 
belongs to the Government, and why should the 
stockholders get two-thirds of the dividend on ii? 
The Government gets but one-third. Why allow 
the stockholders twi-thirds of what belongs to the 
United States?) Suppose every dollar of itis squan- 
dered, do the stockholders lore any partof i?) Not 
acent. Who loses i? Tae Government. The 
object of keeping it in the Bank ts to make it a cor- 
ruption fuad for bribing the people with their own 
money to operate against ihewmseives, [tis the nest 
egg of corruption. The more he (Mr. Catncun) 
saw of this Bank, the more he saw it was a mere 
political engine, got up for corrupting the people 
With their owi money. It was said a day or two 
since that this Bank was behind the age. The ex- 
pression does not go far enough—this Bank is 
twenty years behind the age. The Bank charter 
proposed twenty years ago was mo e enlightened. 
He should cali for the yeasand nays. 

Toe yeas and nays being erdered, the question 
was taken, and resulied yeas 22, nays 26, as fol- 
lows: 

YEAS—Merrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Ca!- 
houn, Clay of Aiabama, Cathbert, Fulton, King, 
Lino, McRoberts, Mouton, Nichoison, Pierce, Se- 
ver, Smith of Connecucut, Siurgeon, Tappan, 
Waiker, Williams, Woodbury, Wright, and 
Youne—22. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Bar ow, Bates, Bay- 
ard, Berrieo, Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, Dixon, 
Evans, Graham, Henderson, Huniington, Ker, 
Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Porter, 
Prentiss, Preston, Simmons, Smith of Indiana, 
Southard, Talimacge, White, end Woodbridge— 
26. 

Mr. BUCHANAN offered an amendment to 
the 18th fundamental rale, providing thatthe Bank 
shoald net discount, &c. when the notes in circule- 
tion and the private deposites, exceeded ‘hree times 
the amoust of specie in its vaults. 

As he was anxious to have the bill taken out of 
committee this evening, he should be very brief. 
There was not one efficient restriction in this bill, 
such as banking experience would have dictated. 
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The capital should be one to three of the circula- 
tion not only, but a'so«f the deposi'es—which in 
this Bank would be mach greater than the circula 
tion. 

Mr. CLAY of Keniocky said he was surprised 
that the Senator had said the Bank was without re- 
tiric'ion. The number of res'rictions in the  biil 
the Senator had never conceived of. There were 
mere restricuons in this bill than in any existing 
bank he knew of. With regard to the amendment, 
its ereditor and debtor circulation were already re- 
stricted. How could they regulate the circalation 
by this daily and hourly fiuctuation of deposites? 
How could it b2 known when a note was tobe 
issued, how mach deposites were in the branches? 
tle hoped the amendment woald not be adopted, 
and that Sena‘ors would cease sbingiing the bill 
with amendments, 

Mr. BUCHANAN would not vote for any bank 
charter in his own State, whose capilal was notio 
be in proportion to its circulation and deposites. 
bis was the touchstone of banking, and without 
which specie paymen!s could not be continued. He 
declared again that there was no efficient restriction 
in this bill, 

The amendment was rejecied, as follows: 

YEAS—Mervsrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Cal- 
houn, Ciay of Alabama, Cuthbert, Falton, King, 
Linn, McRoberts, Mouton, Nicholson, Pierce, Se- 
vier, Smith of Connecticut, Sturgeon, Tappan, 
Walker, Williams, Woodbury, Wright and Young 
—22. 

NAYS—Mersrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bay- 
ard, Berrien, Clay of Keatucky, Clayton, Dixon, 
Evans, Graham, Hender.on, Huntington, Ker, 
Mangum, Me:nck, Miller, Morebead, Puiter, 
Prentiss, Preston, Rives, Simmons, Smith of Indi- 
ani, T'al'madge, White, and Woodbridze—26. 

Mr BUCHANAN thea would move to make 
the prorortion of one to four. 

Mr. BENTON appcated to him not to undertake 
any further the restriction. In Eng!aod one-third 
was the least proportion estimated safe, and he con- 
tended thi: was the least that should be made. He 
would throw the responsibility on the friends of tLe 
bill, and ashe knew the proposition, if made, 
would be lest, he did not wish their votes recorded 
as agreeing to any less restrictions. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said a proportion of one to 
four or five was better than none, but as his friend 
differed with him, he would not press it, as he 
wanted to keep their little band united. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama cffered an amendment 
providing tnat the capital of said Bank shall be dis- 
tributed among the branches, in proportion to the 
domestic exports of the Siates in which they ate 
situated; and thai this proportion be adjusted every 
five years. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama made a few remarks in 
explanation. He said his amendment was designed 
to equal ze, as far as practicable, the distribution of 
the capital of the Bank, in the first instance; and to 
rea‘ jast the equality of iis distribution from time 
to time. He called upon Senators, particular 
ly those from the South and West, to consider hew 
unequally the late Bank had operated upon different 
sections of the Union. Ii appeared, he said, from 
the report made to the House of Representatives 
by Mr. Clayton in 1832, that the mount of specie 
which had been drawn from the Southera and 
Western branche, to New York and Philade!phia, 
from the Ist of January, 1823, up to the time of 
making the re pori—a period of about nine years— 
was about twenty-one millions of dollars; or, to be 
more specific, it amcunted to $20,925,990 07. 
And how much, he inquired, had been sent from 
the North and Eastto those branches? Why, going 
four years further back, and estimating from 13819 
up to the period of Mr. Clayton’s report, a period of 
thirteen years, the amount sent to them had only 
been ¢896 472, less than one million, and showing 
a balance of more than twenty millions of specie, 
drawn from the branches in the South and West, 
im the short period named. He said he might give 
other instances, to show the inequality resulung 
from the cperations of the late Bank; and which 
it was the object of bisamendment to remedy. 
He would content himself with a reference to one 
more only. It was this: the curtailments made in 
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the Western and Southwestern Branches alone 
between the 2d of August, 1833, and the 34 of 
March, 1834—a period of about seven months 
had amounted $3.415.357 96 Of this amount 
nearly $10600,000 had been drawn from the 
Branch at New Orleans alone; and those eurtai|. 
ment: fell far short of what was intended by the 
board of directors in Philadelphia, and would no 
doubt have been executed, but for the Spirit of op- 
pesition manifested by some of the Western 
Branches, What must have been the effect on 
the value of property, and the interest of the plant. 
ers, farmers, and merchants, of the South and 
West, under a system so fivctuating, and so ex. 
hausting? Cou'd any one fail to perceive the inju- 
rious effect, on the interest of all those classes, of 
withdrawing fiom New Orleans, and other poinis 
in ihe valley of the Mississippi, im so short a time 
the vast amount of three and a half millions of 
dollars; and this, too, at the very season when the 
great staple of the South, all the products of that 
extensive and fertile region were going into market? 

Mr. C. said it was to prevent these fluctuations, 
as far as possible—to guard againsta concenira.- 
tion of all, or nearly all, the Jarze capiial of this 
powerful insutution, north of the Potomac—and 
to insure something like a fair distribution of jts 
benefits, if any were to result from it, that he had 
proposed his amendment; and he hoped it wonid 
meet the favorable consideration of the Senate, 

Mr. CLAY cot Kentucky said the proposition 
was, that the deposites should be distrtbuted ac- 
cording to the capital subscribed, ner according to 
the locality of business. Why dia they ask a 
single element o! business, tather than some other 
branch? It was wrong in principle and utterly im- 
practicable, and he hoped it would not be adopted. 

It was advocated by Messrs. CLAY of Ala: 
bama, WALKER, and BENTON; and after 
which rejected as follows: 

YEAS—M. ssis. Buchanan, Calhoun, Clay of 
Alabama, Linn, McRoberts, Mouton, Pierce, Se- 
vier, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Wiliams, Wood- 
bury, and Wright—14. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, 
Berrien, Clay of Kentucky, Ciayton, Dixon, 
Evans, Graham, Henderson, Hunting‘on, Ker, 
Mangam, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Porter, 
Prentiss, Preston, Rives, Simmons, Smith of In- 
diana, Southard, Talllmade, White, and Wood- 
bridge— 27. 

Mr. NICHOLSON offered an amendment pro- 
viding that if any board of ditectors of any of the 
Offices of discount and deposite convert to their use 
in any way whatever, or loan wiih or without inie- 
restany portion of the public money deposited 
therein for safekeeping, every such act shall be ad- 
judged a violation of the charter. 

It was rejecied, as follows: 

YE&AS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Cal- 
houn, Ciay of Alabama, Falton, Xing, Linn, Me- 
Roberts, Mouton, Nicholson, Pierce, Sevier, Smith 
of Connecticut, Sturgeon, Waiker, Whuliaws, 
Woodbury, and Wright—19. 

NAYS—Mes:r:. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, 
Berrien, Clay of Kentucky, Ciayton, Dixon, Evans, 
Graham, Hender:on, Huntington, Ker, Mangum, 
Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Porter, Prentiss, Rives, 
Simmoas, Smi:L of lodiana, Southard, Talimadge, 
White, and Woodbridge—26. 

Mr. WILLIAMS offered several slight verbal 
amendments, which were agreed to. 

Also, an amendment to the 22d fundamental ar- 
ticle, providing that the notes of she Bank shall be 
redeemable at the branches where paid out. 

This being briefly advocated by Mr. WIL- 
LIAMS, and opposed by Mr. CLAY of Kentucky, 
was rejected without a division. : 

Mr. BENTON offered an amendment, striking 
ont the clause fixing the value of gold coins to be 
received by the Bank. 

He objected to fixing the prices of coins in & 
Bank buil at ail. 

Mr. CLAY briefly opposed it. 

The amendment was then rejected—yeas 22, 
nays 25. 

Mr BENTON offered an amendment, striking 
out the clause authorizing the dealing in coin. 
This being discussed by Messrs. BENTON and 
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HUN fINGTON, was rejected, by the same vote 


as that on the amendment of Mr. Bucaanan, 


ass BERRIEN offered the fvllowing amend- 


al: 2 : ca 
m3 h page, 9th sec, 2d Jine, strike out the words “six millions 


o 


five hundred —r dollars,” and insert the words, “ten dol- 
» share. 
ee 9th sec. 29th line, strike out from the word “and.” 
inclusive, to the end of the section, and insert the words, “Pro- 
vided that it shall and may be lawful for the President of the 
[ited States, as coon as ten dollars on each share are paid, in 
manner herein provided, to app int three directors, who shail 
serve uotil they are superseded by appointments made by the 
President of the United States, by and with the advice and con- 
sent of the Senate, as herein before provided; and provided, 
thatas soon asthe sun of $6 500,000, In bullion, gold or silver 
coin, or in Treasury notes, shall have been actually received 
on account oi the subscriptions to the capital of the said Bank, 
(exclusively of the subscription of ten millions aforesaid, on 
the part of (he United States,) the operations of the same siiall 
thenceforth commence and continue at the city of Washing- 


ton.” 


Mr. CLAY said the whole effect of the amend- 
ment was to bring forward the ume of tue Bank’s 
commencing operations one month. ; 

Afier a brief discussion by Messrs. WRIGHT 
an! BERRIEN, it was adopted, as follows: 

YEaS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, 
Berrien, Clay, of Kentucky, Ciay:on, Dixon, 
Evans, Graham, Henderson, Huntington, Ker, 
Mangum, Merricir, Mitler, Morehead, Porter, 
Prentiss, Preston, Rives, Simmons, Smith of La- 
diana, Soathard, Tallmadge, White and Wood- 
bridge—27. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Cal- 
houn, Clay of A'abama, Cuthbert, Fulton, King, 
Lion, McRoberts, Mouton, Nicholson, Pierce, Se- 
vier, Smith of Connecucut, Sturgeon, Tappan, 
Walker, Williams, Woodbury and Young—22. 

The amendments now having been completed, 
the bill was reported to the Senate. 

Mr. CLAY moved to Jay the bill on the table, 
and that it be ordered to be printed. 

Mr. CALHOUN suggested to the Senator to 
move the prizticg alone, and leave the biil as the 
unfinished business for to-morrow morning. 

Mr. CLAY not assentinzg, the motion was car- 
ried. 

The bill from the House, making provision for 
a Home Squadron, was twice read, and referred to 
he Commitiee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. BERRIEN gave notice of his intention to 
rove io-morrow to take up the bankrupt bill. 

‘Th: Senate then adjourned. 





IIOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Weonesay, July 21, 14. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved 

Mr. WISé, under the unanimous instructions, he said, of the 
Committee on Naval Affairs, moved that the House now te- 
solve itselfinto Committee of the Whole on the Siate of the 
Union tor the purpose of taking up the bill making appropria- 
tons for a Home Squadron, 

Mr. BAXSNARD hoped he would be permitied to make a re- 
port from the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. FILLMORE hoped the committees generally would 
ae as he believed there were some ieporsts to be 
made, 

Mr. WISE waived his motion for the present. 

Petitions were presented by general conseat, by 

Mr. CHAPMAN of Alabama. 

Mr. BURKE of New Hampshire. 

The committees were then called in their order for re- 
ports, 

Mr. FILLMORE, from the Committee of Ways and Means, 
reported the following resolution, which was adopted: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested, if not incompatible with the public mterest, to lay be- 
fore this House any communication from the French Minister 
to the Secretary of the Treasury, relating to our commerce and 
navigation with France under existing treaties. 

Mr. FILLMORE, from the same committee, moved to be 
discharge’ from the further consideration of so much of the 
Message of the President of the United States and accom- 
panying documents as relates to the Potomac Bridge, and that 
the same be referred to the Committee for the Dictrict of Co 
Jumbia, 

Which motion was agreed to. 

_Mr. FILLMORE, from the same committee, moved to be dis- 
charged from so much of the Message and accompanying docu- 
ments of the President of the United States as relates to the 
Post Office Department; and that the same, together witha 
communication from the Secretary of the Treasury, enclosing a 
staternent from the Auditor of the Post Office Department in 
relaion to temporary clerks, be referred to the Committee on 
the Past Office and the Post Roads, and that the communica- 
tion, &e. be printed. 

This motion was agreed to. 

REVENUE LAW .~-. 

Mr. WINTHROP, from the Committee on Commerce, made 
@ report, closing with the following resolution: 

Resolved, That a committee of nine members, not morg than 
one of whom shall be from any one State, be appointed by the 
Chair, to sit during the recess, for the pur of taking evi- 
dence at the pal ports ofentry and elsewhere, as to the 
operation of the existing system and rates of duties on imports 
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upon the manufacturing, agricultural, and commereial interests 
of the country, and of procuring, generally, such information 
as may be usefulto Congress in any revis‘on of the revenue 
laws which may he attempted at the next session. 

And the question being on the adopuon of the resolution— 

Mr. FILLMORE said that he concurred entirely in the eb 
jects contemplated in this resolution. But béfore the question 
was taken, he desiredto make one inquiry of the chairman of 
the Committee 01 Commerce, who made the report; and that 
was, Whether it was designed to have any effecton the revenue 
bill which was now pending before this House for its action? 

Mr. WINTIEROP said tiat he could assure the gentleman 
from New York(Mr. Fintwoarg] that no such object had influ- 
enced the committee in this matter. Certainly, none such had 
entered into his own mind. On the contrary, he was ready to 
go with the Committee of Ways and Means in support of many 
of the provisions of the bill which they had reported, though 
to some of them he wasopposed. There was no inconsistency 
or contlict, however, between the adoption of this resolution and 
the passage of the revenue bili, either in whole or in part. The 
bill, as he understood it, had not been brought forward asa 
permanent measure. The Secretary of the Treasury had ex. 
pressly recommended itas atemporary provision. The Jan- 
guage of his report was that “asit may not comport wiih the 
views of Congress to go intoa revision aad adjusiment of the 
customs so long before the act of March 2, 1533, comes to have 
its final and permanent operation, the unaders gued would re 
commend, as a temporary measure, the levy ofa duty of twenty 
per ceat. ad valorem on all articles which are now free I 
ty,’ &e. The revenue bill, he presumed, had been reported in 
conformity with that recommendation. Nobody could ima. 
gine that the passage of such a bill woukl ubviate the necessi- 
ty ofa general revision of the tariffat the ne 
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xteession. Sucha 





revision must undoubtedly take place, Theveseemedto be no 
difference of opinion on that point; and the single and simple 
design of this resolution was to make seasonable prepa a 






for the work. The object was to obtain facts, ta procure in- 
formation, to Collect the opinions and experience of intelligent, 
practical businessmen in all pursuits and in all! parts of the 
country with reference to a measure of legislation which might 
deep'y affect the interests of them all. He would only ob- 
s:rve,in conclusion, that the report and reselution were unani- 
mously adopted by the Committee on Commerce. There were 
geatlemen on that committee from ali quarters of the Union, 
of both political parties, and of every variety of opinion on 
the subject ofthe tariff But they had allagreed in the impoi- 
tance of this investigation. He hoped the same unanimity 
would prevail in the House, betieving, as he cid, that the results 
of the measure would do much to reconcile conflicting opinions, 
and to render any system of duties which might be adopted ac- 
ceptable and permanent. 

Mr. FILLMORE said that the bill before the House, known 
asthe revenue bill, was simply a revenue measure, and not in- 
tended at alto enter into conflict with those questions which 
had grown out of the tani. Buthe submited whether the 
committee should not be a joint committee of both Houses 
And merely with a view of giving the Housetime for conside- 
ration, (for, as he had said, he was in favor of the object.) he 
would suggest to the gentlemanto move that the further consi- 
ceration of the subject be postponed for three or four days. 

Mr. WINTHROP said he would himeelf have preferred that 
this should have been a joint committee. The only reason 
which occurred to his mind against it was, that the House could 
not answer torthe acton of the other branch of Congress, eu- 
gaged as it wasin the discussion of the most important sub- 
jects, And asthe responsilility was on this House, 1 was in- 
cumbent upon it to institute the investigation, in ore: to safe 
and enlightened legislation upon it. 

Mr. WISE said he had intended to inquire of the gentleman 
from Massachusetts(Mr. Wiyrir’p) whethey this report and 
resolution came in under the unanimous san*tion of the com- 
mittee? That question, however, had already been answered. 

The committee had reported formally the {iret sep for a go 
nera! cevisal of the tariff laws, and, in answer to the inquiry 
whether the report and resolution were intcn led to interfere 
with tie pending revenue bill, as it was called, the gentleman 
atthe head of the committee who made the report had distinetly 
stated that it was not so intended. In other words, (Mr. W. was 
understoad to say,) we were to have an increase of the tariff 
under the compromise act, and this resolution involved the first 
movement towards transcending that act and revising the tariff. 
He was not willing to take this first step in legislation towards 
a revision of the tariff law and an increase of duties. 

This, Mr. W. was understood to gay, was making good a pre- 
diction of hisown, (hat it waa intended to revise the tarif’ with 
a view to revenue for protection. 

Mr. Wisa then expressed a doubt whether the House had 
power to raise a committee to sit during the recess, and inquired 
of the chairman of the Committee on Commerce whether the 
rep ort touched that point at all} . 

Mr. WINTHROP said that the committee had not touched 
it; nor had even supposed that it would be a made serious ques- 
tion here or elzewhere. 

Wr. WISE was understoed ta gay that it had been a serious 
question with some gentlemen, and was so etill. He moved to 
lay the report aid resolution en the table. 

But, on the request of Mr. INGERSOLL, Mr. W. withdrew 
the motion. 

Mr. INGERSOLL said hie had just en'ered the House, without 
time to read or hear the report; but, as he understood the re- 
solution, it contemplated a committee of this House to sit ia 
the recess. To this (Mr. J said) he was decidedly épposed, be- 
cause he had no doub: that this [louse bas not power to conti- 
nue any of its functions by committee to sit in recess. 
He had considered that subject, and felt confident thatsuch 
was the true principle as to the fundamental question of 
power. 

Asto inquiry by committec to aacertain the sense of prac- 
tical men respecting manulacitures, and the best way of deve. 
loping them to the greatest advanazge, he entertained no doubt 
that it was the best, if not the only satisfactory method of pro- 
ceeding. Any thing done this session musi be done precipi- 
ately; of consequence, with danger to great interests, which he 
felt anxious to treat fully, fairly, and aa the public good might 
re‘yuire. 

Mr. TILLINGHAST spoke briefly in favor of the adoption 
of the resolution. He thought that the Committee on Com. 
merce had suggested the proper course to be pursued in re- 
commending acommittee of inquiry. This House instituted 
all measures on the subject of the revenue—or, at least, it ought 
todo go, in the contemplation of the Constitution. 
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mode in which that revenue should be raised was one of the 
great leading objects of Congress—one of the great leading ob- 
jects of the Union. It was a subject which ought tocecupy 
the continual attention of this House, as the initiatory body in 
relation toit, Ithad been the usual course of proceeding te 
appoint commitiees of inquiry on matiers of deep interest to 
the public mind, and it seemed to him to be the most appropri. 
ate mode. 

As to the question of the powerof the House, ho regarded it 
as too late to urettle the action of the House and the pre- 
cedents on that pomt. 

Mr. PICKENS said this was a new question He had not 
thought of it before the report was presenied this morning. 
li it were intended to procure informauon, by this committee, 
as to such details as would enable this House to revise the 
whole system of taril dudes tor protection, then such a com- 
mittee might be necessary to furnish facts. But he thought 
the spirit and meaning of the act commonly called the “eem- 
promise act’ were plata andsimple. Aud if it were intended 
that the system should be readjusied aceord.ag to U epiritard 
moantng of dat act, in good jaiih, then he apprehended there 
would be ao very great dificulty in the matter, ae to mala 
pots. The refcrence made to the practice of the Briush Par- 
lament, asto raising Committees, had bo analogy to onr con. 
dition. ‘bheir system of taxes wasexceedingly complicated, 
They had excises, direct taxes, and specific duties; and they 
raised as much or more from domeauc taxes as the y do from 
imposts. The consequence was, that it was complicated, and 
required a thorough investigation, as to facts and details, he- 
fore they could act wisely on it. But if weintended to con- 
fine oursel spirt of the compromise, particularly 
that part which dec thet’, after 1842, the duties should be 
recluced to the economical wants of the Government—that they 
should be for revente in realuy—then there would be no great 
Ticulty. Ours weuldl then be merely a low rate of imposta 
upon importaions. We woullhave no excise duties, no di- 
rect taxes; and our Tre asury repo. ts upon exports and importa, 
and the Weims, together with the countries irom whence they 
caine, and (he amount, Would give us all the information peces- 
sary for taxes laid striculy for revenue alone. But it we were 
to revive ali thateysiem of 1824, 1828, and 1832, complicated 
as it Was,.and iptended to protect the various anulactores, 
exclusively, of the country, then (ne movement tn advance for 
a committee might bea very necessary step towards that sya 
tem. Now, as (othe compromise act, he thought something 
would be required by Congress. Some revision and legisla- 
tive action Were necessary. He doubted asto the home vatua- 
tion contained in that act; he did not think it practicable; he did 
not know how it could be cxecuted wihout injusice, and 
making the valuation dificrent in different ports of entry, and 
consequently the ad valorem duues different in different ports, 
and of course avainstthe Constitution, which declares thatdu. 
ties shali be Un}ierm 
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that this committes, proposed to be 
raised, wou dhave upon the present bill re ported by the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, he differed in bis views fram the 
chairman and from the gentleman from Massachusetts, (Mr. 
Winturop;] he considered important in iis bearing upon that 
bill. ‘True it wasa bill witha very modest tit'e; it was calleda 
bill in ‘relation to duties and drawbacke;"’ but in reality it re- 
la‘ed to a total revision of your ‘arf. It proposed to ratse 
every thing Up to 20 per cent. except some fewarticies. What 
was theeflect? Qu coarse woollen biankets, at 75 cents, and 
under that price, which bow come in at 3 percent. this dill pro: 
poses to raise that dury up, at one dash, to 20 per cent. making 
an increase of 15 per cent. No, although the importacions 
under that head were not now great in value, yet the effect 
would be to enabie the hume producer to sel] of course the eame 
articie 15 per cent. higher, without danger from the foreign ar- 


ticle; and it Waa so mucha bounty totha: effect, w out vield- 
ing a cent ofrevenue. So, acaia, there were articles duty free— 
note infined, as the gentleman trom Virginia {Mr Wise} eup- 
poses, Lo drugs mda tufl lone, QUL EXE ine to many other 
things or instauce, raw hides wee te he a free; these 
amounied to $2,500,000, and sometimes 93.000000, that were 

ually imported trom South America, Now this was an im- 


portant iiem of impertations, made also by your heavigst and 
richest cay tialiste; aint il & were intended merely to raise re 
venue for the wants of (he Government, then they onght to have 
areasonable impust duty. ht wasa matter too in which the 
grezicrs of Virginia and the interior West were interested: for 
a tax upon raw hides would make, to that extent, their cattle 
more valuable. ‘This tem of importations was large, upwards 
of $2,000,000 annuaily, But if it were intended to arrange your 
duties, 80 as to protect Manulactures, and throw taxation upon 
other br -nchesof industry as much as possible, then such arti- 
cles might be duty free. And you could have a very efiective 
tariff for protection, and yet limit ic to 20 percent; provided you 
made such discriminations as would throw all the burdens for re- 
venue (as you Would cali 1) upon certain great productions fur- 
nished at home, while you would admita large list duty free for 
the consumption and benefit ofthe same great interests. And 
thus the incidental protection woul! be great and grossly unjust. 
Now, Mr. P. was for a fair adjustment of dutics, according to 
the true spirit and intent af the compromise act—limiting it to 
a revenve for the eco. omical wants of tne Government, accord. 
ing to the express words of that statute. He would cheerfully 
give a full revenue: 20 per cent. more suddenly put upon every 
thing wou!d would producea shock in commerce, wuhout im 
mediate revenve. Let us raise equally and gradualiy proper 
revenue duties; 20 per cent. ineighteen months, pon your tm- 
ports, would be more than we wanted; it would give $26,060,- 
(00, at least, in the course of two years or jess. Twelve anda 
half per cent. would be ample for a!l just purpeses. This, with 
the land reveuue, would give, certainly, $21,000.000, What 
more do we want in peace! It is more, by three millions, than 
what is proper, unless we have war measures—then it ie not 
enough, 

Its to be hoped that, next seasion, we will come to 4 fair and 
candid investigation of this whole matter; at present, the 
Government has sufficient for all purposes until next year, 

But Mr. P. said that the first.five years of action from the 
compromise act, was tor the benefit of the manufacturing inte- 
resis— intended for their benefit. But now, when we are about 
to get the benefit from the free-trade provisions and operations 
of this act, you propoee tocut us off from it. Let us have our 
benefits, and then, when the act is about to expire, except eo far 
as its fulore epirit and meaning are to be preserved and carried 
out by legislation, let us adjust it with a wise regard to all inte- 
rests, Mr. P. said he had no objections to a re-adjustment, if 


we had time at present, provided it were made prospective in 
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its operation, and were intended to be a fina! and entire settle- 
ment; but the present measures are only inyended to be tempo- 
vay and they are unnecessary and impolitic at present. 

r. NIGBET said it wasa matter of curiosity, to say the 
Jeast of it, that the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Wise ] and 
the gentleman from South Carolina, (Mr. Pickens } should be 
op to inquiries, the object of which was to obtain light and 
information on a eulject which was so deeply interesting to 
them and their constiiuents, If this was a proposition looking 
to a tariff for protection, he was with those gentlemen = But if 
the object was, as he supposed, to obtain lightand intelligence, 
he was opposed to the views of those two gentlemen, and as an 
anti-tariff man he wasin favor of these inquiries. 

Mr. N. contended that the course pursued by the British 
Parliament wasa fair illustration on this subject, The report 
of the com: ittee ‘here, he said, had done as much towards es- 
tablishing the doctrine of free trade as any thing that had oc- 
curred in recent times; or, at all events, he trusted it would 
have that effect. 

What was the object of this resolution? Was it a fariff for 
protection? Ashe understood it, it was for information. Gen- 
Uemen said it was Wiha view to protection Did the inquiry 
necessarily tent to that? Not so. But beirg, as he was, an 
aoti-tariff man, opposed to a tariff for protection, he wanted 
this light. He did not profess to be, like the gentleman from 
South Carolina, (Mc. Prckens,} so well informed as to render 
further information nnnecessary. Asa practical man, he re- 
p ated, he desired light. He believed that the South had been 
rather deceived and misled than enlightened by the reports 
mavle by distinguished men in the absence of practical infor- 
mation, Ile, therefore, wished practical men to speak. 

Mc. PICK&NS explained. He had, he said, distinclly taken 
the ground that ifii wasthe object of the committee to obtain 
information with a view to revise our tariff system on the ori- 
ginal basis, and without reference to the great principles of the 
compromise act, it might be a matter of vast importance to 
obtain all the informauon within our reach 

Mr. NISBET proceeded to say that if we were to meét the 
question of a tariff for protection, it would be better to secure 
all the light we could. The gentleman from Virginia | Mr. 
Wise) thought that we should have to meet this question; and 
he (Mc. N.) thought that we should be compelled todo so. For 
this reason, he desired that the resolution should be adopted 
The day of theory—the day of gullibility on this subject, had 
passed. The South, it was true, had always understood her 
rights in relation to it, but he was not so sure that she had al- 
ways pureved them on the proper plan. So far as his constitue 
enig were concerned, they desired to stand on the basis of the 
compromise act, If that was to be so, they were content. But 
if gentlemen intended to revise the entire system, he, for one, 
would oppose it to the extentof his humble abilny. But ifthe 
shadows ut the times which cast their gloom before them were 
to be relied on, we were Lo meet these questions, and the best 
plan would be to be prepared forthem. He desired, however, 
that they should not be led away by false theories. The South 
would have te give up some of the views it had heretofore en- 
tertained, and might probably have to concede the 20 per cent. 
ad valorem duty under the compromise act. He was prepared 
tu take ur that act and revise the duues under it, with a view 
to an equivalent revenue, and nothing else; and if 20 per cent. 
were required, if it were vecessary to meet the wants and to 
sustain the honor of the country and is fidelity to its engage- 
menta, he was willing to march up to that point. But he was 
not willing to go turther. And he would say that he thought it 
was time that they should be acung on this subject. He 
thought that it should have gone in advance of the land and the 
joan bills 

Mr. PICKENS was vnderstood to inquire of the gentleman 

from Georgia (Mr. NissBer) » \ ther Oweive anda hall per cent 
duties, and duties under that »: would not be envugh to meet 
the purposer“indicated by him? 
Mr. NISBET said he was not prepared to answ r that ques- 
tion. If tweive anda-half per cent. would be enongh, he 
would go for that amount; if twenty per cent. wou'd be re- 
quired, he would go for that. But it was for the very purpose 
of adjusting the rates that it. was indispensable that the facts 
should be ascertained. nl this furnished incontestable evi- 
dence of the necessity of the adoption of such a resolution. 

Afier some turther remarks froin Mr. N.— 

Mr. WIS formally raised the point that the resolution ap- 
pointing a committee Co act whilst Congress was ot in session 
could not be entertained by the House, because, under the par- 
liamentary law, which the House had adopted, the House could 
not continue any portion of its parliamentary functions beyond 
tre end of the session. 

The point of order was overruled by the Speaker. 

And some conversation followed—but no appeal having been 
taken trom the decision of the Chair, the Reporter does not 
pursue the matter further, 

Mr. GILMER. alter expressing his regret at the immediate 
excitement which followed the introduction of certain topics 
into this House, proceeded to say that he was anxious for infor- 
mation. The Representatives vo; the people wanted it, and he 
was anxious to adopt any course which would enable hii, aad 
enable others who enteriained different opinions on this subject, 
to ascertain what was the great interest of the Union, and not 
of particular sections of the Union, in relation to it. 

The only distrust which he felt was, that if a commission of 
this kind was instituted, 1t would be too exclusive in its cha- 
racter. If it were general in its character, i might result in 
great good. Whatdid he mean by an exclusive commission? 
He meant one which might give an ex parle view. He was 
willing te vote for any which would embrace the views of prac. 
tical men from every section of the country. Such an investi- 
gation, he thoug!tt, would result in great good. But it ought 
to be confined to facia, and not to theories. There had been 
theory enough, and too much, on this subject. For such an in- 
vestigation he would cheerfully vote. 

Mr. G. then stated his opinion that the revenue bill, or what- 
ever it was called, now before the House, did affect the com- 
promis: act mat rially, and the Tlouse wanted informa 
tion. Where was the necessity for acting blindfold on this 


ject? 
we. FILLMORE asked Mc. Gitmer to point ont in what re- 
apect the revenue bili affecte.| the compromise act? 

Mr. GILMER replied that he could point out many particu- 
lars in which itdid s+, and was ready to do so when the proper 
opportunity came. ' p 

Mr. FILLMORE said the gentleman must be mistaken. In 
no case did the revenue bill go above the rate prescribed by 
the compromise act. 


i 
a 


ae 


Mr. GILMER said he was not about to call in question the 
power of this [fouse to interfere with the compromise act. 

The SPEAKER here interposed, and requested gentlemen to 
confine themse!ves to the question before the House. 

Mr. GILMER briefly urged that the public interests did not 
require that action on this subject should be pressed at the pre- 
sent session 

And aftera few other remarks— 

Mr. BRIGGS obtained the floor; but the morning hour having 
elapsed, Mr. B. gave way to a moticn by 

Mr. WISE, that the House resolve itself into Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD and Mr S#RGEANT requested Mr. 
Wise to withdraw his motion momentarily to enable them to 
make reports. 

Mr. W. assented thereto. 

FISCAL AGENT BANK. 

Mr. SERGEANT, from the Select Committee on the Cur- 
rency, reported a bill to incorporate the subscribers of a 
Fiecal Bank of the United; States; which bill, having been 
read twice by its utle, was referred to the Commitee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, and orderedto be 


printed. 
SUB-TREASURY LAW. 

Mr. SERGEANT, from the same committee, reported, with 
amendments, the bill from the Senate, to repealthe act com- 
monly called the Sab-Treasury law; which said bill was read 
twice by its title. 

v7 motion of Mr. WILLIAMS, of Md. the amendments were 
read. 

And on motion of Mr. SERGEANT, the bill and amend- 
ments were refered to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
ofthe Union, and were ordered to be printed. 

DISTRICT BANKS. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD, from the Committee for the District of 
Co!umbia, repor'ed a bill, accompanied bv a report, to continue 
the corporate existence of the Banks of the District of Colum- 
bia on certain conditions. 

On motion of Mr. U. the bill and report were referre! to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, and were 
ordered to be printed. 

BANKRUPT LAW. 

Mr. BARNARD, from the Committee on the Judiciary, made 
a report, accompanied by a bill to establish a uniform system 
of bankruptcy throughout the United States. 

The bill was read twice by its title, and, on motion of Mr. B. 
the bill and report was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BRIGGS was understood to move that 5,000 extra copies 
of the report be printed. 

Mr. BARNARD, from the Committee on the Judiciary, offered 
the following resolution: 

Resolved, That it isinexpedient for the House to take up the 
hankrapt bill reported from the Commitiee on the Judiciary 
for consideration at the present session of Congress. 

Mr. B. said he had been directed by the committee to present 
this resolution, and he presented it in accordance with those in- 
structions. The committee understood very well that his own 
Opinion was opposed to the adoption of such a resolution by 
the House, and he desired now to express to the House that 
his opinion was opposed to its adoption, He still clung to the 
hope and belief that it was possible for Congress at the present 
session to pass such a bill without unreasonably protracting 
the duration of the session. He, for one, was unwilling to go 
home until this measure of relief and of emancipation should 
have been matured ani given to the country; at all events, he 
was unwilling to go home until the effort should have been 
made. fle considered it a measure of the utmost importance, 
anid, asa measure of relief, second to none for the consideration 
of which Congress had beer’ convened. 

He would barely mention that this House had heen petitioned 
at the present seasion of Congress on the subjectofa bankrupt 
law, by, probably, twenty thousand of our citizens. ‘There 
were presented between the 12th of June ead the &h of July 
petitions of fifteen thousand citizens of the United States for 
suchalaw. It seemed to him thatthe House ought not, by 
the adoption of this resolution, to put it out of its power to do 
hereafter in the course of the present session what it might be 
possible for it to do towards the consideration and passage of a 
bankrupt law. He hoped the resolution would not be adopted. 
He had offered it in obedience to the direction of the committee, 
but expressing at the same time his own decided hostility to it. 

Mr. TILLINGHAST moved to lay the resolution on the ta 
ble, bur was not recognised by the Speaker. 

Mr. MILTON BROWN (a member o° the Judiciary Com- 
mitiee) desired to make an explanation. He had voted, he said, 
with the majority of the committee that sustained this resolu- 
tion; not out of a spirit of hostility, but of fricndship to the bill, 
believing ashe did that they could not mature a_ bill atthe pre 
sent session. The object of the reference tothe Judiciary Com. 
mitiee was, that that committee should inquire into the expe- 
diency of taking up the subject of a bankrupt law at the pre- 
sent extra acssion. Thecommittee were bound to respond to 
that inquiry; agd he was one of those who had thought it safest 
torespond in Mf necateve. But he de-ired, nevertheless, to be 
noatramme'led, and if ihe friends ofthe bill were of opinion that 
it could be matured at the present session, he would go with 
them. To that end, therefore, he moved to lay the resolution 
on the table 7 

Mr. ROOSEVELT stated, asa member of the Judiciary Com- 
mittee, that he wished 1t understood that he was opposed to the 
resolution, and that it had been agreed in the committee that the 
chairman should offer 11 to the House as the act of the majority 
merely ; 

Mc. PICKENS inquired of the Speaker whether that motion, 
if it prevatied, would carry the report and bill along with it. 

The SPEAKER said no; the propositions were separate and 
distinet 

Mr- WELLER asked the yeas and nayson the motion to lay 
the resolution on the table; which were ordered, and, beirg ta- 
ken, were—yeas 118, nays 81. So the resolution was laid on 
the table. 

HOME SQUADRON. 

The House, on motion of Mr. WISE, resolved itself in'o Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the State of the Union (Mr. Gitmsr of 
Virginia in the chair) on the bill making*appropriations for a 
Home Squadron, and the bill having been read— 

Mr. WISE proposed to amend the bill afier the'word “steam 
ets,” by addinga clause empowering the Secretary of the 
Navy to employ in their stead such other vessels of equal 
force as he might beable to procure. 


Mr. ADAMS strongly objected to giving the Secretary any 


such discretion: he wished it settled by law that there 
should be two steamers at the least employed in this Home 
Squadron: he eonsidered them as by far the most efficient part 
oti. 

Mr. WISE suggested that possibly the steamers might not be 
ready as soon as was expected, and that it would be exdedient in 
such case to let the Secretary provide, in the interval, such 
force as he could get: and he offered w modify his amendment 
by adding to st a proviso that the Secretary should empluy the 
steamers assoon as they could be prepared. 

Mr. ADAMS said, he had rather the bill should stand as it 
did; because if, in consequence of the steamers not being in 
readiness, he should employ other vessels, he would take the 
money now appropriated to pay them, and then the House 
would be called upon aiterwards for more money. No, no 
sail Mr. A. | want my work formy money. 2 

Mr. WISE said, that rather than embarrass the bill, he would 
withdraw his amendment; and he withdrew it accordingly 
Mr. W. would simply observe that gentlemen would find in the 
reports of the Secretary of the Navy and of the Navy Com. 
missioners the necessity of such a squadron fully set forth, and 
also estimates showing that $759,000 would be requisite to pro- 
vide forit. He explained further, that when he had afew ys 
since moved to take up the bill, he had been ordered to do a0 
by the Committee on Naval Affairs, 

After some further remarks from Mr. ADAMS, 

Mr. McKAY observed that the bil] befure the commi'‘tee pro- 
posed (o appropriate a gross sum to effect the object in view 
which he deemed a departure from the wholesome rule hereto. 
fore observed in making appropriations. It was known te all 
that since the politcal revolution of 1800, which placed the De. 
mocratic party in power, the doctrine had generally prevailed, 
that all our appropriations should be specific. Now he would 
suggest to the chairman whether it would not be better to pur. 
sue that course in the present instance. 

Here Mr. McK. evumerated the different items of expenditure 
to be provided for in the bill,and named the specific sum for each, 
This was the form, he said, in which all our naval appropria- 
tion bills had heretofore passed. He saw no reason for a depar- 
ture from this wholesome practice in this instance—a prac: 
tice which was the best and most effectual means ot 
securing the accountability of our disbursing officers. 
There was another suggestion he would throw out for 
the consideration of the chairman, and he thought it possessed 
some weight. This bill purported to be for the establishment 
of a home squadron, but he looked upon it as nothing more 
nor less than for the increase of the navy. Again, could Con- 
gress be asked to direct the manner in which this squadron, 
after it was fitied out, should be employed? It was true that 
by the Constitu'ion, Congress alone was authorized to build and 
fit outa navy, but the President was the Commander-in-Chief, 
and had alone the power to direct how and where it should be 
employed. The title of this bill, therefore, should be “a bill to 
increase the navy” for it would not be imperative on the Presi- 
dent toemploy this squadron on our coasts, Mr. M. said he 
did not rise to enter into a long discussien, but merely to sug- 
gest to the cons deration of the chairman of the committee on 
the propriety of making the appropriations in this bill specific. 

Mr. WISE said that he agreed entirely with the gentleman 
from North Carolina as to the doctrine of specific appropria- 
tions; and if he supposed that this bill violated that salutar 
principle, he should be willing toamend it. But it did nor; it 
declared a specific object, for which the money was given. 
He did not see the necessity of going into all the items which 
made up the sum. That Congress had no power to ordain that 
a portion of the navy should be always retained upon the 
coast asa home squadron, was to him a new doctrine. The 
bill cid not say that these vessels should never be sent any 
where else. 


Mr. McKAY insisted on the ground he had taken, and went 
intoa very hancsom» eulogy on the principle of specific appro- 
priations of the public money, as giving to the people the 
only security they had for the proper and the economical use 
of their money; but this, by the present shape of the bill, they 
would entirely be deprivel of. The bill might be modified 
with the utmost ease, but he should move no amendments. 


Mr. KING next took the floor, and addressed the committee 
in explanation and support of the bill. 


Mr. K. said he had no objection to the amendment suggested 
by the gentleman from North Carolina as to rendering the ob- 
jects of the appropriation more specific, and, at the proper 
time, should an amendment be moved to that effect, he would 
vote for it. In reply to what that gentleman had said touching 
the power of Congress to create a home squadron to be retained 
upon our own Coast, the gentleman seemed to forget his own doc- 
trine of specific appropriations, Congress gave this money: they 
would give it for a specific object, and if they did, the President, 
though he was commander-in-chief, could not apply it to any 
thing else. The gentleman said the bill was, really, for an in- 
crease of the navy, So it was; he admitted it was so designed 
to be, and he hoped to show that the navy might be thus in- 
creased without transcending the ordinary average in past 
years for naval purposes. The reasons for the proposed in- 
crease had been stated in the report of the Secretary, and were 
familiar to the mind of every gentleman. Mr. K. would, 
therefore, notrecapitulate them He had prepared from authen- 
lic returns a table showing what had been done in past years by 
way of appropria'ion, and what had been the comparative re- 
suits in different years. He would not trouble the House by 
reading the whole, but would invite their attention to three or 
four ems only. 


In 1836 there was appropriated $7,011,055 and we had 462 
guns afloat. 


In 1837 there was appropriated $3,185,710 and we had 554 
guns afloat. 


la = Gare was appropriated $5,702,420 and we hed 620 
uns snow, 


In 1839 there was appropriated $6,264,385, and we had 596 
guns afloat. 


In 1840 there was appropriated $5,155,120 and we had 882 
guns afloat. 

In 1841 there was appropriated $5,780,927. 

The present bill increased this by $789,310; besides which 
there were other bills ae which mace together an ap- 
propriation of $1,553,016 for this session, and going to make up 
a grand acgregate of $7,333,943 for the year; which was 
by a million and a half, than what was appropriated in 1836. 
It was proposed to add 107 more guns to the service, maki 
the whole number 1,070afloatafter the current year, instead o 
462, which was the number in 1836. 
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(These statistics are reported by the ear alone, and may not iu 
every case be strictly correct.} : 

Mr. K. said he had gone into this comparative siatement to 
show that the Committee on Naval Affairs had not transcended 
the amount which in former years liad been decmed_reasona- 
ple and proper, although the country had had but half the num- 
ner of ships in the service, or of gunsafloat, which it would 
have during the present year. . 2 

Mr. K. had heard much about the abuse and misapplication 
of moneys appropriated for the navy, and he believed it all to 
be rue. Toillustrate the truth of the charge, he would refer 
to the table already quoted, showing on one hand the appiopria- 
tions made, and on the other the results thereby obtained. In 
j900 there had been an appre priations of §2,,04,148, and we 
had then 876 guns afloat; whi ein 1336, with an appropriation 
or $7,011,055, we had but 462 guns afloat. In 154], with an ap- 
propriation of a little over three millions, we had 836 guns 
afloat; and in 1838, with an appropriation of over eight wil- 
lions, we had but 554 guns afloat. ‘These faets were sufficient 
toshow how enormous must have the abuses somewhere, He 
trusted that cow the time was come, and the men come with it, 
in which economy, knowledge, integrity, and a devoted zeal for 
the public service, if they dul not curtail the actual amount ex- 

aded, would so apply the money as with the same sum to 
effecta far greater extension of the naval defences of the coun- 
try than had been witnessed for many years. Mr. K. was no 
niggard in regard to the navy. Ile would have been will- 
ing to give a much larger sum could it have been 
spared, for he agreed heartily with the venerable gentleman 
from Massachusetts [Mr. Apams] that, instead of two war 
steamers, it was desirable that we should have twenty. The 
ocean was teeming with these mighty engines, rapidly passing 
each other in every direction, going wherever they listed, in dis- 
regard of wind and waves, and which had appropriately been 
denominated the “cavalry of the ocean, mounted with can- 

on.” 
7 Mr. K. here went into a comparison of the population of this 
country at two different periods, and atthe same umeof the 
amount of tonnage and the guns to defend it 

In 1800, with a population of 5,305,000 and an amount of 
669,000 registered tonnage, we had 876 gunsafloat; tn IS4l our 
population was 17,000,000, our tonnage 2,960,000, and yet our 
guns were but 1,007. This showed how far our naval force 
was from keeping up with the growth of the population and 
the commerce of the country. Applying the same ratio of de- 
fence at thisday which had existed in 1890. we should require 
two thousand guns afluat, and an appropriation of over seven 
millions 

Mc. K. observed that although the importance of a home 
squadron had been very cleanly set forth in the reportof the 
Secretary of the Navy, there were some other considerations 
which could not but still mure strongly impress it upon the 
mind. He here forcibly referred to the devastations of the 
enemy’s force in the Chesapeake and on the exposed cuast of 
Georgia and South Carolina: their country had been plundered; 
their dwellings burnt; their property stolen; and had the con- 
test continued, nothing but one extended sceue of desolation 
would have spread from the Chesapeake to the Sabine. The 
war had costthe country from one hundred and fifty to two hun- 
dred millions of dollars; and did any gentleman suppose that, 
had the United States possessed twenty ships of war well 
armed and fully manned, these outrages on our commerce 
would ever have happened which gave the occasion for so de- 
structive a conflict? No man would maintain it. For it must 
be remembered that with nations war was a questivn of policy, 
however the statesmen concerned might pretend it to be a ques- 
tion of honur. Questions of veracity and questions of Aonor 
couldeasily be negotiated away, as all history abundantly 
proved; but when policy and in‘erest dictated war, the thunder 
of the enemy’s cannon was generaily the first annunciation that 
hostilities were commenced, and then a long array of reasons 
Was gotten up as a pretext for the blow. ; 

Mr. K. here referred to and read an extract from the Rich- 
mond Enquirer, which sounded the tocsin of alarm, by an- 
nouncing that a British vessel, called the Thunder, was at this 
lime engaged in surveying the channel of the Chesipeake and 
of the Delaware bays, and was about proceeding to the south- 
ward for the same purpose, no doyht with the iniention of faci- 
litating the entrance of a British fleet into our harbors, He then 
raid that the object of a home equadron was to prevent the com- 
pletion of such a purpose. He expressed his great surprise at 
the rematks of some gentlemen, who seemed to suppose that 
the invention of railroads, by facilitating the assemblage of 
troops, superseded the necessity both of fortifications and ofa 
navy. Instead of this, these several modes of defence ought to 
go hand in hand, and be combined for the general end of the 
safety of the country. z 

Mr. K. alluded to the change which had manifested itself in 
the naval policy of Great Britain, in regard to a substitution of 
steam power fur ordinary ships of war. He stated the enume- 
ration of che British fleet, in 1540, to be as follows: ships of the 
line, 105; vessels of a ower grade, in all, 493; and.war s'eam- 
a The number of steamers had since then been stated 
at 300, 

Tae French navy, in 18410, consisted of 23 ships of the line, 
180 lesser vessels, and 36 steamers; beside which, there had 
been, at that time, eight more steamers on the stocks. These 
vessels could be propelled by steam across the Atlantic in 
twelve or fourteen vlays. What would be the condition of the 
lives and properiy of our people, if encountered by a force of 
this description, without a gun to defend themselves? 

But not only was steam availed of for vessels of war, pro- 
perly so called. The Governments of France and England 
were adopting an entirely new policy, by employing armed 
steamers for commercial purposes—thus causing the sagacliy 
and enterprise of the mercantile community to support the ex- 
rense of their naval defences—a great and wonderful step in 
the preparations fur maritime warfare. 

Appended to the report of the Naval Committee would be 
found, in reference to these very important facts, a resolution 
inquiring into the expediency of encouraging our own mer- 
chants to establish lines of armed steamers similar to those re- 
cently es'ablished by France and England. In addition to the 
lines previously existing, a new one had recently been formed, 
on acontract with the Brazilian Government, extending from 
Great Britain to every important port in Brazil. These various 
lines had been multiplied tll they now resembled a_ perfect 
web across the ocean. Mr. K. had no apprehension that that 
formidable and sagacious power had any intention of immedi- 
ate war with this country; it would not at present suit her po- 
licy; but she was gradually and silently, yet surely aliering 





her whole system. She desired above all things to emancipate 
herself from the necessity of depending on any of our products 
for carrying on those manufactures which were the great 
sources of her wealth. Hence, while she had emancipated her 
slaves in the West Indies, she stil! retained millions m slavery 
in India, and was endeavoring to avail herself of their industry 
for a stpply of raw material now obtained from this country. 
She looked with eyes of jealous apprehension to the rapid 
growth and extending commerce of this country 

Mr. K. here made some remarks on Briush emancipation, 
which he considered but as one step in this grand scheme of the 
national poliey. He adverted to the recent great increase of 
the slavetrade. Two hundred thousand were now said to be 
annua ly imported into the West Indies and South America per 
annum; almost the whole of which were purchased wiih Bri- 
tish manufactures. While this was the case, how great a farce 
was it for her to offera guinea a head for negroes captured on 
the high seas! Ifshe was sincere in her wish to put an end to 
the trade, why did she not enter the hatbors, and break up the 
jactories on shore? But, no; sie suffered the slaves to be pur- 
chased with British goods, and embarked on the ocean, and 
then offered to pay her own officers a guinea a head for catch- 
ing then if they could. When they were rescued and brought 
in:o her own islands, they were put to an apprenticeship of 
fourteen years— 

Hieie the CHAIR reminded Mr. K. that he was wandering 
from the subject before the committee. 

Mr. K. explained, and then went onto observe that the mo- 
ment Great Britain couldsupply herself elsewhere With the 
raw material forher manufacturers, we might expect war— 
war to the knife—war with allher thunder. After dilating fur- 
ther on the grand game now playing by thatcountry, Mr. K. 
asked whether this Government would be content to sleep in 
reckless security under such a state of things, and never take 
a step to meet and counteract a system of policy which was 
aimed atour prosperity, and, it possible, at the very existence 
ofour Republican insutution ? Would we wait ullshe came 
upon us hike a thiefin the night? Did gentlemen forget that 
out of the last fourteen wars in Europe at least ten had been 
commenced without any formal declaration? No; England 
would not send us word she was coming. The thunder of ber 
cannon would be the vo.ce in which sie would speak the pur- 
puse of her heart toa long hated rival. 

Mr. kX. said, in conclusion, that he would not weary the com- 
mitiee by descanting upon the provisionsof the bill. He hoped 
it would receive ageneral support, and that we should show 
the world not only that we were ready and prompt in voting the 
means necessary for our defence, but equal.y wise and econo- 
nice! in their appropriation. 

Mr. GORDON of New York said that he should not feel very 
anxious at this time to iddress the committee, did he suppose 
there would be any delayed action in the final passage of the 
bil!. As, however, the time of the House was not about te be 
occupied by any other gentleman, he would briefly assignthe 
reasons why he should vote for this bill. He had voted for the 
fortification bill, and should also votre for this, be@ause he re- 
garded the defences of the country, both by iand and water as 
a connected system, and believed (hat one could not be neglected 
without endangering the other. He had wot voted for the forti- 
fication bill under the idea that there was any immediate pros- 
pect of a war, but because he deemed it proper in peace to pre- 
pare for war. We considered the course pursned by the Judi- 
ciary of New York as the best guarantee for a continuance of 
national peace. There was ne inode so certain of securing us 
the respect of other nations as a fearless assertion and bold 
maintenance-of our rights. He lamented (hata very different 
course—a truckling, pusillanimous policy—had been pursued 
in another quarter. There was nothing more lively to inviiea 
war. Though it might never come, the least and reniotest speck 
of war in the political horizon should induce us te complete the 
noble and comprehensive plan for the national deience which 
had long since received tie sanction of Congress. In time of 
peace, therefore, we should prepare for war. In peace con- 
struct forufications, build a navy, and prepare the means ofde- 
fence and annoyance, and when war comes, use them. It was 
ro time to make these preparations after war had actually 
commenced. 

There was another reason, Mr. G. said, which would induce 
him to vote for this bill. Congress had already passed a loan 
bill to raise twelve million of dollars, which he believed was 
unnecessary, and he would rather have a hand in expending 
this mency than jeave it to be expended by this Administration 
on objecis less;worthy. He would prefer liabeing appropriatcd 
to the defences of the country than for it to remain in the Trea- 
sury to beexpended for electioneertng purposes and other ob- 
jecis equally unworthy. The genilernan from Georgia avowed 
that he would be willing to raise the money necessary for these 
objects by an increased tariff. Now, he would observe 


that at the commencement of this extra session, we had 
resources derived from the sales of the public lands 
to rely upon, and by using them, additional taxa- 


tien, could have been avi ided; but that now these were cut 
off by the distribution bill, he would rather look to the money 
to be raised by this twelve millions loan. 

He was about replying to what had been said by Mr. Unpgr 
woop on the fortifiation bill, when he was called to order by 
Mr. W aRREN 
Afier some explanations with the Chair, Mr. G proceeded to 
reply to Mr. { ’s argument respecting fortifications being super- 
seded by the effect of railroa:'s inspeedily bringing together mi 
litia forces on any point menaced: the distribution of the lands 
admitting the States to muluply these roads in al! direct'ons, 
Mr. G. thought the argument had no force, because the distri- 
bution bill contained no guarantee that the States would so ap- 
ply the money. And even if the States, though not bound, 
should choose so to apply the avails of the Jands, still the coun- 
try would need both fortifications anda navy. Here he reter- 
red,in illustration, to the experience of the last war, when m1- 
litia had been sent to tie frontier, but when there, they were 
protected by the forts erected by the General Government. Mr 
G. said that if the distribution bill should be siopped in the Se- 
nate, and the public lands devoted to the erection of fortifica- 
tions, he would be willing.to recall his vote on the fortification 
bill, dc. 

Here he was pronounced out of order.] 
Mr. G. complained of being compelied to vote supplies out of 
money loaned while the proceecis of the public lan’s were all 
gone and given away to States that had involved themselves in 
debiathey could not pay. He concluded, however, with declar- 
ing his purpose to vote the bill _thathe might put his couniry 
into a condition to meet any and every ‘oe, 





Mr. MORGAN rose to correct hiscolleague. The loan of 
twelve millions had not been voted with a view (o provide for 
the fortifications of the navy, but to pay a debt contracted by 
the last Administration, of which Administration his colleague 
had been a devoted supporter and advocate. 

{Here Mr. M. was alter to order hy some colleague of his, 
whom the Reporter heard but could net see. } 

Mr. M resumed. Mr. G. need not make the loan an excuse 
for voting either for the tortification bill or this bill for a home 
sguadron: he trusted the gentieman would put his vote upon 
other grounds. He was glad, however, that his colleague 
would vote the bill: he hoped all bis colleagues would do the 
same. 

Mr. PROFFIT replied to the insinuation against his own 
State, which had fallen from the gentleman from New York 
(Mr. Gorpon.] He had heard similar flings at “spendthrift 
States’? from other quarters of the House. Were itin order, he 
could defend his State with ease, and could show “that two 
millions of her bonds had been stolen by citizens of the eentle- 
man's own Siate and corporations located within it, for which 
Indiana had never received a collar, 

Here the CHAIR called Mr. P. to order. 

Mr. PROFFITT. Indiana was as competent to redeem her 
credit as the gentleman’s own State, butshe could not guard 
against thieves, 

The CHAIRMAN here reminded Mr. Prorrir that reply to 
the remarks of Mr. Gornpen was notin order, he (Mr, G.) ha- 
ving been called to order 

Mr. PROFFIT. Yes; but did he come when you did call 
him? Mr P. said hecould generally teil by a man’s counte. 
nance whether he might trust him, {a laugh.) 

vr. P. said this was an Administration bill; if gentlemen did 
not wish to take the responsibility, let them vote against it. 
Those who brought it in had the power to pase it, and meantto 
pass it, whether or no. ‘The money wou'd not come into Mr 
P’s State, and he could easily trump up a thousand exenses if 
he chose to vote against it; but no threats of responsibility 
should ever drive him from the siand he had taken. He be- 
lieved a home squadron nece asary, and he should vote the 
money for it. Tf any maa doubted its uulity, let him read the 
report of the gentleman from Geergia, and he would be con- 
verted. 

Mr. HOPKINS replied to the remark of Mr. Morcan thatthe 
loan bill had been designed to pay a debt created by the past 
Administration. Mr. Il. had supposed tis object to be to curry 
coutthe recommendations of the Executive 

The CHAIR here reminded Mr. H. that the Joan bill bad 
passed. and it was not now in order to discuss it. 

Mr. H. said he should not discuss it, but only eay a word in 
reply to the remarks of the genteman from New York, The 
statement read by that gentleman was not, according to Mr. 
H's undersianding, warranted by the fact. Wasit this Admi- 
nistration or the last which made a debt of twelve milliens 
chargeable on this Government? Was the sum of four mil 
lions toremain asasurplusin the Treasury, and which formed 
partof the twelve miilrons, a debt contracted by the last Adm. 
nistration? Was not this very appropriation for a home squad. 
ron recommended also asa reason for borrowing the money? 
And was he tobe told that no part of the twelve milliona was 
to be applied to the purposes of this bill? lt was the first time 
he had heard such an asser ion hazarded in that House. Ifthe 
bill was placed on that ground, anxious as he waasto vote tor it, 
he would never do it. But he was not to be deterred from his 
course by such assertions. He should vote forthe bill becanse 
it would come out of the twelve ouliions loaned. His chief 
difficulty crew out of that deep responsibility which pervaded 
the country in relation to extravagant expenditures by Govern- 
ment. Yergentlemea who had done their best to produce auch 
a state of public feeling, now called upon him to enlarge those 
very expenditures which, out of doors, they had so Joudiy de- 
nounced, 

The gen‘leman was very ready to charge the past Adminis- 
tration with extravagance, and charge upon it the creation of a 
large deb’; yet he and his party aided, by their individual votes, 
the passage of nineteen-twentieths of these appropriations which 
they now cry out against as wasteful and extravagant, There 
had been instances of gentlemen who have gone bome to their 
constituents and denounced appropriations as extravagant 
which had becn recommended by the Executive, and for which 
they and their friends had voted. Mr. IH. was in favor of appro- 
ipriating, so far as we had the means, forthe objects embraced 
in this bill, It was a favorite object with him, and he would not 
only vote this amount, but would vote any suin that could ju- 
diciously be expended for this favorite arin of the national de- 
fences. Ifwe would come here, said H. in a spirit of patriot 
tem, and consider appropriations with a view to the public in- 
erest, without stopping to inquire how much political capital 
could be made out of them, we should entitle curselves far 
more to the public gratitude than we could by the opposite 
course, 

Mr. MERIWETHER thought Mr. Hopxins mistaken in con- 

sidering the appropriations for the navy as covered by the loan 
of twelve millions;on the contrary, it had been a subject of 
complaint by the chairman of the Naval Committee that it had 
been wholly omitted in the estimates from the Treasury Depart 
ment. 
Some conversation passed between him and Mesers. HOP- 
KINS and WISE on this point; when Mr. KH. observed that he 
had spoken of the Executive recommendations g:nerally and 
collectively, and rot on that of the Treasury-only, 

Mr. MERIWETUER still maintained his grow.¢. Ik was true 
the naval appropriations came from the Executive epartument, 
but they were notin the recommendation for a loan of twelve 
millions, 

Mr. EVERETT said he agreed with the gentleman from 
Virginia (Mr. Hopxins] that the bill ought to jess os @ mea- 
sure for defence in peace, when no apprehension of collision 
from any quarter existed. But he theught there was an 
urgency in the present state of our foreign relations that 
required its immediate passage. He did not mean to say that 
war was prebable, vet it was dependent on contingencies, and 
prudence required usto be prepared at all times to meet events. 
He reverted to the question of McLeod. It is true that, in 
his message, “he President said he apprehended no difficulty. 
Yet, since that time the position of the question has been 
materially changed. 1 refer, said he, to the effect: f the de- 
bates in this House, or rather, 1 should say, to the debates ia 
Congress. Those debates have exhibited a divided opinion. 
Our divisions are looked to by Great Britain no doubt with 
great ratisfaction; and she no doubt will seek to profit " our 


divisions, Look, too, to the character of the debates, , 
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sir; Uiat dhe will draw the inference that party, party, sir, is 
fo mingle its influence in our national contreversies. In addi- 
tion to this, We even see the meraber from New York running 
a race of popularity on this national question. I make no 
charges, byt fear she may presume much on the divided state 
of epinion exhibited by our debates. 

Purther, sir, what was the time chosen for bringing on this 
debate? Mark the time, sir. It was after the McLeod case 
had been argued before the Supreme Court of New York,when 
the judges had retired to consuiton the judgment they were 
abottw pronounce. That, sir, was the ime. And what was 
thediveetiendency of the debate? To affect the opinions of the 
court? ‘Ido not charge that Ww have been theiotention [leave 
that tothe judgment of the world. But this I do say, that such 
was the character aril tendency of (he Jebats Add to this that 
should it so be that the judges were opponents of the present 
Administration, they must have been more than men riot to 
have been influenced by. | dave read that opinion, sir, and 
cannot hut say that it was Crawn, hot wisely, from the de 
bates here. 

We have’ now the opinion of the Supreme Court of New 
York in epposition to the National Executive on a ational 
question. Tis effect to emsbaraass the adjustment of the con- 
troversy is Obvious, It is nol in order to debate that opinion 
now; but, sir, ! take leave to aay that it does not meet, it does 
not approach the great principles on which the opiniona of the 
Secretary of State rest; and I will say one thing more, if the 
judgmeut of the Court be sustained, then the determination of 
tho great questions of war and peace will be wrested from the 
authorities of the General Government and placed at the dis- 
cretion of the States 

Me. CAMPRELI ol South Car vi is iid tt at he rose princi- 
pally for the purpose of replying to the remarks of the genile- 
man from New York, (Mr. MorGan,] who had sabi that the 
loan of $12,010,000, recently authorized, was intended to pay 
the debs contracted by the late Administration, and that no 
art of it could be applied to the defences of the country. Mr. 
?, regreted the introduction of party questions, particularly 
upon subjects of national imporiance, upon which, if pos- 
sible, it was desirable that all ehould be united. But 
he would ask that gentleman to say, whether the lean was 
not intended to meet not only an existing, but an anticipated de- 
ficiency inthe Treasury; and whether he and the party with 
with whom he acied ta this House, bad not added to the antici- 
pated deficiency, by voting away the proceeds to arisefrom the 
sales of the public lands, «mounticg, according to the estimate 
of the Secretary of the Treasury, to $2,500,000 annnally, but 
which mieht fairly be set down ata much larger amount, and 
thusincreased the anticipated deficiencies in the Treasury to 
that amount. 

The C'IAIR pronounced the discussion to he out of order. 

Mr. CAMPBELL resumed, and said,thot although he yielded 
to the decision of the Cuain, te did so reluctantly, for he had 
not supposed it was out of order upon a question which looked 
to the deficiences of the country, in reply w the gentleman from 
New York, toshow that yot only atthe time of an acknow- 
ledged deficiency in the Treasury, but with a cruel Indian war 
raging on our Southern border; with our navy, our gallant litle 
navy, that bad won us so many laurels, ia so reduced a condi- 
tion as to be incapable of contending upen equal terms with 
the navy of any respectable Enrojean power; with our forti- 
fications in astate of dilapidanon and ruin; with the case of 
McLeod unseitied, and the Maine boundary question unadjust- 
ed, the gentleman, and the parry wih whom he acted, had 
abandoned that great fountain of national wealth, the public 
lands, and had thus weakened our means of cefence. 


If the proceeds arising from the salesotths public lands, in- 
stead of being distributed among the States, were acded to the 
regular appropriations for the mcrease of the navy, and for 
successive years applied exclusively to that object, the day 
would not be distant when he would oe enabled to compete on 


the ocean, even with that proud nativ 
borne the trident of the seas 


which has so long 


then we uid hear but little 


of American merchantmen being searched without the autho- 
rity of weaty, or detained at the mere discretion of a 
Lieutenant, that stept the quarter deck of a British cruiser. 
Then woukl we be able to place urselves UPON the elevated 
position of making no improper demand of others, and of yieht- 


Ing te none, as he trusted we never wou!d, that were improper: 
ly madeupon us. Then, sir, would we march on in peace, un- 
disturbed by the jarring elements of Earopean politics,or the 
ambition o: European powers holding colonies i our neigh- 
borhood, to the accomplisiiment of our hich destines, 


Mr. ©. did not anticipate a war; he trusted that the true inte- 
rests both of this country and England, were too wel lunderstood 
to render such an eventat all probable. His hopes upon this 
aubject were increased, from having rea lina morning paperan 
extract from a late arldress of Sir Kobert Peel to the electors of 
the borough of Ta) worth, who, in the event of the success of 
the Conservative party, in the great struggle which is now agi- 
tating the Briteh Kinedom, it was cenerally supposed would be 
at the head of the next British Adm rauien, in Which he had 
expressed the most erlighcened views in relation to the true 

olicy of England upon the sulject of peace with Cus country. 
And, in the event of the success of the Whigs, and the preset 
Ministry being retained in power, he theneht we bad no suffi 
cient reason to believe, from the pest, that their views would not 
be equaliy enlightened and pacific. Hew willing to texthe 
peopte heavily upon the bare possibility of a war, but he would 
appropriate every dollar that could be sparedirom other neces- 
gary expenditures of tho Government, | mopleting the cefen- 
ces of the country, a%d putting the navy on @ respectable foot- 
ing. He hoped that the vote upon this occasion would be a 
decisive one, in support of this favorie arn: of national defence. 
Ifthe sum weked ty the bill had becu larger, he would cheer- 
fully vote fir it. 

Mr. STANLY now moved that the committee rise and re- 
port the bili to the House 

The motion prevailing, the commit'ce rose accordingly, and 
the chairman reported the bil! to the House, 

And the question being on ordering the bill to be engrossed 
for a third reading, 

Mr. WISE moved the previous question : 

And there was a recond 

And the main question (being on the engrossment of the bill) 
was ordered, and, being taken, the bill was ordered to be en- 

rossed for a third reac:ng. 

And the bill having been read the third time by its tide, and 
the question being on its final passage in the following form, 
Vig: . 


CONGRESSIONAL. GLOBE. 


A BILL making appropriation for the pay, subsistence, &c. of 
a home squadron 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States of America in Congress assem- 
bled, That, for the pay and subsistence, inerease and repairs, 
medicines and contingent expenses, of two frigates, two sloops, 
two snvall veesels, and two armed steamers, to be employed as 
a home sqnadron, the sum of seven hundred and eighty-nine 
thousand three hundred and ten dollars is hereby appropriated, 
to be paid out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise ap- 
rriated 
: Mr. COLES asked the yeas and nays; which were ordered, 
and, being taken, were yeas 184, nays 8, so the bill was 
passed, and 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Tuurspay, July 22, 1841. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana presented a petition, 
numcrously sizned by cil zens of Dearborn county, 
in that State, praying Congress, at its present ses- 
sion, to pass a general bankrupt law. 

Mr. S. said, as there was a bill before the Senate 
on that sutject he would Jay the petition on the 
table. He desired, however, to say that it was 
signed, so far as he was able to judge from the sig- 
natares, Without distinction of party or occupation. 
I: was the most distinct expression he had seen from 
the S ate, and sustained the views be had taken of 
the subject at a former session; and, in that respect, 
he was pleased io have the opportunily of present- 
ing it to the Senate. He would not say a single 
word on the merits of the proposition at this ime, 
if at all at this session, He was well understood on 
this subject by his State, end be would not be justly 
chargeable with pro'onging the session or defea'ing 
necessary measures by unnecessary debate. He 
had intentionally declined taking any part in de- 
bate on many propositions during ihe session, which, 
under other circums ances, he would willingly have 
said a word upon, but he felt impre.sed with the 
belief that it was action, and not talk, thatthe pro- 
ple required at this session; and, for one, he shou'd 
govern himself by what he believed to be the pub- 
lic will, and should say as little as he could possibly 
get along with in the discharge of the duties that 
had been atsigned him by the Senate. 

Mr. TALLMADGE presented petitions from 
New York, and Reading, Berks county, Pennsy}- 
vania, in favor of a bankrupt law. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented remonstrances egainst 
the enactment of a bankrupt law. 

The resolutions submitted yesterday by Messrs. 
Cray, of Alabama, Bentox, and Henperson, 
were severally considered and ad«pted. 

The bill to change the venne in the cares of the 
United States vs. Charles Gratiot, f:om Misscari to 
the Disuict of Columbia, came up ard was de- 
ba‘ed at some length. 

Mr. BENTON eaid, as the majority here had 
passed nule:, and as he was anxious tosee rules, 
when made, adhered to, he though: it better to lay 
the bill on the table for the presen’; aod made a mo- 
tion to that effect. 

The mo'ior, however, was negatived. 

And on the question Shall the bill be engrossed 
for a third reading? it was decided in the negative, 
as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bates, Bayard, Benton, Berrien 
Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, Evans, Linn, Man- 
gum, Merrick, Miler, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, 
Rives, Southar’, Tallmadge, Walker, and Wood- 
ridse—19. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Barrew, Buc anun, 
Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, Gra- 
ham, Henderson, Huntington, King, McRober's, 
Mou on, N.cholson, Pierce, Prenti-s, Sevier, Smith 
of Indiana, Sturgeon, Tappan, White, Williams, 
Woodbury, Wright, and Young—96. 

Mr. BERRIEN then, in pursuance of notice 
given )esterday, moved to take up the Bankrupt 
bill. He raid that public atiention had been most 
anxiously directed to this measure, as would be 
seen from the numerous memorials which had 
been presented since they had been in ses-ion. The 
bill, he wou'd observe, was the same as that iniro- 
cuced ata prior session, with the excepticn of a 
single change, which simply went to do away with 
the limit as to the time the hill was to be m force. 
The bi!l contained two principles: the one relating 
to volantary bankrvpts, and applicable to all per- 
sons, and without limit as to the amount of indebt- 
ednesi; while the ether principle was compulsory, 





and applicable to persons being merchants, re. 
tailers of merchandise, bankers, factors, brokers 
underwriters, or marine insurers, the amcuat of 
whose debts musi not be Jess than the sum of tvo 
thousand dollars. If the Senate indulged him jn 
taking up the bill, he should propose that it be 
gone through section by section, contenting him. 
it Bt present with sating briefly the object of 
each. 

The bill was then taken up and read by sections 
Mr. B. explaining the objects. , 

The bill having been read through to the fifth 
secition— 

Mr. BARROW rose to inquire if there were not 
conflicting provisions between the second and fitth 
sections. The former was important to Louisiana 
as protecting the righis of married women and mi. 
nors, under their peculiar system. The law of 
Lovisiana was peculiar. The rights of wives end 
minors were paramount to all other claims; and 
any bankrupt law that might interfere with these 
rights could never have his support. The peop'e 
of Louisiana were warmly attached to their own 
system, and he did not find it interfered with unii} 
came to the fifth section, where it appeared to him 
there was a direct and palpable conflict with the 
system. The filth section stated that all creditors 
coming in and preving their d2bts under the act 
prescribed should be entitled to share in the bank. 
rupt’s effects pro rata, without any priority or pre- 
ference whatever. Now, he would inquire of the 
chairman of the Committee on the Judiciary whe- 
ther there was not the confi ct he had pointed ou? 

ir. BERRIEN explained that under the second 
section the rights secured to women and minors un- 
der the peculiar law of the State of Louisiana were 
not isterfered with. The great object of a uniform 
system of bankruptey was to secure the right to all, 
and a general law must overiije and overrule all 
local laws which gave improper preferences to eve- 
ditors, In the filth section there had been distine- 
tions made, but such as under the circumstances 
the committee had thought just and beneficial. For 
instance, operatives that had performed services 
within six montbs of the time of bankruptcy were 
allowed the limited sum of $25—and all debts due 
to the United States had a preference. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON explained that the sec'ion 
had been drawn by him, atthe last session, and that 
i: was istended to sive to the States the benefit of 
their local laws, but not to give an improper pre- 
ference. 

Mr. WALKER had sometiiog to do with this 
bill at the jast session, and was conversant wi h the 
peenliar laws and customs of Louisiana. This 
sec ion had been draughted after a free cozsul'a- 
tion with the two Senators from Lovi-iana and a 
gentleman of high Irgal «tteinments, who was then 
on avi-it to this city. He could answer that by 
this bill the partes preseved their liens ia fall 
force. It only prevented them, after they had 
come in under their mortgage or lien, from a s:cond 
partitipatin ia the assets of the debtor. Married 
women had their sigh!s effectually secured under 
the law; they cou'd come in under their ‘iens; but, 
on the other hand, they could not come in for a pro 
rafa divicion of the bankrapt’s property after the 
lien had been paid, and it would be an unjust and 
iniquious decision if they could be so allowed. 
The law of the State, so far as it regarded the 
righis of married women and minors, stood pre- 
cisely where it dil. The law gave them the op- 
tion 1o @cme under their lien, or, if they did not 
like that, to come inand share pro rata wih other 
creditors. 


Mr. BARROW «aid he was no lawyer, but ‘he 
tigh's of wives and minors was a subject of daiy 
revision among all the intelligent planters of Loui- 
siana, and particularly those who had wives, Th: 
Serator from Mississippi says the second section 
gives them ail the claims they have under the State 
jaws. That might be trac. So far as the second 
section was concerned, their property was protect- 
ed. Under the peculiar laws of his State, the pro- 
nerty of the wife was separate and distinct. 
There were land and negroes, for instance, that 
could not be touched by the creditor of the hus- 
band. Then there was money given by the father 


before or alter marriage, which was as much her 
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